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PREFACE
The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher Guide for Grade Three  
is a resource for classroom teachers. The Treaty education theme for  
Grade Three is “The Treaty Experience in Manitoba” which provides eight 
lessons on basic Treaty education topics that introduces the First Nations 
peoples in Manitoba, explores their Treaty making experience with the 
Crown (Canada) and provides foundational knowledge about First Nations 
peoples pre-contact Treaties.

The Teacher Guide is intended to:

a) provide teachers with a Treaty education learning resource that contains 
foundation-building information on Treaties, their place in Manitoba 
history,	and	the	benefits	of	the	Treaty	relationship	to	all	Canadians;	

b) enhance and enrich the existing Grade 3 Manitoba Social Studies Cur-
ricula: Communities in the World by creating opportunities to acquire 
new	knowledge,	and	new	understanding;	and

c) broaden student learning experiences by building on basic Treaty edu-
cation concepts.

The Grade Three Teacher Guide is part of a larger Treaty Education Initia-
tive for K to Grade 12. It is a public education initiative of the Treaty Rela-
tions Commission of Manitoba and the collaborating partners: Assembly of 
Manitoba	Chiefs;	Government	of	Canada,	Aboriginal	Affairs	and	Northern	
Development	Canada;	Manitoba	Education	and	Advanced	Learning;	and	
the Manitoba First Nations Education Resource Centre.

The guide includes a series of background information for the teacher on 
the various Treaty related topics, and lesson plans with Black Line Masters 
to support Treaty education implementation in the classroom. The K–11 
Social Studies curriculum in Manitoba is relatively new, so there is oppor-
tunity to enhance the new curricula with Treaty education. There is also 
opportunity to enhance the essential elements to be integrated into Manitoba 
curriculum with new knowledge on different Treaty related topics as shared 
in the lesson plans in this Teacher Guide.

Teachers are encouraged to be creative with the lesson plans and the Treaty 
education resource materials found in the Treaty Education Kit. Teachers 
are expected to adapt their teaching styles to their students’ various learning 
abilities. It is recognized that differentiated learning styles require multiple 
approaches which involves creating additional learning opportunities and 
experiences. Teachers will know best how to adjust their pedagogical prac-
tices to facilitate their students’ learning.

The Guide is part of a Treaty Education Kit, which provides Treaty educa-
tion learning resources that is intended to support the goal that all Manitoba 
students should be expected to demonstrate knowledge of the topics,  
concepts, and understandings of the Treaties and the Treaty relationship 
by the end of Grade 12.

Assembly of Manitoba 
Chiefs Council of Elders 
Voices on the Treaties…
“The tone needs to remain posi-
tive; it is about embracing learning; 
building First Nations and non-First 
Nations relationships.” 

— Elder Harry Bone,  
Keeseekoowenin First Nation

“This guide (resources) represents 
an opportunity to bring awareness  
to Manitoba children that the 
Dakota people do not have Treaties 
with the government.” 

— Elder Doris Pratt, Wipakoza Wakpa 
Dakota Nation

Indian & Northern Affairs 
Canada on Treaties…
“The important thing that Cana-
dians need to know about Indian 
Treaties is that they form an obliga-
tion of honour on the part of all of 
us to attempt to understand what 
it is that Indian people understand 
about theses Treaties. And what it 
is they expect of us and what it is 
that we should be doing to try to 
fulfill those obligations that were 
made for us many years ago. 

— John Taylor, Historian in Cede, 
Yield and Surrender: A History of 
Indian Treaties in Canada, Aboriginal 
Affairs and Northern Development 
Canada.
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The Treaty Education Kit includes a variety of learning resources to assist 
teachers in the delivery of Treaty education in the classroom such as:

• DVDs;
• Posters;
• website	links;
• print documents, books and bibliographies on Treaties and First Nations 
cultural	practices;

• maps;	and	
• USB	memory	flash	drive	with	copies	of	the	print	documents,	videos,	 

and maps.

The Treaty Education Initiative has developed additional resources to  
support the implementation of Treaty education at the Kindergarten to  
Grade 4 levels. These resources include:

• A series of three Treaty related storybooks title The Hand Shake, The 
Friendship, and We Are All Treaty People;	

• A Dakota reader titled The Dakota Oyate;
• A booklet titled The Treaty ABCs;	and
• Three puppets (Wolf, Beaver, and Turtle) which can assist Teachers in 

the delivery of the stories and the lessons. 

The reader is advised that the following self-identifying terms respecting  
the First Nations of Manitoba have been used throughout this document:

• Anishinaabe	(Ojibway);
• Anishininiw	(Oji-Cree);
• Dakota	Oyate;	
• Denesuline;	and
• Nehow/Ininiw/Nehetho (Cree).

In addition, there are other dialect and regional self-identifying terms for  
the First Nations peoples of Manitoba, which may also appear in this Guide. 
It is important to respect the local First Nations community self-identifying  
terms which are critical to their identity as a people and as a nation.

Teachers	will	find	the	following	resources	useful:

a) The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher’s Handbook provides an overview of the Treaty Education  
Initiative and includes a glossary of key terms.

b) The Treaty Essential Learnings: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba provides a brief overview of key concepts,  
understandings and topics related to the Treaty experience in Manitoba.

These resources are available in the Treaty Education Kit.
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1. OVERVIEW OF THE GRADE THREE  
 TEACHER GUIDE
The Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba (TRCM) is offering the Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher 
Guide for Grade Three to educators as an instructional tool to teach students about the Treaties in Canada, and meet the 
expectations of the Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum. The following provides an overview of the Teacher Guide and its 
correlation to the provincial learning outcomes. 

1.1 Treaty Education Themes, Sub-Themes, Topics and Essential Learning Goals

The Grade Three Treaty education theme is “The Treaty Experience in Manitoba,” which builds upon the Manitoba Grade 
Three Social Studies curriculum theme of “Communities of the World.” The instructional unit offers an opportunity for 
early learners to relate to First Nations peoples’ in Manitoba, their Treaty-making experience, and their connection to other 
Indigenous communities in the world.  

To enhance the understandings of early learners, the Grade 
Three Teacher Guide offers four sub-themes to guide the  
instruction, these are: 

a)	 Relationships;

b)	 Traditional	Teachings;

c)	 History;	and

d) Treaties.

Grade Three students will be introduced to the following 
fundamental concepts:  

• First Nations peoples in Manitoba are very distinct 
nations	of	peoples;

• The value of traditional teachings of First Nations 
peoples	which	shape	their	worldview;

• The connection of First Nations peoples in their tradi-
tional	territories,	prior	to	it	being	called	Canada;	and

• The common Treaty-making experiences they share with 
other Indigenous peoples in the world.

These fundamental concepts associated with Treaty education are outlined in the Treaty Essential Learnings (TELs): The 
Treaty Experience in Manitoba1 which is a teacher resource found in the Treaty Education Kit. The TELs is a series of top-
ics, foundational concepts and understandings of Treaties and the Treaty relationship that all students should be expected 
to	learn	throughout	their	K-12	school	experience.	It	is	intended	to	instil	a	greater	appreciation	of	the	historical	significance	
of Treaties and how the Treaty relationship between First Nations peoples and the Crown (Canada)) has contributed to the 
development of the Province of Manitoba and Canada as a nation.

Table 1 provides an overview of the Grade Three Treaty education theme, sub-themes and topics of the eight lesson plans 
that have been developed to promote an awareness of the Treaties and the Treaty relationship at the Grade Three level. 

Treaty  
Education

Relationships

Traditional  
Teachings

Treaties History

1 (Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba, September 2011)
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Table 1. Grade Three Treaty Education Themes, Sub-Themes and Topics

THE TREATIES AND THE TREATY RELATIONSHIP TEACHER GUIDE FOR GRADE THREE: 
THE TREATY EXPERIENCE IN MANITOBA 

Grade Three – Theme:  The Treaty Experience in Manitoba 
Sub-Theme 1:  
Relationships

Sub-Theme 2:  
Traditional Teachings

Sub-Theme 3:  
History

Sub-Theme 4:  
Treaties

Topics:

1.1 Getting to know the First 
Nations in Manitoba

1.2 The Treaty Relationship

Topics:

2.1Stories and Oral History – 
The Oral Tradition

2.2Teachings, Stories about 
Values: Respect and Sharing 
– Stories and Legends

Topics:

3.1 First Nations Pre-contact 
Lifestyles and Culture

3.2 First Nations Pre-contact 
Treaties

Topics:

4.1 Definitions of a Treaty

4.2 Treaty-making and Indig-
enous Peoples in the World

The following six Treaty essential learning goals have been developed in relation to the Social Studies General Learning 
Outcomes for the provincial social studies curriculum for K to 8.  The Treaty education themes, sub-themes and topics for 
grades K to 8 support Manitoba Education’s Six General Learning Outcomes as outlined in the following Table 2.

Table 2. Treaty Essential Learning Goals for K to Grade 12

Manitoba Education Social Studies 
General Learning Outcomes K–82

Treaty Education 
Treaty Essential Learning Goals K–12

Identity, Culture and Community – Students will 
explore concepts of identity, culture, and com-
munity in relation to individuals, societies, and 
nations.

Students will explore the differences in concepts of identity, culture, and 
community between First Nations in Manitoba and other peoples in relation 
to the Treaty making process and historical Treaty relationship.

The Land: Places and People – Students will 
explore the dynamic relationships of people with 
the land, places, and environments.

Students will explore the dynamic relationship of First Nations in Manitoba 
to their traditional lands, sacred sites, and impacts of being relocated to the 
reserve allocations as a result of the Treaty making process.

Historical Connections – Students will explore 
how people, events, and ideas of the past shape 
the present and influence the future.

Students will explore how First Nations and other people’s historical interac-
tions have contributed to shaping the present day Treaty relationship and 
influencing the future.

Global Interdependence – Students will explore 
the global interdependence of people, communi-
ties, societies, nations, and environments.

Students will explore the global connections and interdependent relation-
ships between First Nations peoples of Canada and other global Indigenous 
peoples.

Power and Authority – Students will explore the 
processes and structures of power and authority, 
and their implications for individuals, relation-
ships, communities, and nations.

Students will explore the First Nations and the Crown’s (Canada) concept 
of original spirit and intent of the Treaty relationship and the subsequent 
impacts of differing cultures and worldviews.

Economics and Power – Students will explore the 
distribution of resources and wealth in relation to 
individuals, communities, and nations.

Students will explore First Nations and the Crown’s (Canada) perspectives 
on how the distribution of “shared” resources and wealth has impacted First 
Nations in Manitoba, and contributed to the legacy of the Treaty relationship 
between First Nations and other peoples.

2 Manitoba Education and Youth. (2003). Kindergarten to Grade 8 Social Studies: Manitoba Curriculum Framework of Outcomes. Crown in Right of the Government of Manitoba as presented by the Minister of 
Education and Youth. Manitoba Education and Youth, School Programs Division. Winnipeg. 
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1.2 Specific Linkages to Manitoba Education Grade 3 Social Studies Learning Outcomes

The content theme for Grade Three Treaty education is “The Treaty Experience in Manitoba” which complements the 
Grade Three Manitoba Education Social Studies curriculum theme “Communities of the World” where students are 
required to study a local Indigenous community. This teacher guide and the resources found in the Treaty Education Kit will 
assist in the selection of a local First Nations community in Manitoba.

The Manitoba Grade Three Social Studies Clusters include: 

a)	 Connecting	with	Canadians;

b)	 Exploring	the	World;

c)	 Communities	in	the	World;	and

d) Exploring an Ancient Society

As students move through the Grade Threee Treaty education 
teacher guide they will:

• explore who the First Nations peoples are in Manitoba as 
the	first	peoples	of	this	country	and	as	Canadian	citizens;

• consider the Treaty experience of the First Nations peoples 
in Manitoba, including the non-Treaty experience of the 
Dakota	peoples;	and

• explore the concept of the Treaty relationship the exists 
among	all	Manitobans	and	Canadians;

• be enriched by gaining an awareness of the relationships, 
traditional teachings, history and Treaties that exists among 
First	Nations	peoples	in	Manitoba;	and

• enrich student awareness, appreciation and understanding  
of culture and cultural diversity. 

These Treaty education concepts and key understandings support the larger Manitoba Education Social Studies Curriculum 
concept of citizenship and are aligned with the Manitoba Social Studies cluster learning outcomes as in Table 3 that follows.

Social Studies enables students to acquire the skills, knowledge and values necessary to 
understand Canada and the world in which they live, to engage in active democratic  
citizenship, and to contribute to the betterment of society (Kindergarten to Grade 8 Social 
Studies Manitoba Curriculum Outcomes, 2003, p. 3).

SS  
Cluster Exploring  

the World
Exploring 
an Ancient 

Society

Connecting with  
Canadians

Communities 
in the World
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Table 3: Treaty Education Learning Outcomes and Manitoba Social Studies (SS) Cluster Learning Outcomes3 

Treaty Education 
Sub-Theme

Learning Outcomes Manitoba SS 
Cluster

Learning Outcomes

Relationships Students will learn who the First 
Nations peoples in Manitoba are and 
how their unique relationship with the 
Crown (Canada) remains evergreen.

Specific topics examine the following 
key concepts to increase students 
awareness of First Nations peoples in 
Manitoba:

1) Getting to Know the First Nations in 
Manitoba

2) The Treaty Relationship

Connect with  
Canadians

Students will examine the rights and 
responsibilities of Canadian citizens 
and explore their connections with 
other Canadians. This includes a 
focus on Canada’s National Anthem 
and Remembrance Day. Students 
also consider community influences 
and interactions related to identity, 
leadership and decision making and 
explore ways of dealing with conflict 
and bullying.

Traditional Teachings Students will learn that First Nations 
peoples’ oral tradition is the manner in 
which their values, history, customs, 
practices, traditions and languages are 
passed on to future generations.

Specific topics that will be examined 
include:

1) Stories and Oral History

2)  Teachings, Stories about Values: 
Respect and Sharing

Exploring the World Students are introduced to world 
geography and the use of maps and 
images to represent geographic con-
cepts such as borders, hemispheres 
and the equator. They explore 
common concerns and connections 
between world communities. They 
also examine human rights, the 
role of community services, and the 
effects of personal decisions.

History Students will learn about First Nations 
peoples’ pre-contact lifestyles and 
cultures while exploring the similari-
ties among First Nations peoples and 
being aware of the diversity that exists 
among them. Pre-contact Treaties will 
be covered as a means of co-existence 
among the First Nations peoples. 

Specific topics include:

1)  First Nations Pre-contact Lifestyle 
and Culture

2)  First Nations Pre-contact Treaties

Communities of  
the World

Students enrich their appreciation 
of global diversity as they explore 
communities and cultures in other 
places of the world. Students explore 
the elements that constitute a culture 
and examine the physical, social and 
cultural characteristics of two contem-
porary communities of the world, one 
of which is an indigenous community.

3 Manitoba Education. (2003). Kindergarten to Grade 8 Social Studies: Manitoba Curriculum Framework Outcomes.
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Treaties Students will be made aware of the 
definitions of a Treaty and how other 
Indigenous peoples in the world used 
Treaty-making as a tool for establishing 
relationships with the Newcomers to 
their traditional lands and territories.

Specific topics that will be examined 
include:

1)  Definitions of a Treaty

2)  Treaty-making and Indigenous 
Peoples in the World

Exploring an Ancient 
Society

Students will explore life in one 
ancient society selected from a choice 
of Egypt, China, Japan, The Vikings, 
Incas, Mayas or Aztecs. They con-
sider various aspects of that society, 
including its ways of life, cultural 
expressions, customs and traditions, 
and enduring contributions.

Each of the Treaty education lesson plans identify the essential Treaty learning goals and their linkages to the Grade Three  
Social	Studies	learning	outcomes,	that	includes	distinctive	learning	outcomes	and	specific	learning	outcomes	which	are	
related to the core concepts (or general learning outcomes). It is expected that all teachers in Manitoba classrooms will be 
familiar with the coding in the Manitoba Curriculum Documents. As a refresher, the Treaty Education Initiative Teachers’ 
Handbook provides a brief guide to reading the Learning Outcome Code.

The	following	Table	4	identifies	the	relevant	learning	outcomes	from	the	Manitoba	Education	Grade	Three	Social	Studies	 
Curriculum Framework which correspond with each of the Treaty Education lesson plans for Grade Three.

Table 4: Manitoba Grade Three Social Studies Specific Learning Outcomes Links to the Grade Three Treaty Education – Treaty Essential 
Learning Outcomes 

Manitoba Grade Three Social Studies  
Specific Learning Outcomes

Grade Three Treaty Education Treaty  
Essential Learning Outcomes

Lesson 1.1:
• 3-KC-001 Recognize citizenship as membership in the  
  Canadian community. 
• 3-KI-007A Describe personally significant aspects of their  
  Aboriginal community. 
• 3-VC-003 Respect the equality of all human beings.
• 3-VG-009 Be willing to accept differences among people,  
  communities, and ways of life.
• 3-KI-011 Give examples of cultural expression in  
  communities studies. Examples: housing, tools,  
  work, use of the land, recreation, education…
• 3-KI-013 Compare daily life in their own communities to life  
  in communities studies 
• 3-KL-019 Recognize that people have diverse ways of living  
  on or with the land
• 3-VL-006 Value the land for what it provides for  
  communities
• 3-KH-021 Recognize the continuity of cultures, traditions,  
  and practices over time
• 3-KH-022 Recognize that communities change over time
• 3-KH-008 Value the enduring contributions of societies of  
  the past

Lesson 1.1:

1. Gain understanding of the diversity of First Nations peoples  
 by identifying the five linguistic groups of First Nations  
 peoples in Manitoba.
2. Gain awareness of the locations of First Nations  
 communities across the province and proximity to the  
 student’s home community.
3. Gain awareness that First Nations peoples are reclaiming 
 their first languages by renaming their communities in their 
 languages.
4. Recognize the diversity in First Nations peoples languages.
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Lesson 1.2:
• 3-KC-001 Recognize citizenship as membership in the  
  Canadian community
• 3-KC-002 Give examples of responsibilities and rights of  
  Canadian citizens
• 3-VG-009 Be willing to accept differences among people,  
  communities and ways of life
• 3-VC-003 Respect the equality of all human beings
• 3-KL-019 Recognize that people have diverse ways of living  
  on or with the land
• 3-VL-006 Value the land for what it provides for  
  communities
• 3-KH-008 Value the enduring contributions of societies of  
  the past 

Lesson 1.2:
1. Gain understanding of the two parties to the historic  
 Treaties.
2. Gain awareness that the Treaty relationship exists between  
 First Nations peoples and all Canadians.
3. Identify the Treaty territories in the province of Manitoba.

Lesson 2.1:
• 3-VG-009 Be willing to accept differences among people,  
  communities and ways of life
• 3-KH-021 Recognize the continuity of cultures, traditions,  
  and practices over time

Lesson 2.1:
1. Gain understanding of First Nations peoples’ oral tradition  
 in their first language.
2. Gain awareness of the oral tradition and historical  
 Treaty-making.

Lesson 2.2:
• 3-VG-009 Be willing to accept differences among people,  
  communities and ways of life
• 3-VC-003 Respect the equality of all human beings
• 3-KL-019 Recognize that people have diverse ways of living  
  on or with the land
• 3-VL-006 Value the land for what it provides for  
  communities
• 3-KH-021 Recognize the continuity of cultures, traditions,  
  and practices over time
• 3-KH-022 Recognize that communities change over time
• 3-KH-008 Value the enduring contributions of societies of  
  the past 

Lesson 2.2:
1. Gain understanding of First Nations peoples’ stories about 
 values in the oral tradition.
2. Gain awareness of First Nations peoples’ seven sacred 
 teachings as told in the form of a story.
3. Gain awareness if the importance of the values of respect  
 and sharing to the Treaty relationship.

Lesson 3.1:
• 3-VG-009 Be willing to accept differences among people,  
  communities and ways of life
• 3-VC-003 Respect the equality of all human beings
• 3-VL-006 Value the land for what it provides for  
  communities
• 3-KI-011 Give examples of cultural expression in  
  communities studied
• 3-KH-021 Recognize the continuity of cultures, traditions,  
  and practices over time
• 3-KH-008 Value the enduring contributions of societies of  
  the past 

Lesson 3.1:
1. Gain awareness that First Nations peoples were self- 
 governing nations prior to contact with the Newcomers. 
2. Gain appreciation for the concepts of “discovered” and 
 “occupied” as reflecting two worldviews.
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Lesson 3.2:
• 3-VG-009 Be willing to accept differences among people,  
  communities and ways of life
• 3-VC-003 Respect the equality of all human beings
• 3-KL-019 Recognize that people have diverse ways of living  
  on or with the land
• 3-KH-021 Recognize the continuity of cultures, traditions,  
  and practices over time
• 3-KH-022 Recognize that communities change over time

Lesson 3.2:
1. Gain awareness that First Nations peoples had inter-tribal  
 Treaties prior to contact with the Newcomers.
2. Gain awareness of vocabulary describing movement of 
 peoples across lands.

Lesson 4.1:
• 3-VG-009 Be willing to accept differences among people,  
  communities and ways of life
• 3-VC-003 Respect the equality of all human beings
• 3-KL-019 Recognize that people have diverse ways of living  
  on or with the land
• 3-VL-006 Value the land for what it provides for  
  communities
• 3-KH-008 Value the enduring contributions of societies of 

Lesson 4.1:
1. Gain awareness of what a Treaty means.
2. Apply the understanding of Treaties to the Treaties between  
 First Nations peoples and the Crown (Canada).

Lesson 4.2:
• 3-VG-009 Be willing to accept differences among people,  
  communities and ways of life
• 3-VC-003 Respect the equality of all human beings
• 3-KP-033 Identify ways of resolving conflict in groups and  
  communities
• 3-KL-019 Recognize that people have diverse ways of living  
  on or with the land
• 3-VL-006 Value the land for what it provides for  
  communities
• 3-KH-021 Recognize the continuity of cultures, traditions,  
  and practices over time
• 3-KH-022 Recognize that communities change over time
• 3-KH-008 Value the enduring contributions of societies  
  of the past

Lesson 4.2:
1. Gain awareness that Treaties were signed with other  
 Indigenous Peoples of the world, similar to the First Nations  
 peoples in Manitoba.
2. Gain awareness that the Dakota Nations experience of not  
 signing a Treaty is shared with other Indigenous Peoples in  
 the world.

Treaty	Education	is	a	significant	aspect	of	Education	for	Sustainable	Development	(ESD)	in	Manitoba	in	creating	informed	
citizens that know the Treaty story and comprehend its relevance in society today, and understand their role and responsibil-
ity in the Treaties. The slogan “We Are All Treaty People” appropriately places each individual within Canada as a person 
responsible for honouring the historic Treaties within the contemporary setting. Sustainability can only be achieved when all 
people	progress	at	the	same	rate;	equality	is	a	measure	of	that	success.	By	teaching	Treaty	Education,	students	learn	about	
their countries’ history, and gain an appreciation for their role in maintaining the agreements and the  
relationship all Canadians share with the First Nations peoples. 

As	the	next	leaders,	students	throughout	Manitoba	will	take	responsibility	for	honouring	the	Treaty	Agreements;	it	is	vital	
that they understand the relevance of these agreements within the contemporary context. To ensure all Manitoba students are 
informed	citizens,	they	need	to	be	knowledgeable	of	the	significance	the	Treaties	had	in	relation	to	the	establishment	of	the	
province and the country. 
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Through Treaty education, students across Manitoba will learn to uphold a balanced perspective of the Treaties in relation to 
the First Nations peoples. Through a lens of collectivism, students will learn to appreciate their ancestral role in the Treaty-
making process and recognize the continued relationship all Canadians share with the First Nations peoples. Once students 
comprehend	this	knowledge	they	will	recognize	the	importance	of	honouring	the	Treaties;	building	democratic,	healthy,	
communities	locally	and	globally;	and	gaining	ownership	of	the	slogan,	“We Are All Treaty People”.

1.3 Learning About Treaties In Grade Three – Pedagogy 

At the Grade Three level, students’ knowledge is enlightened with 
the awareness of the connections their community has in relation to 
another. Students learn that communities near and far share similari-
ties and common issues. They learn about contemporary situations 
from stories of the past and can relate to their community in the same 
context. Students begin to explore their responsibility in creating a 
healthy, productive, positive community locally and how these actions 
translate to the larger global community. At this grade level, students 
place themselves not only within their local area, but on a worldwide 
scale. It is a time of discovery and connection. 

The traditional philosophy of the First Nations peoples has always 
been	of	reciprocity	and	community	connection;	it	is	a	shared	belief	
across many Indigenous people throughout the globe. Many Indig-
enous people believe that to develop a strong, healthy community, the 
onus is on the individual to be self-disciplined and abide by the moral ethics engrained throughout one’s life. Basically, the 
action	of	one	individual	can	ripple	its	influence	throughout	their	family	and	community	circles,	reaching	the	larger	global	
circle. Therefore, to understand the impact that this may have, one must also relate to others not only in their immediate 
environment, but on a larger scale. 

At this age level, students are ready to comprehend the connections communities share regionally, nationally and globally. 
An eight old student can relate to abstract concepts in practical terms and has the ability to analyze a situation and come to 
conclusion;	he/she	knows	right	from	wrong	and	is	able	to	meet	moderate	responsibilities.	Most	students	like	to	belong	to	a	
group	and	want	to	do	well.	Children	at	this	age	level	enjoy	assisting	with	simple	jobs;	it	gives	them	a	sense	of	accomplish-
ment	and	worthiness.	They	enjoy	learning	about	others	in	different	places	and	situations;	it	provides	awareness	and	connec-
tion. Students at this level begin to associate their Treaty relationship to those of others across the globe and gain an appre-
ciation of the connections they share. 

Learning about global communities is a very important to Treaty education, as it awakens the students’ knowledge that the 
Treaty-making process was not isolated to Canada, but transpired on a global basis as well. It gives them awareness of the 
connections communities share in regard to Treaties, whether that is neighbouring communities or those on the other side  

During the 1970’s the term ‘First Nations’ replaced the words ‘Indian’ and ‘Native”. First 
Nations who signed Treaties with the Crown (Canada) are known as ‘Treaty First Nations’. 
The contemporary terms “Aboriginal’ is used to classify three distinct and separate groups: 
the First Nations, Inuit, and Métis People. However each group self-identifies as separate 
people with their own unique and distinct heritage, language, cultural practices and spiri-
tual beliefs (TRCM, TELs, p. 50).

Global

Community

Family

Individual
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of the world. Treaty education aims to teach students in Grade Three to recognize communities in relation to the Treaty-
making process and connect their local situation globally. Students will learn about First Nations peoples in Manitoba on 
a regional basis and take a closer examination of two communities, one being a First Nations reserve. Students will gain 
a greater knowledge of other First Nations peoples in the region and expand their awareness of other Indigenous peoples 
in the world. They will learn that they as individuals and members of their families and community, they also belong to a 
global circle. Students will gain a greater sense of connection to the Treaty community and its relationships close and far 
away;	giving	a	greater	sense	of	meaning	to	the	slogan	“We	are	all	Treaty	people.”

1.4 Teacher Information Sheets, Lesson Plans And Black Line Masters

This Teacher Guide includes a series of lesson plans. Each lesson plan is linked to the existing Manitoba Social Studies  
curricula and supported by:

• Teacher Information Sheets intended to provide a focused context for the topics and facilitate the teacher’s  
understanding of the concepts to be covered in the lesson plans. 

• Black Line Masters (BLMs) which are individual tools designed to facilitate lesson plan delivery and implementation 
of Treaty education. 

The Teacher Guide for Grade Three supports an active learning approach and values the wealth of resources that exist to 
support the student learning process. 

(Classroom Teacher’s Note: Classroom teachers are encouraged to reflect their own cultural competency by exploring 
the guide content, becoming familiar with First Nations’ Treaty concepts, and delivering the lessons that will enhance and 
support the Manitoba Social Studies curriculum. By enhancing their own learning, classroom teachers can expand their 
student’s active learning experience about First Nations peoples in Manitoba, the Treaty making process, and the Treaty 
relationship that exists today between First Nations peoples and all other peoples in Canada.) 

The	Teacher	Guide,	information	sheets,	and	lesson	plans	identify	specific	references	and	suggest	additional	resources	 
that can be utilized to enhance the student’s active learning process. Teachers are encouraged to revise the suggested learn-
ing activities in relation to the learning abilities and prior knowledge of their students, and maximize the use of all the Treaty 
education learning resources in The Kit. The use of local resources is highly recommended to nuture meaning and build 
connections.

GRADE THREE students explore ways of life in selected communities of the world, past and 
present. They are introduced to world geography and enrich their appreciation of global 
diversity as they explore communities and cultures. Students study physical, social, and 
cultural characteristics of two contemporary communities of the world, one of which is an 
indigenous community. They also explore life in an ancient society selected from Egypt, 
China, Japan, the Vikings, Incas, Mayas, or Aztecs. Through this exploration, students 
discover the connections linking diverse communities, past and present, and develop an 
appreciation of the enduring contributions of communities of the world (Grade Three Social 
Studies, Communities of the World: A Foundation for Implementation. Manitoba Education. 
2005, pg. 53) 
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2. GRADE THREE TREATY EDUCATION 
 LEARNING RESOURCES 
This section of the Teacher Guide provides some basic background information for the teacher to gain an awareness and 
understanding of the overall Treaty education theme for Grade Three: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba. It also provides  
additional information for the teacher to better understand the theme and builds on the information provided in Part 4: 
Treaty Essential Learning #4: Worldviews found in the Treaty Essential Learnings: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba 
document which is part of the Treaty Education Kit.

Historically, First Nations peoples and Newcomers have shared a long history of friendship, alliances, and Treaty-making 
that	led	to	mutual	benefits.	These	mutual	benefits	of	the	Treaty	relationship	continue	to	this	day	and	will	continue	into	the	
future. 

Today,	the	First	Nations	peoples	continue	to	peacefully	co-exist	with	other	Canadians	and	Manitobans;	either	living	within	
their own First Nations communities throughout the province, or alongside other Manitobans in surrounding towns, and in 
the larger cities. The Treaty relationship continues to this day and includes all new Canadian citizens.

In Grade Three, students will be introduced to basic Treaty related concepts respecting First Nations peoples. This includes 
awareness that:

• First Nations peoples in Manitoba live in many parts of the province alongside and with other Manitobans, including 
their	home	First	Nations	communities,	surrounding	towns,	and	the	larger	cities;	

• the First Nations peoples of Manitoba and Canada (Crown) have a unique relationship called “the Treaty relationship” 
which	in	present-day	Manitoba	is	extended	to	all	Manitobans	and	Canadians	whose	families	have	come	to	benefit	 
from	the	First	Nations	peoples’	Treaty	promise	to	share	the	land	and	resources;

• First	Nations	peoples	share	their	teachings	and	history	through	the	oral	tradition	by	re-telling	of	significant	historical	
events, relationships to special places on the land and waters, and teachings that embody the First Nations  
peoples	worldview;

• First Nations peoples were fully functioning nations of peoples prior to contact with Newcomers, each with a distinct 
language,	culture,	traditions,	lifestyle,	and	ability	to	make	Treaties;

• There	are	various	definitions	of	a	Treaty,	which	explains	how	Newcomers	and	First	Nations	peoples	agreed	to	come	
together	to	outline	an	agreement	for	peaceful	coexistence	and	the	sharing	of	land	and	resources;	and

• Treaty-making with First Nations peoples in Manitoba is a shared experience with Indigenous peoples from other  
countries of the world. 

These basic concepts are introduced and will help students build a foundation for understanding more complex aspects  
of these basic concepts in higher grades as they progress through Grade 4 to 12.

Language is “not only a means of communication but a link which connects people with 
their past and grounds their social, emotional, and spiritual vitality”. (Norris, 1998:8)
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SUB-THEME #1: RELATIONSHIPS 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 1.1: Getting to Know the First Nations  
in Manitoba 

We entered, with the nation-state called Canada, into a number of treaties nation-to-nation basis,  
believing that these treaties would be a basis for future relations; that they would be a basis for  

maintaining this coexistence that is essential amongst the people of this planet.4

THE CONCEPT

Students	will	learn	the	very	basic	concept	that	there	are	five	linguistic	groups	First	Nations	peoples	in	Manitoba:	the	 
Anishinaabe	(Ojibway),	Anishininiw	(Oji-Cree),	Dakota,	Dene,	and	the	Nehow/Ininiw/Nehetho	(Cree);	and	that	the	First	
Nations peoples groups are diverse with their own distinct language, history, and culture.5

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

Background reading for this topic can be found in the Treaty Essential Learnings: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba 
(TELS) Part 4: Worldviews and within the Grade 5 Treaty Education Teacher Guide under Sub-Theme 4: First Nations  
in Manitoba – Language Groups and Nations. 

Key concepts for teachers to be aware of include:

• There	are	five	linguistic	groups	of	First	Nations	peoples	in	Manitoba:	Anishinaabe	(Ojibway),	Anishininiwak	 
(Oji-Cree), Dakota, Dene, and Nehowak/Ininiwak (Cree).

• Four	of	the	five	linguistic	groups	of	First	Nations	peoples	in	Manitoba	are	signatories	to	the	Numbered	Treaties	1,	2,	
3,	4,	5,	6,	and	10;	with	the	exception	of	the	Dakota	Nations,	who	have	maintained	their	own	unique	relationship	with	
Canada (Crown) without Treaties.

• Each	of	the	five	First	Nations	peoples	linguistic	groups	are	unique	with	their	own	distinct	language,	history	and	culture.
• In Manitoba, there are 63 First Nations communities, including six of the 20 largest First Nations communities in 
Canada;	twenty-three	of	which	are	not	accessible	by	an	all-weather	road.6

• Although First Nations peoples in Manitoba have unique languages, they do share some commonalities such as the 
importance of oral traditions as a link between the past, present and future, the Circle of Life Teachings, and a  
traditional worldview.

• Today, First Nations peoples have survived hardships associated with their respective colonization and Treaty  
experience and demonstrated resilience in transitioning to live in the contemporary world. 

• Citizenship and identity are equally important to First Nations peoples as they are to other Manitobans. Many First 
Nations	peoples	are	beginning	to	self-identify	using	their	original	names	in	their	first	language.

4 (Native American Council of New York, 1994, p. 66)
5 Treaty Relation Commission of Manitoba. (2010). The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher’s Guide Grade 5: The First Nations in Manitoba.
6 Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada. (2012). First Nations in Manitoba. Retrieved at http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100020400/1100100020404.
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The maps provided by the Manitoba First Nations Education Resource Centre, located in the Treaty Education Kit, identify 
the	First	Nations	community	names	in	their	original	first	language	of	the	people.	

In Manitoba, many First Nations communities are located near small towns like Gilliam, Rossburn, Hodgson and Métis 
communities	like	Manigotagan	and	Barrows;	including	larger	cities	such	as	Thompson,	Brandon,	and	Winnipeg.	Yet,	 
other First Nations communities remain isolated, such as Shamattawa. First Nations peoples also reside in many towns  
and cities across Manitoba. Like other Manitobans from different cultural backgrounds, First Nations peoples have learned 
to peacefully co-exist with other peoples.

Teacher may be interested in further exploring this topic by visiting the following on-line resources:

• Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs. Website: http://www.manitobachiefs.com 
• Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada. Website: http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca 
• The Atlas of Canada. Historical Maps of Canada. Website: http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/historical/ 

territorialevolution/1867 
• Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba. Website: http://www.trcm.ca
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 1.1: Getting to Know the First Nations  
in Manitoba 
GRADE 3

THEME:  The Treaty Experience in Manitoba

SUB-THEME 1:  Relationships

TOPIC 1.1:  Getting to Know the First Nations in Manitoba 

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students will become aware of the diversity of First Nations peoples communities in Manitoba and learn  
that	there	are	five	linguistic	groups	of	First	Nations	peoples	in	Manitoba	who	are	First	Nation	citizens	of	their	respective	
communities and equally, citizens of Canada. 

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson, students will:

1.	 Gain	understanding	of	the	diversity	of	First	Nations	peoples	by	identifying	the	five	linguistic	groups	of	First	Nations	
peoples in Manitoba.

2. Gain awareness of the locations of First Nations communities across the province and proximity to the student’s  
home community.

3.	 Gain	awareness	that	First	Nations	peoples	are	reclaiming	their	first	languages	by	renaming	their	communities	in	their	
languages.

4. Recognize the diversity in First Nations peoples’ languages.

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

3-KC-001 Recognize citizenship as membership in the Canadian community

3-KI-0071		 Describe	personally	significant	aspects	of	their	Aboriginal	community

3-VG-009  Be willing to accept differences among people, communities and ways of life

3-VC-003  Respect the equality of all human beings

3-KL-019  Recognize that people have diverse ways of living on or with the land

3-VL-006  Value the land for what it provides for communities

3-KI-013  Compare daily life in their own communities to life in communities studied

3-KI-011  Give examples of cultural expression in communities studied

3-KH-021  Recognize the continuity of cultures, traditions, and practices over time

3-KH-022  Recognize that communities change over time

3-KH-008  Value the enduring contributions of societies of the past
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Materials Required:

• Map 1: MFNERC Map of First Nations Communities in Manitoba located in the Kit

• Map of Manitoba with names of towns, cities and First Nations communities (Teacher will have to provide)

• Sioux Valley Dakota Nation DVD “wakan ye wiconi o iye – The Story of Our People” (20 minutes)

• BLM 1.1.1 Inquiry Cards 

• BLM 1.1.2 Vocabulary of Terms

• BLM 1.1.3 First Nations Language Groups in Manitoba

• BLM 1.1.4 Student Worksheet – Set of Questions

ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

a) Teacher Preparation: 

 • Read the Information Sheet and secure copies of a map of Manitoba with the  
  names of towns, cities and First Nations communities. 

 • Post the MFNERC map of First Nations communities in Manitoba in your  
  classroom.

b) Introduce the lesson and explore your students level of awareness of First Nations  
 peoples using the Inquiry Cards (BLM 1.1.1):

 • What do you know about First Nations peoples?

 • Do you live near a First Nations community?

c) Introduce and explore terms related to First Nations peoples i.e. Aboriginal, First  
 Nations, and the self-identifying terms – see Vocabulary Terms (BLM 1.1.2). 

d) Draw students’ attention to the two maps on display and ask them to:

 • Identify their location on the map;

 • Locate the nearest First Nations community(ies) or non-First Nations  
  community(ies);

 • Identify the nearest town or city;

 • Identify a geographical landmark (lake, river, mountain range, etc.). 

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Provide each student with a set of questions (BLM 1.1.4), the sheet of strips (BLM1.1.3)  
 and an index card for every question (4 cards).

b) Instruct students to cut and paste the 4 questions (BLM 1.1.4) onto an index card.

c) Organize students in small groups. Have them use the maps and the glossary of terms  
 (BLM 1.1.2) to guide them when exploring the following questions in their group  
 (BLM 1.1.4).

 • What is the name of the nearest First Nation community to your community? 

 • What First Nations peoples’ language group do you live near?

 • What would you like to learn about the First Nations community that you live near?

d) Have students cut and glue the strips as required to answer the first and second  
 questions. Students should include both the “English” and the “First Nation” term for  
 each question (BLM 1.1.3).

e) Have students share their findings with each other.
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Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Students will demonstrate their learning and understanding through their group  
 presentations and through their responses to what they would like to learn.

b) To demonstrate further learning, have students revisit the Inquiry Cards (BLM 1.1.1.)  
 and have them discuss the questions again.

c) Debrief on responses to dispel any misconceptions. 

Further Learning:

• Expand	to	several	lessons	to	study	of	the	nearby	First	Nations/non-First	Nations’	community;	to	examine	the	students’	
list	of	‘what	they	would	like	to	learn’	then	facilitating	the	learning	to	bridge	understanding;	invite	a	local	leader,	Elder,	
or resource person to visit the classroom to share and reinforce what student’s have been studying.

• Use the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation DVD as a case study to highlight the unique relationship that Dakota Nations  
have with Canada as a result of their history.

Assessment:

The student:
• organized	and	recorded	information	in	a	provided	format	(Information	Cards);
• drew	conclusions	based	on	research	and	evidence;
• learned	to	work	cooperatively	in	small	groups;
• learned key terms related to First Nations peoples.

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca
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BLM 1.1.1: INQUIRY CARDS

Cut and glue each question on an index card. Consider colour coding the questions. Give each student 
a set of the Inquiry Cards. 

What do you know about  
First Nations peoples?

What is the name  
of a First Nations  

community near you?
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BLM 1.1.2: VOCABULARY OF TERMS RELATED TO FIRST  
NATIONS PEOPLES 

ABORIGINAL: The descendants of the original inhabitants of North America. The Canadian Constitution 
recognizes three groups of Aboriginal peoples: Indian (see First Nations), Métis, and Inuit. These are 
three separate peoples with unique heritages, languages, cultural practices and spiritual beliefs.

FIRST NATIONS: A term that came into common usage in the 1970s to replace the word “Indian”, which 
some people found offensive. Although the term First Nation is widely used, no legal definition of it 
exists. Among its uses, the term First Nations peoples refer to the Indian peoples in Canada, both  
Status and non-Status. Some Indian peoples have also adopted the term First Nation to replace the 
word band in the name of their community.

CREE (Nehow(ak)/Ininiw(ak)/Nehetho: First Nations peoples in Northern and Central Manitoba are 
Cree. The name “Cree” comes from the French-Canadian term Christineaux meaning Christians. The 
self-identifying term used by the Cree is Ininiw(ak) meaning men, or generally, the people. In Manitoba, 
the Cree use both self-identifying term “Nehow(ak)” and “Ininiw(ak), meaning Cree person or Cree 
people.

DAKOTA OYATE: First Nations people who live in south-western Manitoba are Dakota. The Dakota 
Nations are First Nations peoples of Manitoba who are recognized as Indians and are registered in 
Ottawa but are not Treaty Indians as they do not have a recognized Treaty with the Crown. 

DENESULINE: The Athaspaskan-speaking peoples of the north-western Canada. Dene is the self-identi-
fying term that means “the people”. The Dene peoples in Manitoba also use the self-identifying term  
“Denesuline”.

OJIBWAY(S) (Anishinaabe(g): The First Nations peoples of Southern and Central Manitoba. In  
Manitoba, the Ojibway people are sometime referred to as Saulteaux, while in the U.S. they are  
often referred to as Chippewa. The self-identifying term is Anishinaabeg.

OJI-CREE(S) (Anishininiw(ak): First Nations who live in Northeastern Manitoba who speak a  
language that combines both Ojibway and Cree grammar and vocabulary. The self-identifying term  
is Anishininiw(ak).

7 Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba. (2012). Glossary of Terms in The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teachers Handbook. Winnipeg, Manitoba.
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BLM 1.1.3: FIRST NATIONS LANGUAGE GROUPS IN MANITOBA

The following sheet will help students cut and paste the answer to the first question: List the different 
First Nations peoples’ language groups in Manitoba? – listed on BLM 1.1.3.

The Teacher needs to copy the following sheet and cut into strips to ensure that all students can have 
access to the strips to complete the small group work and their worksheet BLM 1.1.4. 

English Terms:

Cree Dakota Dene

Ojibway Oji-Cree

Cree Dakota Dene

Ojibway Oji-Cree

First Nation Peoples’ Self-identifying Terms:

Nehowak/Ininiw/Nehetho 
(Cree) Dakota Oyate Denesuline

Anishinaabe (Ojibway) Anishininiw (Oji-Cree)

Nehowak/Ininiw/Nehetho 
(Cree) Dakota Oyate Denesuline

Anishinaabe (Ojibway) Anishininiw (Oji-Cree)
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BLM 1.1.4: STUDENT WORKSHEET – SET OF QUESTIONS

Copy cards onto coloured paper (same size as index cards). Consider colour coding the questions using 
any four colours. Students cut and glue on to individual index cards.

Can you list the different First Nations  
peoples’ language groups in Manitoba?

What is the name of the nearest First 
Nations/non-First Nation community  

to your community? 

Name the First Nations peoples’  
language group that you live near. 

What would you like to learn about the  
First Nations/non-First Nation community 

that you live near?
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SUB-THEME #1: RELATIONSHIPS 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 1.2: The Treaty Relationship 
While treaties are not a source of law in a strict sense, they are a source of obligation. Treaties  

negotiated and ratified between states have no prescribed form. States agree to bind themselves  
through articles of a treaty. The signing of a treaty by a state is an indication to other nations  

of its intention to be bound by the terms of the treaty.8

THE CONCEPT

Students will learn that the First Nations peoples in Manitoba have a unique historical relationship with Canada (Crown) 
which exists today and extends to all Manitobans, including New Canadians. The phrase ‘We are all Treaty people’ is part 
of this enduring relationship which exists between First Nations peoples and all Canadians. 

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

The Treaty Essential Learning: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba (TELS) is a reference document for teachers. Part Two: 
Treaty Essential Learning #2 explores key concepts related to The Treaty Relationship. 

(Teacher’s Note: Teachers are encouraged to read this section of the TELS to gain a deeper understanding of the Treaty 
relationship and the phrase ‘We are all Treaty People’.)

Key concepts for Grade Three students to understand include:

• that First Nations peoples have a unique lasting relationship with Canada that was created when the Treaties were 
signed;

• Treaties are living documents, intended to last “as long as the grass grows, the sun shines and the waters flow”9;
• The	Treaties	were	intended	to	benefit	Canada	and	future	generations	of	Canadians,	as	well	as	First	Nations	peoples;	
these	benefits	continue	to	be	enjoyed	by	all	Canadians;

• All	Manitobans	continue	to	benefit	from	the	Treaties	signed	in	Manitoba:	Treaty	1,	Treaty	2,	Treaty	3,	Treaty	4,	Treaty	
5,	Treaty	6,	and	Treaty	10;

• All Manitobans live and co-exist in First Nations traditional territories that were part of the historic Treaty-making 
process.

The map outlining the Treaties in Manitoba is critical to facilitating these understandings.

The Treaty relationship that was secured over a century ago remains active, vibrant and continually evolves as an integral 
part of Canada. First Nations peoples and all other citizens of Canada continue to enjoy learning from one another to make 
the country of Canada one of the most sought out countries in the world.

8 (Venne, 1998, p. 13)
9 Note that the term ‘waters’ and ‘rivers’ are used inter-changeably by some sources. 
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 1.2: The Treaty Relationship 
GRADE 3

THEME:  The Treaty Experience in Manitoba

SUB-THEME 1:  Relationships

TOPIC 1.2:  The Treaty Relationship 

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students will learn that historic Treaties created the lasting relationship between the two Treaty partners: 
Crown	(Canada)	and	the	First	Nations	peoples.	This	historic	Treaty	relationship	extends	its	benefits	to	all	Canadians.	

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson, students will:

1. Gain understanding of the two parties to the historic Treaties.

2. Gain awareness that the Treaty relationship exists between First Nations peoples and all Canadians.

3. Identify the Treaty territories in the province of Manitoba.

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

3-KC-001  Recognize citizenship as membership in the Canadian community

3-KC-002  Give examples of responsibilities and rights of Canadian citizens

3-VG-009  Be willing to accept differences among people, communities and ways of life

3-VC-003  Respect the equality of all human beings

3-KL-019  Recognize that people have diverse ways of living on or with the land

3-VL-006  Value the land for what it provides for communities

3-KH-008 V alue the enduring contributions of societies of the past

Materials Required:

• Map 1: MFNERC Map of Treaties in Manitoba
• Map of Manitoba with the names of towns, cities and First Nations communities
• The	Treaty	Relationship	medal	chloroplast	replica;	and	copies	of	it	for	a	colouring	activity	
• Treaties in Manitoba booklet, in the Kit
• TRCM CTV videos on USB Flash Drive in the Kit.
• The Story of Treaty-Making in Manitoba BLM 1.2.1
• Glossary in The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher’s Handbook in the Kit
• Blank paper, illustration tools (e.g. crayons, pencil crayons)
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

a) Teacher preparation includes:

 • reading the background Information Sheet for this lesson; the TELS document  
  Part 2 on The Treaty Relationship and the Treaties in Manitoba booklet by AANDC; 

 • viewing the TRCM CTV videos to determine the most suitable clip to use with  
  this lesson; 

 • posting the two maps of Manitoba in the classroom; and 

 • having the Treaty Relationship medal replica available.

b) Explore students’ prior knowledge by asking the following question: “what is a Treaty?”

c) Continue the discussion with a broad and general definition of a Treaty: as a solemn 
 promise that is made between 2 parties. In the case of Canada, the two parties were 
 Canada and the First Nations peoples (see Glossary in Teacher’s Handbook). 

d) Use the Treaty Relationship Medal replica to demonstrate the historical significance  
 of Treaties.

e) Explain to students that the Medal tells the story about the Treaty agreement and the  
 offers the visual picture of the terms of the Treaties. 

f) Pass the Treaty Medal around for all students to study. Ask them what story they see in  
 the Medal. 

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Use The Story of Treaty-making in Manitoba (BLM 1.2.1) to tell the students the story of  
 Treaty-making in Manitoba as depicted in archival maps, drawings, photos, and recent  
 map of the Treaty boundaries in Manitoba. Have students examine the maps, drawings 
 and photos.

b) Additional resource includes The Treaties in Manitoba booklet by AANDC provides a  
 chronology specific to the Manitoba experience.

c) Ensure that you discuss the benefits of the Treaty relationship to all peoples. Consult  
 the TELS document pages 20-21. 

d) Inform students that they will be creating their own story poster about the Treaty- 
 making process in Manitoba. Give each student a blank piece of paper to create their  
 story poster.

e)  Have students retell their version of the story of Treaty-making in Manitoba using a  
 variety of mediums i.e. art, words, pictures, which may include reproducing the Treaty  
 medal depicting the Treaty relationship. 

Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Students will demonstrate the extent of their learning and understanding of the key  
 concepts through their stories and art work. 

b) Follow-up with an activity that asks the students to draw and/or colour copies of the  
 Treaty Medal and add some key words to the picture.
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Further Learning:

• Have	students	identify	specific	nearby	communities	that	they	have	a	Treaty	relationship	with	and	discuss	similarities	
and differences, as well as how communities change over time, especially since the signing of the historic Treaties  
in Manitoba.

• Invite an Elder or Speaker from the TRCM Speakers’ Bureau to come and share their story of the Treaty relationship 
and	its	significance.	The	Elder	may	wish	to	highlight	the	significance	and	symbolism	of	the	Treaty	Medal	replica.	
Follow-up with an activity that asks the students to draw and/or colour the replicas of the Treaty Relationship  
chloroplast and add some key words to the picture.

Assessment:

The student:
• learned	who	the	two	parties	were	to	the	original	Treaties;
• learned	about	the	Treaty	relationship	and	can	name	the	two	parties;
• learned that Dakota Nations are not signatories to a Treaty in Manitoba.

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca
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BLM 1.2.1: THE STORY OF TREATY-MAKING IN MANITOBA

Before Treaty-making, Manitoba did not exist. During Treaty-making in 1870, Manitoba was a small 
postage stamp province…

In 1871, Manitoba was created when Canada acquired land from the Hudson’s Bay Company. This 
land was formerly First Nations land. Canada wanted to own all the land to join the country from 
sea to sea. Treaty-making was one way of acquiring land from the First Nations peoples. This began 
in 1871 in Manitoba when Treaty 1 and Treaty 2 were signed.10 

10 Map of Canada 1870, Library and Archives of Canada. Confederation for Kids. Retrieved at http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/obj/023002/f1/nlc006842-v6.jpg 
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Treaty 1 signed in 1871 at Lower Fort Garry near Selkirk,  
Manitoba – artist drawing.

Northwestern Ontario Ojibway Encampment – Treaty 3 signed 
in 1873 with Governor Alexander Morris.

Ojibway (Saulteaux) Camp near the site of the signing of  
Treaty 4, 1874. This picture illustrates the lifestyle of  

First Nations peoples at this time period.

Chief and Councillors at Fort Churchill – Treaty 5, 1875 and 
Adhesion – note the Treaty medals the gentlemen are wearing.

Treaty 6, 1876 – symbolism of taking Treaty and RCMP  
handling the Treaty paper (payment). To this day, the RCMP 
remain as part of the Treaty making party that pays Treaty 

annuities to First Nations peoples.

Treaty 10, 1909 – packs of flour handed out on Treaty  
making trips in Treaty 10 territory. Such provisions were  

part of the early Treaty annuities. Some First Nations  
communities continue this tradition today.11

11 Archival photos and art of Treaties 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 10. Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada (AANDC). Treaty Image Gallery. Retrieved at  
http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100029181/1100100029182 
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As described by the Elders of Dakota Oyate within Canada,  
the following map cites the ancient original indigenous  

territory of the Dakota Oyate within North America.12 

Following the Dakota War of 1862, many Dakota Nation  
peoples returned to their traditional territories in Canada. 

Some Dakota peoples came to southern Manitoba.13 

 

The Dakota Nations did not sign Treaties with Crown  
(Canada). There are 9 Dakota First Nations communities in 

Canada; 5 of them are in Manitoba.14

Today, those First Nations who signed Treaties with Crown (Canada) continue to receive the annuities (annual payments)  
which are a symbol of the enduring Treaty relationship between First Nations peoples and Canada. All Canadians have  

benefitted from the Treaty relationship, and continue to enjoy the benefits of access to land and resources.  
The Dakota Nations have different benefits from other Treaty First Nations in Manitoba.

Modern Day Treaty Annuities – Bunibonibee Cree Nation Elder 
receives her annual $5 payment (annuity) from the Crown 

(Canada) at Oxford House as required under the terms of the 
First Nations’ adhesion to Treaty 5.15

Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba, launch of the  
Treaty Education Initiative for Grades 5 and 6, September  
2011; part of the public education campaign promoting  

awareness that “We are all Treaty people” benefiting  
from the Treaty relationship.16

12 Retrieved from http://www.dakotaconsortium.com/leo_presentation.pdf 
13 Star quilt-Dakota. Retrieved at www.sciencebuzz.org/.../star-quilt-dakota-collection-science-museum- minnesota-a911 
14 Turtle Mountain-Souris Plains Heritage Association. Dakota Claim in Canada. Retrieved from http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/dakota-claim-canada/ 
15 Photo courtesy of Kevin Carlson Manitoba Keewatin, Thompson Citizen, 5 August 2009.
16 Photo courtesy of Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba. Retrieved at www.trcm.ca

30 • The Treaties and the Treaty Relations



Seven of the Numbered Treaties can be found in Manitoba: Treaty 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 10.17

This map shows First Nations communities and the locations for some larger towns and cities throughout the province.  
It can be supplemented by the Manitoba First Nations Education Resource Centre map of Treaties in Manitoba, which  

also shows Treaty 10 communities, and the Dakota Nations who are not signatory to the Treaties in Manitoba.

17 Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada. First Nations and Treaty Areas in Manitoba. Available in the Treaty Education Kit.
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SUB-THEME #2: TRADITIONAL TEACHINGS 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 2.1: Stories and Oral History – The Oral 
Tradition 
Our genesis stories tell us that we have been here since our Creator created us. We have lived on our Mother 

the Earth for all our time. This relationship between our Creator, our Mother, all other life forms, and our-
selves forms the basis of all that we know to be true. This relationship forms the basis of our law.18

THE CONCEPT

The concept of First Nations peoples and stories in the oral tradition is a theme that runs throughout the K- 12 Treaty  
education continuum. Teachers who have read the Grade 6 Treaty Education Teacher Guide, Topic 1.3: Oral Tradition – 
First Nations Stories will have some familiarity with this concept.

Students will learn that the First Nations peoples share knowledge about natural law, governance, history, culture, tradi-
tions, practices, language and worldview through spoken words in the oral tradition. This tradition relies on the memory 
of	those	present	who	witnessed	significant	events	in	time,	such	as	Treaty-making;	and	who	received	the	teachings,	songs,	
ceremonies, dances, and knowledge of special places on their peoples traditional territories, and alliances and confederacies 
with other peoples. First Nations peoples’ stories in the oral tradition served another purpose: as a teaching tool to provide 
guidance about life lessons, relationships among family, kinships, and traditional ways of being and knowing. It is through 
stories and narratives told in the oral tradition that remains an integral part of First Nations peoples’ knowledge transmission 
across successive generations.

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

The Treaty Essential Learning: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba (TELS) is a reference document for teachers. Part Four: 
Treaty Essential Learning #4 explores key concepts related to Worldviews. 

(Teacher’s Note: Teachers are encouraged to read this section of the TELS to gain a deeper understanding of the impor-
tance of the oral tradition to First Nations peoples. Specific reference to the Oral Tradition can be found on pages 64.  
The glossary in the Teacher Guides provides definitions of ‘oral history’ and ‘oral tradition’.)

First Nations peoples stories in the oral tradition responsibility of ensuring that they would relay the teachings and events in 
time to successive generations, through spoken words in the oral tradition. Methods of retelling and sharing this knowledge 
included an account of narratives or stories. Narratives are part of every culture and continue to be a method of transmitting 
knowledge to successive generations. Some cultures use terms like fables, myths, and stories to describe their narratives. 
First Nations peoples use terms like stories and legends of Tricksters who are teachers of life lessons and good behaviour. 
This methodology is used more with children as a teaching tool.

First Nations peoples known as Knowledge Keepers, including Elders who have historical knowledge, traditional knowl-
edge, teachings, and sacred knowledge are often sought out to share their knowledge in the oral tradition. Requests to 
known Knowledge Keepers, including Elders requires awareness of protocols used to make such requests. The Treaty  
Education Kit has a reference that provides some basic information on protocols for Teachers to read and become aware  
of, in the event they wish to access Knowledge Keepers and/or Elders to visit their classrooms. 

18 (Johnson, 2007) 
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Sacred knowledge about ceremonies and other cultural practices are often shared as the prerogative of the Knowledge 
Keeper or Elder, who knows the boundaries for sharing such knowledge with others. Respecting their responsibility and the  
protocols associated with sharing their knowledge is an important part of who they are. General knowledge about history, 
traditions, and teachings has fewer boundaries and are often shared with those who are genuine in their interest to learn  
and understand key concepts.

Narratives or stories on the other hand, are used as a method of imparting knowledge to others and have less protocols.

Key concepts for teachers and Grade Three students to understand include:

• that	First	Nations	peoples	have	retained	their	oral	tradition	through	the	spoken	word;
• respecting	the	teachings	of	Elders	and	Knowledge	Keepers	is	very	important;	which	can	be	demonstrated	by	practicing	
good	listening	skills,	watching	very	closely	what	you	may	be	shown,	and	giving	thanks	for	the	teachings	provided;

• First Nations stories in the oral tradition are important to the past, present and future. 

The oral tradition of First Nations peoples has continued to survive. Today, there are Knowledge Keepers and Elders who 
continue to pass their knowledge onto others through the oral tradition. Some First Nations stories or legends have been 
written and are available for sharing with others.
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 2.1: Stories and Oral History 
GRADE 3

THEME:  The Treaty Experience in Manitoba

SUB-THEME 2:  Traditional Teachings

TOPIC 1.1:  Stories and Oral History – The Oral Tradition

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students will learn that First Nations peoples’ stories in the oral tradition carry important teachings for  
young people. Further learning can include awareness that the oral tradition remains an important method for Elders to  
communicate	traditional	knowledge	and	history	of	their	people	in	their	first	language.	

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson, students will:

1.	 Gain	understanding	that	First	Nations	peoples’	oral	tradition	is	found	in	their	first	language.

2. Gain awareness of the importance of oral tradition to historical Treaty-making. 

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

3-VG-009  Be willing to accept differences among people, communities and ways of life

3-KH-021  Recognize the continuity of cultures, traditions, and practices over time

Materials Required:

• Short 2-3 minute clip from one of the DVD MFNERC Treaty Series (recommend Teacher select the DVD from  
your Treaty area).

• Turtle Puppet in the Kit.

• The Hand Shake story in the Kit

• Treaty Medal replica in the Kit.

• BLM 2.1.1 Exploratory Question: What kind of skills do you need to be a good storyteller?

• BLM 2.1.2 Turtle’s Story – Illustration
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

a) Teacher preparation includes reading the background

 Information Sheet for this lesson; the TELS document Part 4 on Worldviews; selecting  
 the most appropriate DVD from MFNERC Treaty Videos for this lesson.

b) Have students gather in a circle and ask:

 • If their parents have told them stories about long ago i.e. about their  
  grandparents, where they came from, how life used to be? 

 • How did they tell these stories i.e. did they use a book, or did they just tell it in  
  their own words? Did they tell it in a different language?

c) This exploratory discussion will lead into your lesson on the oral tradition and its  
 importance to First Nations peoples. 

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Have students remain in a circle.

b) Introduce the clip of the selected DVD to illustrate the oral tradition in a Native  
 Language as an example of how First Nations peoples communicated in the oral  
 tradition long time ago including at the time of Treaty-making; and how this skill has 
 survived today. Ask students “what kind of skills do you need to be a good storyteller?”  
 (BLM 2.1.1)

c) Introduce them to “Turtle” (puppet) as the storyteller who will be speaking in English.  
 Begin telling a short story in the oral tradition of how First Nations used the oral  
 tradition in the past (base your story on your readings) i.e. “ a long time ago … and  
 today …” Use The Hand Shake story in the Kit.

d) Ask for volunteer students to use the Turtle puppet to retell parts of the story to the  
 group. This may involve 2-3 versions of the story, as each will recall it in part or whole. 
 Inform students that this is how the oral tradition is passed on. It requires good  
 listening skills so the main parts of the story are retold with accuracy. A good memory 
 and ability to recall are equally important.

e) Debrief with students about how they felt when they were asked to recall the story.  
 Note that this is a challenge for First Nations and other cultures who use the oral  
 tradition to share stories of their past. Ask the students what could they do to help them  
 remember the story? 

f) As a final activity, ask students to illustrate the story that Turtle told them in the oral  
 tradition. (BLM 2.1.2)

g) Create a gallery walk of the students artwork by posting their BLM 2.1.2 versions. 

Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Students will demonstrate their learning and understanding through their art work and  
 interpretation of their work. 

Further Learning:

• Consider inviting an Elder or known Storyteller to visit your classroom to tell stories or legends in the oral tradition. 
Then debrief with students on what they think the life lesson is that the Elder/Storyteller is sharing. Allow time for 
Elder/Storyteller-student interaction and dialogue.

• An additional activity could involve asking students to imagine what story the Treaty Medal replica is telling.  
Allow students to study the replica and consider the symbolism in the medal and its relevance to the slogan  
“We Are All Treaty People”.
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Assessment:

The student:
• learned	about	the	oral	tradition;
• communicated their understandings and learnings through their artwork, interactions, and group debrief.

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca
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BLM 2.1.1: EXPLORATORY QUESTION
What kind of skills do you need to be a good storyteller?

SKILLS OF A GOOD STORYTELLER
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BLM 2.1.2: TURTLE’S STORY – ILLUSTRATION
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SUB-THEME #2: TRADITIONAL TEACHINGS 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 2.2: Teachings, Stories About Values:  
Respect and Sharing 

....at the heart of most Elders stories and teachings is the idea that it is important for  
an individual to attempt to live Bimaadiziwin, ‘the way of good life’ or ‘everyday  

good living’ in accordance with the teachings of the Creator.19

THE CONCEPT

The concept of First Nations peoples’ traditional teachings about values is explored through storytelling. 

Students will learn that First Nations peoples’ stories in the oral tradition serve the purpose as a teaching tool to provide 
guidance about values, life lessons, relationships among family, kinships, and traditional ways of being and knowing. 

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

As with Lesson 2.1 on Stories in the Oral Tradition, The Treaty Essential Learning: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba 
(TELS), Part Four: Treaty Essential Learning #4 explores key concepts related to Worldviews. Teachers are encouraged to 
read this section of the TELS to gain a deeper understanding of the importance of the oral tradition to First Nations peoples. 
Specific	reference	to	values	can	be	found,	beginning	on	page	53.

First Nations peoples use terms like stories and legends of Tricksters who are teachers of life lessons and good behaviour. 
This methodology is used mostly with children as a teaching tool. Some Tricksters include Nanaboozo (Anishinaabe –  
Ojibway) and Weesakeechak (Nehow/Ininiw/Nehetho – Cree). There are many published stories about these Tricksters that 
teachers can draw upon to illustrate how values are imparted through stories.

The Seven Teachings by Dave Courchene Jr. is an example of teachings from the oral tradition that has made its way into 
print. A copy of this resource is available in the Treaty Education Kit. It is a storybook that imparts teachings of First 
Nations values from an Anishinaabe perspective. Among the seven teachings are the fundamental values of respect and 
sharing, which continue to be important to the Treaty relationship as understood from the First Nations peoples’ perspective. 
Respect	for	each	others’	way	of	life;	Sharing	of	the	land	and	resources.
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 2.2: Teachings, Stories about Values –  
Respect and Sharing 
GRADE 3

THEME:  The Treaty Experience in Manitoba

SUB-THEME 2:  Traditional Teachings

TOPIC 2.2:  Teachings, Stories about Values: Respect and Sharing – Stories and Legends

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students will learn that First Nations stories in the oral tradition carry important teachings for young  
people about values which are important to the Treaty relationship.

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson, students will:

1. Gain understanding of First Nations peoples’ stories about values in the oral tradition.

2. Gain awareness of First Nations peoples’ seven sacred teachings as told in the form of a story.

3. Gain awareness of the importance of the values of respect and sharing to the Treaty relationship.

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

3-VG-009  Be willing to accept differences among people, communities and ways of life

3-VC-003  Respect the equality of all human beings

3-VL-006  Value the land for what it provides for communities

3-KI-011  Give examples of cultural expression in communities studied

3-KH-021  Recognize the continuity of cultures, traditions, and practices over time

3-KH-008  Value the enduring contributions of societies of the past

Materials Required:

• The Seven Teachings	by	Dave	Courchene	Jr.	found	in	the	Kit;

• Turtle puppet in the Kit.

• Treaty Medal replica in the Kit.

• BLM 2.2.1 Student Activity Sheet: Values

• BLM 2.2.2 Student Worksheet: Story

19 (Kulchyski, McCaskill, & Newhouse, 1999, p. p.xv)
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

a) Teacher preparation includes reading the background Information Sheet for this  
 lesson; the TELS document Part 4 on Worldviews; and The Seven Teachings book.

b) Introduce vocabulary of “values” – what are values?

c) This exploratory discussion will lead into the lesson on the importance of storytelling to  
 First Nations peoples about their values of respect and sharing. 

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Use The Seven Teachings book as an example of how First Nations peoples have taken  
 stories from their oral tradition and put them into print form. 

b) Have students gather in a circle for reading. Introduce them to “Turtle” (puppet) as the  
 storyteller. Begin telling the story in the oral tradition of how First Nations used the oral  
 tradition in the past to teach others about their values and their culture (base your story  
 on your readings). Then draw the students’ attention to the book.

c) Read the book to the students, ensuring that they get the benefit of seeing the  
 illustrations.

d) Discuss the seven values. Focus on the values of “respect” and “sharing” in the context  
 of Treaties and the Treaty relationship.

e) Ask for volunteer students to use the Turtle puppet to retell the story to the group about  
 the values of “respect” and “sharing”. They may help each other remember details of  
 the story with respect to the two values.

f) Debrief with students about how they felt when they were asked to recall the story. 

Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) As a final activity, review with students the concept that Treaties are about respect and  
 sharing. Ask students to illustrate the value of respect and sharing that Turtle shared  
 with them by asking the question “what does respect look like?” and “what does  
 sharing look like?” Use BLM 2.2.1 as a handout.

b) Students will demonstrate their learning and understanding by writing a short essay  
 (introduction, body, and conclusion) along with a picture – BLM 2.2.2.

Further Learning:

• Invite	an	Elder	or	historian	to	share	their	story	of	their	Nation	in	the	oral	tradition;	and	discuss	the	students’	key	 
points of learning.

Assessment:

The student:
• learned	about	First	Nations	peoples’	perspectives	on	their	values	of	“respect”	and	“sharing”;	and	
• communicated their understandings and learnings through their artwork, interactions, and group debrief.

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca
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BLM 2.2.1: STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET

What does “respect” look like?

What does “sharing” look like?
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BLM 2.2.2: STUDENT WORKSHEET – STORY

Introduction:

Body:

Conclusion:
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SUB-THEME #3: HISTORY 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 3.1: First Nations Pre-contact Lifestyles  
and Cultures 

Did Christopher Columbus discover America? Can something that is not lost be discovered.20

THE CONCEPT

Students will learn that the First Nations peoples in Manitoba were vibrant nations with their own forms of government, 
natural laws, languages, traditions, spirituality, lifestyles and cultures before the Newcomers came to North America. The 
Newcomers did not discover this land, but rather became part of the mosaic of the land and its peoples over time to contrib-
ute to this country now known as Canada. 

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

The Treaty Essential Learnings: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba (TELS) Part Three: Treaty Essential Learning #3:  
Historical Context for Treaties explores key concepts related to First Nations peoples’ perspectives on their origins and  
ways of life prior to contact with Newcomers. 

(Teacher’s Note: Teachers may also find background information in the Grade 5 Treaty Education Teacher Guide, as part  
of the introduction to the theme – First Nations in Manitoba.)

Traditionally,	First	Nations	peoples	were	self-sufficient	nations	who	occupied,	used	and	managed	vast	tracts	of	traditional	
territories that cross many present-day provincial and international boundary lines. The ability to migrate with their food 
sources and the seasons, across the land and on the waters, was an important part of the relationships that First Nations 
peoples formed with each other across the various nations found in North America. These relationships were managed 
through agreements, alliances, and Treaties which made provision for peace, friendship and trade purposes. 

Key concepts for Teachers to understand include:

• First Nations peoples moved with the seasons (Spring, Summer, Winter, Fall) and with their food source(s) i.e. buffalo, 
and	other	fur	bearing	animals	that	contributed	to	their	survival;

• First Nations peoples had established and fully functioning traditional governments that managed their nomadic  
lifestyles and traditional practices.

These	key	concepts	supported	the	First	Nations	peoples	to	be	self-sufficient	nations.

20 (Venne, 1998, p. 1)
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 3.1: First Nations Pre-contact Lifestyles  
and Culture 
GRADE 3

THEME:  The Treaty Experience in Manitoba

SUB-THEME 3:  History

TOPIC 3.1:  First Nations Pre-contact Lifestyles and Culture 

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students will learn that First Nations peoples were fully functioning nations with their own forms of govern-
ment, natural laws, languages, traditions, spirituality, lifestyles and cultures before the Newcomers came to North America. 

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson, students will:

1. Gain awareness that First Nations peoples were self-governing nations prior to contact with the Newcomers. 

2.	 Gain	appreciation	for	the	concepts	of	“discovered”	and	“occupied”	as	reflecting	two	worldviews.	

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

3-VG-009  Be willing to accept differences among people, communities and ways of life

3-VC-003  Respect the equality of all human beings

3-KL-019  Recognize that people have diverse ways of living on or with the land

3-VL-006  Value the land for what it provides for communities

3-KH-021  Recognize the continuity of cultures, traditions, and practices over time

3-KH-022  Recognize that communities change over time

3-KH-008  Value the enduring contributions of societies of the past

Materials Required:

• BLM 3.1.1Blank Map of Canada (can be enlarged)
• Archival pictures from suggested websites in Treaty Education Initiative: Teacher Handbook
• Wolf Puppet
• Make a copy of a blank map of Canada with no provincial or territorial borders on a 8 1/2" x 14" paper
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

a) Teacher preparation includes reading the background Information Sheet for this lesson;  
 the TELS document Part 3 on Historical Context of Treaties; acquire the map from Parks  
 Canada and view websites to extract most appropriate archival pictures depicting First 
 Nations lifestyles.

b) Have student consider the inquiry questions: 

 • What did Canada look like before the Newcomers came? 

 • Was Canada discovered or was it always here?

c) Introduce terminology and ensure students understand the concept of “discovered”.  
 Ask students what they want to know? Begin a list. Draw student’s attention to BLM  
 3.1.1 Blank Map of Canada as part of debriefing the inquiry questions. 

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Share with students what you have learned about First Nations pre-contact using the  
 Wolf puppet. As enrichment, if you have received the Wolf Teaching on Jurisdiction,  
 share it with the students. If not, continue with your own story based on your readings  
 and understanding of First Nations pre-contact lifestyles and culture i.e. nomadic, lived  
 in homes that could be easily taken down i.e. tipi; hunted and gathered food for  
 survival; dress often reflected use of different parts of the animals; implements and  
 weapons used were from nature i.e. wood, different minerals.

b) Discuss First Nations peoples pre-contact lifestyles and culture. Have students draw  
 images of what they think a typical First Nations village would have looked like. Have  
 students share their stories by doing a gallery walk of their images. Teacher’s need to  
 monitor and/or guide progress.

c) Dispel any misconceptions or romanticized ideologies of First Nations peoples.

Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Students will demonstrate their learning and understanding through their stories  
 and art work. 

Further Learning:

• Transition students to Lesson 3.2: First Nations Pre-contact Treaties by discussing how First Nations peoples co-existed 
before contact with the Newcomers.

Assessment:

The student:
• drew	conclusions	based	on	research	and	evidence;
• communicated	their	learning	through	art	forms;
• dispelled	misconceptions	about	First	Nations	peoples	history	and	past	lifestyles;

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca
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BLM 3.1.1: BLANK MAP OF CANADA12SUB-THEME #3: HISTORY 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

21 Map of Canada. Retrieved from http://0.tqn.com/d/geography/1/0/T/K/canada2.jpg and/or http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=blank+map+of+canada+without+borders&qpvt=blank+map+of+canada+without+b
orders&FORM=IGRE#view=detail&id=6319FBF5A3643E2B82BA8FB9E3F2248E5A2573D2&selectedIndex=4
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TOPIC 3.2: First Nations Pre-contact Treaties 
For Indian people today, the technological, social, economic, and philosophical aspects of making a living 

must be reconciled and integrated with more ancient views of the world.22

THE CONCEPT

Students will learn that the First Nations peoples had long-standing Treaties, agreements, alliances and confederacies with 
each other. Some of these traditional structures remain today and some new alliances have emerged in response to the 
changing landscape among First Nations peoples. 

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

The Treaty Essential Learnings: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba (TELS) Part Three: Treaty Essential Learning #3:  
Historical Context for Treaties explores key concepts related to First Nations peoples pre-contact Treaties, agreements,  
alliances and confederacies with each other. 

(Teacher’s Note: Teachers may also access additional reading from the Grade 5 Treaty Education Teacher Guide: Teacher 
Information Sheet Introduction to Grade 5 Theme – The First Nations of Manitoba.)

Pre-contact Treaties took many different forms as they were negotiated and made for different purposes, mainly peace, 
friendship, trade and access to shared resources across different nations’ traditional territories by independent self-governing 
nations. These pre-contact inter-tribal Treaties also included alliances, and confederacies. 

Some examples of First Nations peoples’ traditional alliances and confederations include: 

a) Dakota Nations Seven Council Fires	that	united	all	Dakota	peoples;

b) Three Fires Society or Council of Three Fires that united the Ojibway, Odawa, and Pottawatomi peoples.

Presently, some of these traditional structures have survived and new ones have emerged. In Manitoba, the Assembly of 
Manitoba Chiefs is an example of a new type of confederacy that has united most First Nations across Manitoba. The  
Three Fires Society is an example of a traditional structure that has survived over time.
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 3.2: First Nations Pre-contact Treaties 
GRADE 3

THEME:  The Treaty Experience in Manitoba

SUB-THEME 3:  History

TOPIC 3.2:  First Nations Pre-contact Treaties 

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students will learn that First Nations peoples had long-standing inter-tribal agreements, alliances and  
confederacies with each other prior to contact with Newcomers. 

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson, students will:

1. Gain awareness that First Nations peoples had inter-tribal Treaties prior to contact with the Newcomers.

2. Gain awareness of vocabulary describing movement of peoples across lands.

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

3-VG-009  Be willing to accept differences among people, communities and ways of life

3-VC-003  Respect the equality of all human beings

3-KL-019  Recognize that people have diverse ways of living on or with the land

3-KH-021  Recognize the continuity of cultures, traditions, and practices over time

3-KH-022  Recognize that communities change over time

Materials Required:

• Wolf Puppet in the Kit.

• Internet link to the Manitoba Historical Society, retrieved at http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/transactions/3/ 
indianmigrations.shtml on migrations of the Anishinaabe (Ojibway), Dene, and Dakota (sometimes referred to as 
Assiniboine, in context of this particular reference/resource)

• Magazines and newspapers for cutting out pictures i.e. National Geographic

• Reference to BLM 3.1.1: Blank Map of Canada

Website Reference

• www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100032297/1100100032309 . See maps of Treaty-making in Canada.
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

a) Teacher preparation includes reading the background Information Sheet for this  
 lesson; the TELS document Part 3 on Historical Context of Treaties; acquire an early  
 migration map(s) of First Nations peoples prior to contact.

b) Introduce vocabulary i.e. migration, encroachment.

c) Have students review the migration map(s) of First Nations. Engage them in observing  
 migrations and the potential implications of movement across different First Nations  
 traditional territories. Have students predict what might have happened when such  
 encroachment took place by researching the Internet link 
 provided in the Materials/Equipment section above.

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Share with students what you have learned about First Nations peoples pre-contact  
 lifestyles and culture using the Wolf puppet. Some key related points to be considered  
 are: First Nations peoples made Treaties to keep the peace, they had agreements for  
 seasonal use of traditional territory or safe passage with each other and early  
 traders, etc.

b) Draw students’ attention to the blank map of Canada (BLM 3.1.1) and explore with them 
 what Canada might have looked like when only the First Nations were here.

c) Have students create a collage using pictures from magazines, newspapers or the  
 Internet, etc. that help to show “what Canada might have looked like when only the  
 First Nations were here”.

d) Have students share their stories and dispel any misconceptions or romanticized  
 images.

Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Each student will demonstrate their learning and understanding through their stories  
 and art work. 

Further Learning:

• Have students discuss how traditional lifestyles change and new relationships are formed in response to changes on the 
land. View the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation DVD as a resource to contextualize the Dakota Nation experience of reloca-
tion and the reception they received when they returned to their traditional territory in present-day Manitoba. Use the 
MFNERC	Map	of	First	Nations	Communities	to	highlight	the	five	Dakota	First	Nations’	communities	in	Manitoba.

• Have students explore an example(s) of a traditional alliance(s) and a contemporary alliance, noting any similarities  
or differences.

• Have students create a collage using appropriately sourced pictures from magazines, newspapers, archives, or the  
Internet that help to show “what Canada might have looked like when only the First Nations peoples were here”.

Assessment:

The student:
• drew	conclusions	based	on	research	and	evidence;
• communicated their learning through art forms.

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca
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SUB-THEME #4: TREATIES 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 4.1: Definitions of a Treaty 
I accept your hand, and with it the lands and will keep all my promises, in the firm belief that the  

treaty now to be signed will bind the red man and the white man together as friends forever.23

THE CONCEPT

Students	will	learn	definitions	of	a	Treaty	and	explore	First	Nations	peoples’	understanding	of	their	Treaties	with	Crown	
(Canada).

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

The Treaty Essential Learnings: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba (TELS) Part One: Treaty Essential Learning #1: The 
Treaties explores key concepts related to Treaties within the context of Treaties between First Nations peoples and the 
Crown (Canada). 

Treaties are agreements, voluntarily entered into by both parties, which provide for peaceful relations between two nations.24 

Other	definitions	of	a	“Treaty”	are:

• A Treaty is “an agreement, especially one between nations, signed and approved by each nation” (TRCM, Treaty  
Essential Learnings: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba,	p.	14);

• A Treaty is an “intention to create obligations, the presence of mutually-binding obligations and a certain measure of 
seriousness” (TRCM, Treaty Essential Learnings: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba, p. 14).

In	the	Canadian	context	of	Treaties	between	First	Nations	peoples	and	Crown	(Canada),	Treaties	are	defined	as	solemn	
agreements between two or more nations that create mutually binding obligations (AANDC Frequently Asked Questions – 
Treaty Land Entitlement25);	a	definition	which	also	appears	in	the	Teacher	Guide	Glossary.

Treaties for First Nations peoples are sacred agreements between the First Nations peoples and Crown (Canada), as wit-
nessed by the Creator. Some First Nations peoples have continued to maintain the belief that the Commissioners and repre-
sentatives who were sent to negotiate and make the historic Treaties with First Nations peoples were indeed representatives 
of the Crown (British Monarch). Canada maintains that the British North America Act of 1867 created Canada with all the 
authorities of a self-governing nation that included the right to make Treaty with the First Nations peoples, in accordance 
with the provisions of the Royal Proclamation of 1763. The successive Numbered Treaties, beginning with the signing of 
Treaty No. 1 in 1871, is an example of Treaties signed between Crown (Canada) and First Nations peoples.

Treaties were made between various nations for peace, friendship, non-interference and 
sharing of lands and resources…When our forefathers signed the Treaties, they believed 
that our lands would provide home bases, which would provide sustenance, as they always 
had done – as long as the sun shines, the grass grows and the rivers flow. (Treaty Relations 
Commission of Manitoba, [TRCM], Treaty Essential Learning’s, 2010, p. 12)

23 (Morris, 1991, p. 51)
24 Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba. (2010). Treaty Essential Learnings: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba, p13.
25 AANDC. (2013). Frequently Asked Questions – Treaty Land Entitlement. Retrieved at http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100034819/1100100034820 
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Treaties	are	more	than	the	written	word;	it	is	also	about	the	spoken	words	that	were	used	by	both	parties	and	the	promises	
that they made to each other in the exchange that would support their mutual survival and peaceful co-existence, while 
creating socio-economic stability in Canada as it was being created. Critical to this process was language and the two world-
views	that	came	together;	both	would	later	challenge	the	Treaty	relationship	over	time,	up	to	and	including	the	present.

The key understandings for Teachers to pass to their students is the essence of Treaties as a promise with mutual binding 
obligations that are to be respected by both parties – which in the Canadian context are the First Nations peoples and the 
Crown as represented by the government of Canada.
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 4.1: Definitions of a Treaty 
GRADE 3

THEME:  The Treaty Experience in Manitoba

SUB-THEME 4:  Treaties

TOPIC 4.1:  Definitions of a Treaty 

Lesson Overview:

In	this	lesson	students	will	learn	the	definition	of	a	“Treaty”	and	how	this	relates	to	the	Treaties	signed	between	the	First	
Nations peoples and the Crown (Canada). 

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson, students will:

1. Gain awareness of what a Treaty means.

2. Apply the understanding of Treaties to the Treaties between First Nations peoples and Crown (Canada).

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

3-VG-009  Be willing to accept differences among people, communities and ways of life

3-VC-003  Respect the equality of all human beings

3-KL-019  Recognize that people have diverse ways of living on or with the land

3-VL-006  Value the land for what it provides for communities

3-KH-008  Value the enduring contributions of societies of the past

Materials Required:

• BLM 4.1.1 Vocabulary Chart
• Reference book on Historic Treaties in Canada: Solemn word and Foundational Documents in Canadian History 

(2012) in the Kit 
• Map of the Treaties in Manitoba in the Kit
• Treaty Medal Replica in the Kit
• Wolf Puppet in the Kit
• BLM 4.1.2 Treaties Patty Cake Chant 
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

a) Teacher preparation includes reading the background Information Sheet for this  
 lesson; the TELS document Part 1 on The Treaties; post the Map of Treaties in Manitoba  
 in the classroom; retrieve the book Historic Treaties in Canada: Solemn word and  
 Foundational Documents in Canadian History (2012) for show and tell to illustrate the  
 magnitude of promises made between First Nations peoples across the country and the  
 Canada (Crown).

b) Ask students if they know what it means to make a promise to someone; invite group  
 discussion.

c) Discuss the role of communication when a promise/Treaty is made and what values are  
 important to the process i.e. mutual respect.

d) Introduce the concept and use the BLM 4.1.1 to introduce key vocabulary words i.e. a  
 Treaty; Treaties. 

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Use the Treaty Medal Replica to illustrate the symbolism associated with Treaties  
 between the First Nations peoples and the Canada (Crown). Consult the TELS document  
 for interpretations of the symbols.

b) Ask students why they think Treaties were important when Canada was being created.  
 Explore their level of understanding as a beginning place to investigate Treaties in  
 Manitoba. Use the map to illustrate the number of Treaties that were made. Consult  
 TELS provision of Treaty.

c) Use the Wolf puppet to tell a story of the seven Treaties in Manitoba and the Dakota  
 Nations experience as non-Treaty signatories.

d) Have students paired off to play the “Treaties Patty Cake Chant” to remember the  
 Treaties in Manitoba – See BLM 4.1.2. Allow students to change partners and play the  
 game for 10-15 minutes. Then return to the Map of Treaties in Manitoba and ask them  
 the dates of each Treaty region.

Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Students will demonstrate their learning and understanding that:

 • Treaties were signed as a mutual promise between the Treaty Partners as  
  represented by the First Nations peoples and Canada (Crown). 

 • That there are seven Treaty territories in Manitoba.

b) Students may recall the dates that the Treaties in Manitoba were signed. 

Further Learning:

• Have students locate their community on the map of Manitoba and identify what Treaty region they live in. 
• Explore the statement “We Are All Treaty People”. Have students write at least 2-3 paragraphs demonstrating their 

understanding of why “We Are All Treaty People”. 

Assessment:

The student:
• Will	draw	conclusions	from	maps	and	print;
• Will	communicate	their	learning	through	chant;
• Will	demonstrate	learning	through	dialogue	and	discussion;

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca

54 • The Treaties and the Treaty Relations



BLM 4.1.1: VOCABULARY CHART

TREATIES are agreements, voluntarily entered into by both parties, which provide for peaceful relations 
between two nations.26 

Other definitions of “A TREATY” are:

•  A Treaty is “an agreement, especially one between nations, signed and approved by each nation” 
(TRCM, Treaty Essential Learnings: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba, p. 14);

•  A Treaty is an “intention to create obligations, the presence of mutually-binding obligations and  
a certain measure of seriousness” (TRCM, Treaty Essential Learnings: The Treaty Experience in  
Manitoba, p. 14).

26 Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba. (2010). Treaty Essential Learnings: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba, p13.
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BLM 4.1.2: TREATIES PATTY CAKE CHANT

Treaty # 1 was signed in 1871;

Treaty # 2 was another one in 1871 not 1872; 

Treaty #3 was signed in 1873; 

Treaty #4 was signed in 1874;

Treaty # 5 was signed in 1875; 

And again in 1908 – did they do it right?

Treaty # 6 was signed in 1876;

Treaty #10 was signed with a pen;

In 1906, when it was added to the mix;

Now there are seven;

Yes, seven out of seven!

But there are a total of eleven Numbered Treaties – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Treaties 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 10 are in present-day Manitoba.
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SUB-THEME #4: TREATIES 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 4.2: Treaty-making and Indigenous  
Peoples in the World 

I believe that it is very important to end colonization as it affects all of humanity, because decolonization  
is a right for all human beings, including the indigenous people around the world.27

THE CONCEPT

Treaty-making by the colonial governments with Indigenous peoples from other parts of the world was based on the  
premise	of	‘terra	nullius’;	however	Treaties	were	not	always	the	final	outcome	of	these	early	encounters.	In	North	America,	
the Royal Proclamation of 1763 has continued to be a foundational document upon which Treaty-making practices were 
undertaken with First Nations peoples which created a mutually binding relationship – the Treaty relationship.

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

Treaty-making has been a tool that has been used by colonial governments (i.e. British, French, Spanish) to form rela-
tionships with Indigenous peoples in other parts of the world as a means to acquire access to new territories, lands and 
resources. The Royal Proclamation of 1763 played a major role in Treaty-making, as it provided a framework for colonial 
governments to undertake the practice of Treaty-making with Indigenous peoples in North America. The practice of  
Treaty-making with other Indigenous Peoples on other continents, like New Zealand and Australia, has created some  
unique relationships.

Some examples of Treaty-making with other Indigenous peoples of the world and the Crown includes:

• The Maori Peoples from New Zealand who signed the Treaty of Waitangi with the British Crown in 1840.28 This Treaty 
is recognized as a founding document of the country by the New Zealand government. It was also a Treaty, whose text 
was written in English and Maori.29 Today, the government of New Zealand supports a public education program on  
the Treaty of Waitangi by the Treaty Information Unit, State Service Commission, Government of New Zealand.

• Like the Dakota Nations in Canada, no formal binding Treaties were signed with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander	Peoples	of	Australia	with	the	British	Crown.	The	first	colony	was	established	in	the	Aboriginal	and	Torres	
Islander Peoples’ traditional territories in 1788.30 This has continued to challenge the relationship between the Indig-
enous peoples of Australia and the government of Australia. 

These examples, including the experience in present-day Canada illustrates the art of Treaty-making as practiced by the 
Crown (Canada). Treaties have served as a place to begin dialogues about outstanding issues related to Treaty implementa-
tion,	but	without	a	Treaty	it	has	been	difficult	for	Indigenous	peoples	to	begin	the	process,	as	evidenced	by	the	Aboriginal	
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of Australia, who were not recognized as nations and thus were not invited to sign a 
Treaty with the British Crown. In 1991 a Council of Reconciliation was established to reconcile the relationship between 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples and all Australians. The Council developed a ‘document of reconciliation’ 
that outlines the issues related to Treaty-making in Australia as a means of continuing the dialogue between the two parties 
(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples and the British Crown). Reconciliation remains a goal.

27 (Native American Council of New York, 1994, p. 65)
28 Treaty Information Unit, State Services Commission, New Zealand. Retrieved at http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/category/tid/133
29 New Zealand History Online. Making the Treaty of Waitangi: Drafting the Treaty. Retrieved at http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/politics/treaty/read-the-treaty/drafting-the-treaty 
30 Reconcilation Australia. (2000). Documents of Reconciliation prepared by Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation. Retrieved at http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/orgs/car/docrec/policy/brief/terran.htm
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 4.2: Treaty-making and Indigenous Peoples 
in the World 
GRADE 3

THEME:  The Treaty Experience in Manitoba

SUB-THEME 4:  Treaties

TOPIC 4.2:  Treaty-making and Indigenous Peoples in the World 

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students will learn that the British Crown made Treaties with some Indigenous Peoples of the world,  
but did not always apply this as practice.

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson, students will:

1. Gain awareness that Treaties were signed with other Indigenous Peoples of the world, similar to the First Nations 
peoples in Manitoba.

2. Gain awareness that the Dakota Nations experience of not signing a Treaty is shared with other Indigenous Peoples  
in the world.

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

3-VG-009  Be willing to accept differences among people, communities and ways of life

3-VC-003  Respect the equality of all human beings

3-KP-033		 Identify	ways	of	resolving	conflict	in	groups	and	communities

3-KL-019  Recognize that people have diverse ways of living on or with the land

3-VL-006  Value the land for what it provides for communities

3-KH-021  Recognize the continuity of cultures, traditions, and practices over time

3-KH-022  Recognize that communities change over time

3-KH-008  Value the enduring contributions of societies of the past

Materials Required:

• Map of the World (Teacher to provide)
• Map of Treaties in Canada in the Kit
• History of Treaties in Canada book in the Kit
• Internet access to Treaty Information Unit, State Services Commission, New Zealand. Retrieved at  

http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/category/tid/133
• BLM 4.2.1 Similarities and Differences in Treaty-making Practices of the British Crown 
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• Sioux Valley Dakota Nation DVD in Kit
• UN Declaration on Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) of the World in Kit

ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

a) Teacher preparation includes reading the background Information Sheet for this  
 lesson; acquiring and posting the map of the World, the Map of Treaties in Canada and  
 the UNDRIP in the classroom for easy reference. 

b) Introduce new vocabulary i.e. Indigenous peoples (see Glossary in Teacher’s Handbook  
 in the Kit).

c) Have students consider the inquiry questions: 

 • Who are the Indigenous Peoples of Canada? 

 • Who are the Indigenous Peoples of New Zealand and Australia?

 • Who were the colonizing peoples (i.e. British, French, Spanish, Portuguese)? 

d) Focus on the British Crown for purposes of this lesson and to support the Canadian  
 context.

e) Draw students attention to the map and locate the countries to be studied i.e. Canada  
 (First Nations), New Zealand (Maori Peoples), Australia (Aboriginal and Torres Strait  
 Islander Peoples); and name the Indigenous Peoples of these countries. 

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Have students review what is a “Treaty” from Lesson 4.1. Use the History of Treaties in  
 Canada book to show the number of Treaties with First Nations in Canada to illustrate  
 the long standing practice.

b) Engage students in a discussion on the colonizing experiences of the First Nations  
 Peoples, Dakota Nation Peoples, Maori Peoples, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait  
 Islander Peoples; noting similarities and differences. 

c) Debrief after each activity.

d) Have students reflect on their learning and complete BLM 4.2.1 and prepare to debrief  
 their findings and conclusions.

Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Students will demonstrate their learning and understanding as they complete a com 
 parison study shown in BLM 4.2.1

Further Learning:

• Have students conduct a map study of Treaties 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 10 areas in Canada and in Manitoba. Engage  
students in a discussion about boundaries and traditional territories as part of their mapping study.

Assessment:

The student:
• Will	draw	conclusions	based	on	research	and	evidence;
• Will	communicate	their	learning	through	a	written	exercise	and	expression	of	their	findings	and	conclusions.

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca
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BLM 4.2.1: TREATY-MAKING AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES  
IN THE WORLD
Have students use words and/or illustrations to express their learning.

Similarities to First Nations Peoples in Canada Differences to First Nations Peoples in Canada
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EVALUATION
Evaluation of The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher Guide for Grade Three is critical to the Treaty Relations 
Commission of Manitoba’s continuous improvement cycle and to the future development of Treaty education resources at 
the other grade levels. As a means to continue informing this process, an evaluation form has been provided (Appendix 1).

Teachers are encouraged to take time to complete the evaluation form and return it to the Treaty Relations Commission of 
Manitoba	offices.

ATTENTiON: 
The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher Guide for Grade Three

The Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba 
400 – 175 Hargrave Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 3R8 
Fax: (204) 777-1874 
Email: asimard@trcm.ca 
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APPENDIX 1: Evaluation Form
1.	 Overall,	on	a	scale	of	1	(poor)	to	five	(excellent),	how	would	you	rate	the	Treaties	and	the	Treaty	Relationship:	 

Teacher Guide for Grade 3?

____________________________________________________________________________________________

 1 2 3 4 5

 Poor     Excellent

2. Please comment on the strengths of the Teacher Guide (includes teacher information sheets, lesson plans and Black 
Line Masters).

3. Please comment on the areas requiring improvement:

4. Please provide additional comments or recommendations:

Thank you for completing the evaluation form. Please return via fax, post, or email to:

ATTENTiON:  
The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher Guide for Grade 3

The Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba 
400 – 175 Hargrave Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 3R8 
Fax: (204) 777-1874 
Email: asimard@trcm.ca 
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