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PREFACE
The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher Guide for Grade Four 
is a resource for classroom teachers. The Treaty education theme for Grade 
Four is “Treaties and The First Nations in Manitoba” which provides eight 
lessons on basic Treaty education topics that introduces the First Nations in 
Manitoba and explores the First Nations peoples’ Treaty making experience 
with the Crown (Canada) which led to the establishment of the province of 
Manitoba and contributed to the development of Canada. 

The Teacher Guide is intended to:

a) provide teachers with a Treaty education learning resource that contains 
foundation-building information on Treaties, their place in Manitoba 
history,	and	the	benefits	of	the	Treaty	relationship	to	all	Canadians;	

b) enhance and enrich the existing Grade Four Manitoba Social Studies 
Curricula: Manitoba, Canada, and the North: Places and Stories  
by creating opportunities to acquire new knowledge, and new under-
standings;	and

c) broaden student learning experiences by building on basic Treaty  
education concepts.

The Grade Four Teacher Guide is part of a larger Treaty Education Initiative 
for K to Grade 12. It is a public education initiative of the Treaty Rela-
tions Commission of Manitoba and the collaborating partners: Assembly of 
Manitoba	Chiefs;	Government	of	Canada,	Aboriginal	Affairs	and	Northern	
Development	Canada;	Manitoba	Education	and	Advanced	Learning;	and	
the Manitoba First Nations Education Resource Centre.

The guide includes a series of background information for the teacher on 
the various Treaty related topics, and lesson plans with Black Line Masters 
to support Treaty education implementation in the classroom. The K-11 
Social Studies curriculum in Manitoba is relatively new, so there is oppor-
tunity to enhance the new curricula with Treaty education. There is also 
opportunity to enhance the essential elements to be integrated into Manitoba 
curriculum with new knowledge on different Treaty related topics as shared 
in lesson plans in this Teacher Guide.

Teachers are encouraged to be creative with the lesson plans and the Treaty 
education resource materials found in the Treaty Education Kit. Teachers 
are expected to adapt their teaching styles to their students’ various learning 
abilities. It is recognized that differentiated learning styles require multiple 
approaches which involves creating additional learning opportunities and 
experiences. Teachers will know best how to adjust their pedagogical prac-
tices to facilitate their students’ learning.

The Guide is part of a Treaty Education Kit, which provides Treaty Educa-
tion learning resources that is intended to support the goal that all Mani-
toba students should be expected to demonstrate knowledge of the topics, 
concepts, and understandings of the Treaties and the Treaty relationship 

Assembly of Manitoba 
Chiefs Council of Elders 
Voices on the Treaties…
“The tone needs to remain posi-
tive; it is about embracing learning; 
building First Nations and non-First 
Nations relationships.” 

— Elder Harry Bone,  
Keeseekoowenin First Nation

“This guide (resources) represents 
an opportunity to bring awareness  
to Manitoba children that the 
Dakota people do not have Treaties 
with the government.” 

— Elder Doris Pratt, Wipakoza Wakpa 
Dakota Nation

Aboriginal Affairs and 
Northern Development 
Canada on Treaties…
“The important thing that Cana-
dians need to know about Indian 
Treaties is that they form an obliga-
tion of honour on the part of all of 
us to attempt to understand what 
it is that Indian people understand 
about theses Treaties. And what it 
is they expect of us and what it is 
that we should be doing to try to 
fulfill those obligations that were 
made for us many years ago.”

— John Taylor, Historian in Cede, 
Yield and Surrender: A History of 
Indian Treaties in Canada, Aborigi-
nal Affairs and Northern Develop-
ment Canada (AANDC)
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by the end of Grade 12.

The Treaty Education Kit includes a variety of learning resources to assist 
teachers in the delivery of Treaty education in the classroom, such as:

• DVDs;
• Posters;
• website	links;
• print documents, books and bibliographies on Treaties and First Nations 
cultural	practices;

• maps;	and	
• USB	memory	flash	drive	with	copies	of	the	print	documents,	videos,	 

and maps.

To honour the First Nations peoples’ oral tradition of storytelling the Treaty 
Education Initiative has developed children’s story books that depict the 
Treaty relationship in Canada. These new learning resources were created to 
support and assist teachers in the delivery of the lessons at the early year’s 
level;	however,	they	can	also	be	utilized	across	the	curriculum	and	all	skill	
levels. These resources include:

• A series of 3 Treaty related storybooks entitled The Handshake;	The 
Friendship;	and	We Are All Treaty People;

• A Dakota reader entitled The Dakota Oyate;
• A booklet entitled The Treaty ABCs;	and
• Three puppets (Wolf, Beaver, and Turtle) who can assist Teachers in  

the delivery of the stories and their lessons.

The reader is advised that the following self-identifying terms respecting  
the First Nations of Manitoba have been used throughout this document:

• Anishinaabe	(Ojibway);
• Anishininiw	(Oji-Cree);
• Dakota	Oyate;	
• Denesuline;	and
• Nehow/Ininiw/Nehetho (Cree).

In addition, there are other dialect and regional self-identifying terms for the First Nations peoples of Manitoba, which may 
also appear in this Guide. It is important to respect the local First Nations community self-identifying terms which are  
critical to their identity as a people and as a nation.

Teachers	will	find	the	following	resources	useful:

a) The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher’s Handbook provides an overview of the Treaty Education  
Initiative.

b) The Treaty Essential Learnings: The Treaty Experience in Manitoba provides a brief overview of key concepts,  
understandings and topics related to the Treaty experience in Manitoba.

These resources are available in the Treaty Education Kit.
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1. OVERVIEW OF THE GRADE FOUR  
 TEACHER GUIDE
The Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba (TRCM) is offering The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship Teacher Guide 
for Grade Four to educators as an instructional tool to teach students about the Treaties in Canada, and meet the expecta-
tions of the Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum. The Grade Four Treaty Education Guide is a valuable resource for teach-
ers to begin providing young learners with a balanced perspective of their history in Canada and their future role in under-
standing and honouring the Treaties.

The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher Guide, Grade 4: Treaties and The First Nations in Manitoba opens the 
doors	for	student	awareness	of	the	Treaty	relationship,	specific	for	the	Treaties	in	Manitoba.	Students	will	learn	that	the	
promises of the Treaties continue to be addressed today and that many issues still remain as the Treaty partners work to 
harmonize the Treaty relationship. Students will gain a sense of ownership to the inherent responsibility of the relationship 
they share as descendents of the Treaty partners. Students acknowledge the First Nations peoples in their province and the 
geographical location they are situated. They also realize that stories of the past can teach them to live a sustainable life 
where ever they live in Manitoba or Canada. 

1.1 Treaty Education Themes, Sub-Themes, Topics and Essential Learning Goals

The Grade Four Treaty education theme, “Treaties and The 
First Nations in Manitoba,” builds upon the Manitoba Grade 
Four Social Studies Theme of, “Manitoba, Canada, and the 
North: Places and Stories.” The instructional unit offers an 
opportunity for early learners to begin conceptualizing that 
all Canadians have a responsibility and a role in honouring 
the historic Treaty agreements in a contemporary context. As 
students move through the lessons they will become aware 
of the early beginnings of the Treaties and the Treaty rela-
tionship, involving the First Nations peoples and the Crown 
(Canada). 

The Grade 4 theme titled “Treaties and The First Nations  
in Manitoba” is organized into four (4) sub-themes: Relation-
ships, Traditional Teachings, History, and Treaties. Each sub-
theme has two (2) topics – two lesson plans – that provide an 
opportunity for the students with an entry to investigate and 
uncover that sub-theme. 

In Grade 4, students investigate and explore the history of 
First	Nations	peoples	in	Manitoba	and	the	role	and	importance	of	Treaty	making	in	the	past	and	today.	They	identify	the	five	
First Nations language groups in Manitoba as well as examine First Nations peoples’ foundational values and contemporary 
lifestyles and Treaty related issues. They investigate various contemporary First Nations peoples’ governmental organiza-
tions. The students will come to recognize the way historians and Elders tell the story of the past and value the role oral 
tradition has in First Nations’ culture. 

Table 1 provides an overview of the Grade Four Treaty Education Theme, Sub-Themes and Topics that have been  
developed to promote an awareness of the Treaties and the Treaty relationship. 

Treaties  
and The First 

Nations in 
Manitoba

Relationships

Traditional  
Teachings

Treaties History
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Table 1. Grade 4 Treaty Education Themes, Sub-Themes and Topics

THE TREATIES AND THE TREATY RELATIONSHIP:  
TEACHER GUIDE FOR GRADE 4: TREATIES AND THE FIRST NATIONS  
IN MANITOBA

Grade 4 – Theme: Treaties and The First Nations in Manitoba 
Sub-Theme 1:  
Relationships

Sub-Theme 2:  
Traditional Teachings

Sub-Theme 3:  
History

Sub-Theme 4:  
Treaties

Topics:

1.1 The Treaty Relationship

1.2 Treaties in Manitoba

Topics:

2.1 Stories in the Oral Tradi-
tion – Brother-to-Brother 
Relations

2.2 Teachings, Stories about 
Values: Respect and Sharing 
– How Do We Know About the 
Past: Oral History

Topics:

3.1 First Nations Leadership in 
Manitoba

3.2 First Nations History in 
Manitoba

Topics:

4.1 We Are All Treaty People

4.2 Treaties and the Treaty 
Relations Commission of 
Manitoba

The following six Treaty essential learning goals have been developed in relation to the Social Studies General Learning 
Outcomes for the provincial social studies curriculum for K to 8. The Treaty education themes, sub-themes and topics for 
grades K to 8 support Manitoba Education’s Six General Learning Outcomes as outlined in the following Table 2.

Table 2. Treaty Essential Learning Goals for K to Grade 12

Manitoba Education Social Studies 
General Learning Outcomes K–81

Treaty Education 
Treaty Essential Learning Goals K–12

Identity, Culture and Community – Students will 
explore concepts of identity, culture, and com-
munity in relation to individuals, societies, and 
nations.

Students will explore the differences in concepts of identity, culture, and 
community between First Nations in Manitoba and other peoples in relation 
to the Treaty making process and historical Treaty relationship.

The Land: Places and People – Students will 
explore the dynamic relationships of people with 
the land, places, and environments.

Students will explore the dynamic relationship of First Nations in Manitoba 
to their traditional lands, sacred sites, and impacts of being relocated to the 
reserve allocations as a result of the Treaty making process.

Historical Connections – Students will explore 
how people, events, and ideas of the past shape 
the present and influence the future.

Students will explore how First Nations and other people’s historical interac-
tions have contributed to shaping the present day Treaty relationship and 
influencing the future.

Global Interdependence – Students will explore 
the global interdependence of people, communi-
ties, societies, nations, and environments.

Students will explore the global connections and interdependent relation-
ships between First Nations peoples of Canada and other global Indigenous 
peoples. 

Power and Authority – Students will explore the 
processes and structures of power and authority, 
and their implications for individuals, relation-
ships, communities, and nations.

Students will explore the First Nations and the Crown’s (Canada) concept 
of original spirit and intent of the Treaty relationship and the subsequent 
impacts of differing cultures and worldviews.

Economics and Power – Students will explore the 
distribution of resources and wealth in relation to 
individuals, communities, and nations.

Students will explore First Nations and the Crown’s (Canada) perspectives 
on how the distribution of “shared” resources and wealth has impacted First 
Nations in Manitoba, and contributed to the legacy of the Treaty relationship 
between First Nations and other peoples.

1  Manitoba Education and Youth. (2003). Kindergarten to Grade 8 Social Studies: Manitoba Curriculum Framework of Outcomes. Crown in Right of the Government of Manitoba as presented by the Minister of 
Education and Youth. Manitoba Education and Youth, School Programs Division. Winnipeg. 
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1.2 Specific Linkages to Manitoba Education Learning Outcomes for Manitoba Grade 4 Social 
Studies Learning Outcomes

The Grade Four Treaty Education Teacher Guide theme Treaties and “The First Nations in Manitoba” is aligned with the 
Manitoba Education Social Studies Grade Four theme “Manitoba, Canada, and The North: Places and Stories”. The four 
Treaty education sub-themes and topics complement the Manitoba Grade Four Social Studies clusters and topics, as per 
Table 3 below.

Table 3: Treaty Education Learning Outcomes and Manitoba Social Studies (SS) Cluster Learning Outcomes2 

Treaty Education 
Sub-Theme

Learning Outcomes Manitoba SS 
Cluster

Learning Outcomes

Relationships Students investigate the Treaty rela-
tionship in Manitoba. They understand 
that Manitoba is Treaty territory and 
that Treaties are everlasting. Students 
identify The Numbered Treaties on a 
map of Manitoba. They also explore 
the significance of the role of the Treaty 
medal in the Treaty-making process. 
Through their course of study they rec-
ognize that “We are All Treaty People”.

Geography of Canada Students study the physical geogra-
phy of Manitoba and Canada, includ-
ing the political boundaries and 
geographic regions of Canada.

Traditional Teachings Students examine the role of Treaties 
in Manitoba. They explore how histo-
rians uses sources to piece together 
the past; identify and differentiate 
between primary sources, secondary 
sources, and artifacts; value oral tradi-
tion as an important way to learn his-
tory; and recognize that Elders and oral 
tradition are an integral part of First 
Nations peoples’ culture and iden-
tity. The learners investigate several 
concepts, such as: brother-to-brother 
relations, symbolism in Treaty making, 
and importance of oral tradition. 

Living in Canada Students enhance their awareness  
of Canada by examining various 
aspects of government, leadership, 
and power, including concepts 
related to citizenship and democ-
racy. This study includes a focus on 
national, provincial, and territorial 
symbols, monuments, and com-
memorative days.

2 Manitoba Education. (2003). Kindergarten to Grade 8 Social Studies: Manitoba Curriculum Framework Outcomes.
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History Students explore the history of First 
Nations peoples in Manitoba. They 
come to know that indigenous peoples 
are the first people to inhabit this 
province; there are five First Nations 
language communities located in 
Manitoba; that that First Nations 
peoples in Manitoba were signatories 
to The Numbered Treaties; and that 
life in Manitoba has changed for First 
Nations peoples over time. Students 
investigate the workings of traditional 
First Nations peoples’ governance. 
They also identify the Assembly of First 
Nations, Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, 
Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, 
and the Southern Chiefs Organization; 
recognize that the role of First Nations 
peoples organizations and leaders in 
the governance of Manitoba; and iden-
tify First Nations leaders in Manitoba.

Living in Manitoba Students explore the physical and 
natural environment, people, places, 
and communities of Manitoba. They 
also consider Manitoba’s contribu-
tions and links to the rest of the 
world.

Treaties Students learn what a Treaty is, why 
and how Treaty agreements came to 
be, and understand the role of Trea-
ties in Manitoba. They recognize that 
Treaties are relevant today by exploring 
the Treaty Relations Commission on 
Manitoba and its role. The students 
understand that the expansion of 
Canada into the west was made pos-
sible because of the Treaties and know 
that all Manitobans benefit from the 
Treaties. 

History of Manitoba Students explore important events 
and individuals from Manitoba’s 
past. This study includes a focus on 
early settlement, contributions of 
diverse cultural communities, and 
ways in which life in Manitoba has 
changed over time.

Canada’s North Students explore one of Canada’s 
northern territories. They consider 
the physical and human geography of 
the territory studied, which includes 
a focus on stories, traditions, and 
changes in ways of life in Canada’s 
North. Students examine Aboriginal 
contributions, as well as the contri-
bution of the North to the Canadian 
community.

Each of the Treaty education lesson plans identify the essential Treaty learning goals and their linkages to the Grade 4 Social 
Studies	learning	outcomes,	that	includes	distinctive	learning	outcomes	and	specific	learning	outcomes	which	are	related	to	
the core concepts (or general learning outcomes). It is expected that all teachers in Manitoba classrooms will be familiar 
with the coding in the Manitoba Curriculum Documents. As a refresher, the Treaty Education Initiative Teachers’ Handbook 
provides a brief guide to reading the Learning Outcome Code.
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The	following	Table	4	identifies	the	relevant	learning	outcomes	from	the	Manitoba	Education	Grade	4	Social	Studies	 
Curriculum Framework which correspond with each of the Treaty Education lesson plans for Grade 4.

Table 4: Manitoba Grade Four Social Studies Specific Learning Outcomes Links to the Grade Four Treaty Education – Treaty Essential  
Learning Outcomes

Manitoba Grade Four Social Studies Specific 
Learning Outcomes

Grade Four Treaty Education Treaty Essential 
Learning Outcomes

Lesson 1.1:
• KH-033 Relate stories of people and events that shaped  
  Manitoba.
• KH-034 Give examples of the impact of European  
  settlement on Aboriginal communities in  
  Manitoba.
• VH-009 Appreciate the significance of history in their  
  lives.

Lesson 1.1:

1. Understand the role of Treaties in Manitoba.
2. Explore the role of the Treaty medal in the Treaty-making  
 process. 
3. Recognize the everlasting nature of the Treaty relationship.
4. Illustrate their understanding of the word ‘forever’. 

Lesson 1.2:
• KI-007 Identify Aboriginal communities, cultures, and  
  languages in Manitoba.
• KI-007A  Identify connections between their community  
  and other Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.
• KI-011  Give examples of Aboriginal contributions to the  
  history of Manitoba.
• KI-011A  Recognize that their identities are connected to  
  the history of their Aboriginal community.
• KL-022  Describe the main demographic features of  
  Manitoba. Include: population, population  
  distribution, cultural communities.
• VI-003  Value ethnic and cultural diversity in Manitoba.

Lesson 1.2:
1. Understand the role of Treaties in Manitoba.
2. Know that Manitoba is Treaty territory.
3. Identify on a map the Treaty areas of Manitoba.
4. Illustrate their understanding of the Treaties by drawing  
 the Treaty boundaries on a map of Manitoba.
5. Illustrate their understanding of the Treaties by locating  
 and indicating in which Treaty area their community  
 resides.
6. Recognize that “We Are All Treaty People”. 

Lesson 2.1:
• KI-007A  Identify connections between their community  
  and other Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.
• VI-003  Value ethnic and cultural diversity in Manitoba.
• KI-011A  Recognize that their identities are connected to  
  the history of their Aboriginal community.
• KH-033  Relate stories of people and events that shaped  
  Manitoba.
• KH-034  Give examples of the impact of European  
  settlement on Aboriginal communities in  
  Manitoba.

Lesson 2.1:
1. Understand the role of Treaties in Manitoba.
2. Know that First Nations peoples entered into Treaty  
 agreements with the Crown (Canada) to live in brotherhood 
 and peace with their neighbours forever. 
3. Understand the symbolism of the handshake on the  
 Treaty medal. 
4. Illustrate their understanding of the concept of ‘brother to  
 brother’ relations. 
5. Value the Treaty relationship in Manitoba.

Lesson 2.2:
• 4-VH-008  Value oral tradition as an important way to learn  
  history.
• KI-009A  Understand the teachings of Elders about their  
  culture and identity.
• KH-033  Relate stories of people and events that shaped  
  Manitoba.
• VH-009  Appreciate the significance of history in their  
  lives.

Lesson 2.2:
1. Understand how historians use sources to piece together  
 the past. 
2. Identify and differentiate between primary sources,  
 secondary sources, and artifacts. 
3. Value oral tradition as an important way to learn history.
4. Know that Elders and oral tradition are an integral part of  
 First Nations peoples culture and identity. 
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Lesson 3.1:
• 4-KI-005  Identify cultural communities in Manitoba.
• 4-KI-007  Identify Aboriginal communities, cultures, and  
  languages in Manitoba.
• 4-KH-034  Give examples of the impact of European  
  settlement on Aboriginal communities in  
  Manitoba.
•  4-KH-035  Describe ways in which life in Manitoba has  
  changed over time. Examples: housing, food,  
  hunting and fishing, clothing, recreation,  
  languages, education, agriculture,  
  transportation...

Lesson 3.1:
1. Understand the workings of traditional First Nations  
 peoples’ governance.
2. Identify the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), Assembly of  
 Manitoba Chiefs (AMC), Manitoba Keewatinowi  
 Okimakanak (MKO), and the Southern Chiefs Organization  
 (SCO). 
3. Recognize that the role of First Nations peoples’ 
 organizations and leaders in the governance of Manitoba
4. Identify First Nations leaders in Manitoba.
5. Value the role of First Nations leaders in Manitoba in  
 keeping the spirit and intent of the Treaties alive. 

Lesson 3.2:
• KI-007A  Identify connections between their community  
  and other Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.
• 4-KI-007  Identify Aboriginal communities, cultures, and  
  languages in Manitoba.
• 4-KI-006A  Give examples of Aboriginal artistic and cultural  
  achievements and organizations in Manitoba.
• 4-KP-041  Explain the purposes of government.
• 4-KP-042  Identify levels of government in Canada and give  
  examples of their responsibilities. Include:  
  municipal or local, provincial or territorial, First  
  Nation, and federal governments.
• 4-KP-043  Identify elected government leaders in their local  
  communities, in Manitoba, and in Canada.
• 4-KP-044  Recognize that there are elected Aboriginal 
  repre sentatives in Manitoba and in Canada.
• 4-KP-044A  Identify elected representatives of their Aboriginal  
  communities.

Lesson 3.2:
1. Understand the history of First Nations peoples in  
 Manitoba. 
2. Know that Indigenous peoples are the first people to  
 inhabit Manitoba.
3. Identify several First Nation peoples’ communities in  
 Manitoba. 
4. Identify the five First Nations peoples’ language  
 communities located in Manitoba.
5. Know that First Nations peoples in Manitoba were  
 signatories to The Numbered Treaties. 
6. Describe ways in which life in Manitoba has changed for  
 First Nations peoples over time. 

Lesson 4.1:
• KH-034  Give examples of the impact of European  
  settlement on Aboriginal communities in  
  Manitoba.
• KI-007A  Identify connections between their community  
  and other Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.
• KH-033  Relate stories of people and events that shaped  
  Manitoba.
• VH-009  Appreciate the significance of history in their  
  lives.

Lesson 4.1:
1. Understand the role of Treaties in Manitoba.
2. Know that First Nations peoples entered into Treaty  
 agreements with the Crown (Canada) to live in brotherhood 
  and peace with their neighbours forever. 
3. Understand that the expansion of Canada into the west  
 was made possible because of the Treaties. 
4. Know that all Manitobans benefit from the Treaties.
5. Understand that ‘We Are All Treaty People’. Value the Treaty  
 relationship in Manitoba.
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Lesson 4.2:
• KH-033  Relate stories of people and events that shaped  
  Manitoba.
• KH-034  Give examples of the impact of European  
  settlement on Aboriginal communities in  
  Manitoba.
• KI-011  Give examples of Aboriginal contributions to the  
  history of Manitoba.
• KH-033  Relate stories of people and events that shaped  
  Manitoba.
• KH-034  Give examples of the impact of European  
  settlement on Aboriginal communities in  
  Manitoba.

Lesson 4.2:
1. Know what a Treaty is. 
2. Understand how and why Treaty agreements came to be. 
3. Understand the role of Treaties in Manitoba.
4. Know that Manitoba is Treaty territory.
5. Comprehend that Treaties are relevant today. 
6. Recognize the role of the Treaty Relations Commission  
 of Manitoba.
7. Express their understanding of the Treaty relationship. 

Treaty	Education	is	a	significant	aspect	of	Education	for	Sustainable	Development	(ESD)	in	Manitoba	in	creating	informed	
citizens that know the Treaty story and comprehend its relevance in society today, and understand their role and responsibil-
ity in the Treaties. The slogan “We Are All Treaty People” appropriately places each individual within Canada as a person 
responsible for honouring the historic Treaties within the contemporary setting. Sustainability can only be achieved when all 
people	progress	at	the	same	rate;	equality	is	a	measure	of	that	success.	By	teaching	Treaty	Education,	students	learn	about	
their countries’ history, and gain an appreciation for their role in maintaining the agreements and the relationship all Canadi-
ans share with the First Nations peoples. 

As	the	next	leaders,	students	throughout	Manitoba	will	take	responsibility	for	honouring	the	Treaty	Agreements;	it	is	vital	
that they understand the relevance of these agreements within the contemporary context. To ensure all Manitoba students  
are	informed	citizens,	they	need	to	be	knowledgeable	of	the	significance	the	Treaties	had	in	relation	to	the	establishment	of	
the province and the country. 

Through Treaty education, students across Manitoba will learn to uphold a balanced perspective of the Treaties in relation to 
the First Nations peoples. Through a lens of collectivism, students will learn to appreciate their ancestral role in the Treaty-
making process and recognize the continued relationship all Canadians share with the First Nations peoples. Once students 
comprehend	this	knowledge	they	will	recognize	the	importance	of	honouring	the	Treaties;	building	democratic,	healthy,	
communities	locally	and	globally;	and	gaining	ownership	of	the	slogan,	“We Are All Treaty People”.

1.3 Learning About Treaties In Grade Four – Pedagogy 

At the Grade Four level, students are introduced to more complex concepts that surround social justice, laws, and leader-
ship. They also begin to examine the geography of the land, locations, places and the stories that name them. Students are 
awakened to the history of their province and its relation it had with the First peoples. Life in Manitoba and Canada is an 
area students explore and realize the impacts the development of Manitoba and Canada had on the First Nations peoples. 
Through the study of the land upon which this great country was created, students will learn that their individual action cre-
ates	a	reaction;	they	learn	to	gauge	their	foot	print	on	mother	earth	and	how	their	leadership	can	ripple	a	positive	response.	
Leadership is a key aspect for learning at this level as it provides students with tools to begin asserting their own positive 
style of leadership. 

Many First Nations peoples believe that leadership can be provided by every person, as all individuals have gifts to offer the 
world. Traditionally, no-one person was considered as being higher than the other, yet some were recognized for their talents 
in certain areas. The act of leadership was not a sole destination as it was thought that every person lead in their own distinct 
manner.	The	act	of	leadership	was	shared	amongst	the	community;	certain	people	were	recognized	for	their	leadership	in	
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specific	designations	and	areas	of	speciality.	By	utilizing	this	approach,	members	were	motivated	to	excel	in	their	own	abili-
ties that were inherently gifted to them by the Creator. It was also recognized that each person was responsible for his/her 
own ‘foot print’ while walking on Mother Earth and that each could lead the way to ensure a sustainable way of life. 

As citizens of Canada, Manitoba, and the world, it is integral that Grade 4 learners understand that the Treaties between 
the	Crown	(Canada)	and	First	Nations	peoples	are	solemn	agreements	that	set	out	promises,	obligations	and	benefits	for	
both parties, and that the First Nations peoples understand the Treaties to be a series of negotiations through which they 
safeguarded their languages, traditions and cultures, while also agreeing to share the land with Canadians.3 Equally impor-
tant, and within the framework of the Manitoba Social Studies curriculum, Manitoba, Canada, and the North: Places and 
Stories, The Treaty and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher Guide for Grade 4: Treaties and The First Nations in Manitoba, 
provides a resource for teachers and learners to explore the role of First Peoples in Canada and the world and to come to 
why ‘We Are All Treaty People”. 

Teachers are able to assess their students’ developmental learning needs and then provide the opportunities for them to learn 
about Treaties in their classrooms. It is at these entry points that teachers will be able to enrich their student’s learning by 
introducing the Treaty education learning lesson plans and resources available in the Treaty Education Kit.

1.4 Teacher Information Sheets, Lesson Plans and Black Line Masters 

This Teacher Guide includes a series of lesson plans. Each lesson plan is linked to the existing Manitoba Social Studies cur-
ricula and supported by:

• Teacher Information Sheets intended to provide a focused context for the topics and facilitate the teacher’s understand-
ing of the concepts to be covered in the lesson plans. 

• Black Line Masters which are individual tools designed to facilitate lesson plan delivery and implementation of Treaty 
education. 

The Teacher Guide for Grade Four supports an active learning approach and values the wealth of resources that exist to  
support the student learning process. 

(Classroom Teacher’s Note: Classroom teachers are encouraged to reflect on their own cultural competency by exploring 
the guide content, becoming familiar with First Nations’ Treaty concepts, and delivering the lessons that will enhance and 
support the Manitoba Social Studies curriculum. By enhancing their own learning, classroom teachers can expand their 
student’s active learning experience about First Nations peoples in Manitoba, the Treaty-making process, and the Treaty 
relationship that exists today between First Nations peoples and all other peoples in Canada.) 

The	Teacher	Guide,	information	sheets,	and	lesson	plans	identify	specific	references	and	suggest	additional	resources	 
that can be utilized to enhance the student’s active learning process. 

Teachers are encouraged to revise the suggested learning activities in relation to the learning abilities and prior knowledge 
of their students, and maximize the use of all the Treaty education learning resources in The Kit. The use of local resources 
is highly recommended to nuture meaning and build connections.

3 http://www.trcm.ca/about_treaties.php
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2. GRADE FOUR TREATY EDUCATION  
 LEARNING RESOURCES – LESSON PLANS
This section of the Teacher Guide provides some basic background information for the teacher to gain an awareness and 
understanding of the overall Treaty education theme for Grade 4: Treaties and The First Nations people in Manitoba in a 
Teacher	Information	Sheet;	a	lesson	plan	and	Black	Line	Masters	(BLMs)	to	support	implementation	of	the	lesson	plan.
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SUB-THEME #1: Relationships 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 1.1: The Treaty Relationship 
THE CONCEPT

Students will learn about the importance of the relationships between the original Treaty parties: the First Nations peoples 
and the Crown (Canada). It is this unique relationship that continues to the present which makes us all party to the original 
Treaty relationship, giving further meaning to the phrase “We Are All Treaty People”. 

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

Treaties between the First Nations peoples and the Crown (Canada) are the building blocks in the creation of the country  
of Canada and provide for peace and good order for all people in Canada. 

The Treaties are agreements, voluntarily entered into by both parties, which provide for peaceful relations between the 
two	nations.	For	First	Nations	peoples,	the	Treaties	are	more	than	a	simple	written	document;	they	are	sacred	agreements	
between the First Nations peoples and the Crown (Canada) with the Creator as witness. They are “living,” permanent, 
foundational agreements based on the synthesis of two worldviews: the oral traditions (values & natural laws) of the First 
Nations peoples and the written traditions and common law of the Crown who represented the Newcomers.4 

There are two Treaty partners: the First Nations peoples and the Crown (Canada), with the Creator (God) as witness. The 
Creator	or	God	is	considered	witness	to	the	Treaties.	It	is	to	the	Creator	that	the	promises	were	made,	therefore;	they	con-
tinue to be considered sacred.5 

The Indigenous Peoples/First Nations peoples are the original inhabitants of North America. They were sovereign nations 
who exercised their powers to negotiate and agree to international arrangements. For thousands of years prior to contact,  
the land that is now Manitoba was occupied by diverse groups of First Nations peoples, who were its original inhabitants. 
They are known as the:

• Anishinaabeg (Ojibway), 
• Anishininiwak (Oji-Cree), 
• Dakota Oyate, 
• Denesuline,
• and Nehowak/ininiwak/Nehetho (Cree). 

At the time of Treaty negotiations in Manitoba, beginning in 1871, Crown (Canada) appointed representatives known as 
Indian Commissioners to negotiate Treaties with the First Nations peoples. In Manitoba, these negotiations included the 
Lieutenant-Governor,	and	other	individuals	such	as	members	of	the	Legislative	Assembly	of	Manitoba	and	officers	of	the	
Hudson’s Bay Company. The Treaty negotiations in Manitoba with the First Nations peoples were consistent with principles 
of The Royal Proclamation of 1763 which required the Crown (Canada) to have a public meeting with First Nations peoples 
to acquire lands from them, essentially recognizing that the First Nations peoples lived on traditional lands, held title to their 
land unless they surrendered it, and would come under the protection of the Crown (Canada) once a Treaty was signed.

4 Treaty Essential Learnings; p. 13
5 Treaty Essential Learnings; p. 14
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The Treaty Relationship 

Treaties established what is commonly referred to as a “brother-to-brother” relationship between the First Nations peoples 
and the Newcomers. First Nations teachings foretold of other nations of peoples, relatives of the last order of Creation, with 
their own language, history, and way of life. These teachings provided a framework for First Nations conduct when meeting 
peoples from different lands. So it was, when the Newcomers came to First Nations territories, First Nations peoples treated 
them “as relatives, as brothers and sisters”.

The	Treaties	created	a	living	relationship	that	can	change	to	reflect	the	current	realities	of	both	Canadian	and	First	Nations	
peoples.

Treaties	were	to	last	“as	long	as	the	grass	grows,	the	sun	shines	and	the	rivers	flow”.	First	Nations	understood	the	reference	
to	grass	as	an	acknowledgement	of	land,	Mother	Earth;	the	reference	to	sun	an	acknowledgement	of	the	Creator	and	 
Creation;	and	the	reference	to	water	an	acknowledgement	of	life	at	the	time	of	birth,	meaning	inclusive	of	successive	 
generations yet to be born.

The Treaty-making process was a way of reconciling the interests of both nations and a means to build lasting and meaning-
ful alliances between the Crown (Canada) and First Nations peoples that would foster the future well-being of their peoples. 
It was a time in history when it was necessary for both parties to consider each other’s interests as a means of building a 
future for their peoples and preserving peace and goodwill among nations of peoples.6 

6 Ibid. p. 29 
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 1.1: The Treaty Relationship 
GRADE 4

THEME:  The First Nations in Manitoba 

SUB-THEME 1:  Relationships

TOPIC 1.1:  The Treaty Relationship 

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students will explore the nature of the Treaty relationship between First Nations peoples and the Crown 
(Canada). With the use of a Treaty Medal replica, they will recognize what the phrase “as long as the grass grows,  
the sun shines and the rivers flow” means that Treaties are everlasting agreements for all Canadians. 

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson the students will: 

1. Understand the role of Treaties in Manitoba.

2. Explore the role of the Treaty medal in the Treaty-making process. 

3. Recognize the everlasting nature of the Treaty relationship.

4. Illustrate their understanding of the word ‘forever’. 

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

KH-033  Relate stories of people and events that shaped Manitoba.

KH-034  Give examples of the impact of European settlement on Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.

VH-009		 Appreciate	the	significance	of	history	in	their	lives.

Materials Required:

• Large Treaty medal replica from Treaty Education kit, or a printed copy of a Treaty medal. 

• BLM 1.1.1: Student Activity: Treaties are Forever – one per student 
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

a) Show the class the Treaty Medal from the Treaty Education kit (if you do not have  
one, download and photocopy and image of one). Pass the medal around so that all 
students are able to see the images on the medal.

b) Ask the class:

 • Have you seen a medal like this before?

 • Who do you think gave the medal? Who received it? Why?

 • Who are the people on the medal? Whom do they represent? 

 • What do the sun, grass, and water represent?

 • What is the medal called?

c) Encourage class discussion. Guide and assist as necessary.

d) Explain: The medal is a Treaty Medal. Treaties are agreements signed between the 
First Nations and the Crown (government of Canada). They were signed in beginning 
in 1871. Treaty medals were presented to First Nations Chiefs who signed the Treaties. 
They were meant to offer a lasting reminder to all the participants of their Treaty com-
mitments. 

 The sun, grass, and water on the medals reinforces that the Treaties were to last  
forever: “as long as the grass grows, the sun shines and the rivers flow”.

e) Reinforce: The Treaty relationship is ongoing and important today. All Manitobans are  
partners in the Treaty relationship. [Refer to the information provided in the Back-
ground Section]

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Tell the class that they will be doing a Think-Pair-Share activity. [A question is posed  
 and the students are given a few minutes to think independently about their  
 responses. Students then partner with a peer and discuss responses or ideas to the  
 question posed]. 

b) Pose the question: what images can we use to illustrate the concept that Treaties  
 are forever? 

c) Lead the class through the Think-Pair-Share.

d) Invite one member of each group (or both) and sketch their images on the board. 

e) Invite explanation and class discussion.

f) Compare and contrast class images. 

Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Handout BLM 1.1.1: Student Activity: Treaties are Forever – one to each student. 

b) Instruct students to complete.

c) Guide and assist as necessary. 

Further Learning:

• Create a bulletin board display illustrating words/phrases, as well as images that represent the everlasting nature  
of the Treaty relationship in Manitoba. 

Assessment:

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca
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BLM 1.1.1: STUDENT ACTIVITY: TREATIES ARE FOREVER

Complete the following assignment as instructed. 

1. Study the Treaty medal below: 

 a) What images on the medal tell us that ‘Treaties are forever’ [hint: there are three]. 

2. In the dictionary forever is defined as: ‘without ever ending’. Circle the words below that are  
 synonyms (a word that has the same meaning as another word) for forever. 

  Endless  Temporary  Lastingly  Eternal 

  Permanent  One-time   Brief    Always

  Never   Sometimes   Long    Evermore
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3. In the Think-Pair-Share activity you thought of images that showed the concept that Treaties are  
 forever. Draw your image below. Explain the meaning of your image.

 Explain:___________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________
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SUB-THEME #1: Relationships 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 1.2: Treaties in Manitoba 
THE CONCEPT

During the 1800’s and the early part of the 1900’s, Crown (Canada) negotiated seven different numbered Treaties with the 
Anishinaabeg (Ojibway), Anishininiwak (Oji-Cree), Denesuline, and the Nehowak/Ininiwak/Nehetho (Cree) people in 
the territory that is now the province of Manitoba. The Numbered Treaties which cover Manitoba are: Treaties One, Two, 
Three, Four, Five, Six, and Ten. The Dakota were not signatories to any of the numbered Treaties.7 

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

Treaties	are	beneficial	to	all	people	in	Manitoba	and	Canada.	They	are	considered	mutually	beneficial	arrangements	that	
guarantee	a	co-existence	between	the	Treaty	parties.	Newcomers	and	their	descendants	benefit	from	the	wealth	generated	
from the land and the foundational rights provided in the Treaties. They built their society in this new land where some  
were	looking	for	political	and	religious	freedom.	Today,	there	are	misconceptions	that	only	First	Nations	peoples	benefited	
from	the	Treaties,	but	in	reality,	both	parties	are	beneficiaries.	All	people	in	Manitoba	are	Treaty	people.8 

Treaties in Manitoba (1871-1906)

The written text of Treaties 1 through 5 cover the land mass of Manitoba, however, there are also bands from Treaties 6 and 
10 in Manitoba of which the described boundaries are outside the boundaries of the province. The Treaties were negotiated 
and signed by Treaty Commissioners on behalf of the Crown when lands were required for settlement or at the request of 
the area’s First Nations. Through their own varied processes the First Nation peoples chose leaders and spokespeople to 
represent them during the Treaty negotiations.

The Treaties in Manitoba are:

• Treaty No. 1 was negotiated and signed in August 1871 at Lower Fort Garry. 
• Treaty No. 2 was negotiated at Lower Fort Garry and signed in August 1871 at Manitoba House. 
• Treaty	No.	3	was	negotiated	and	signed	in	October	1873	at	a	traditional	First	Nation	fishing	station	near	Harrison	Creek	

at the Northwest Angle of Lake of the Woods, northeast of the Buffalo Point First Nation in Manitoba. Adhesions to 
Treaty No. 3 were signed in other locations within the Treaty area. 

• Treaty No. 4 was negotiated and signed in September 1874 at Fort Qu’appelle, Saskatchewan. First Nations within 
Manitoba signed adhesions to Treaty No. 4 at Fort Ellice. 

• Treaty No 5 was negotiated and signed by the largest number of First Nation communities within Manitoba at different 
locations	and	times.	The	first	signing	of	Treaty	No.5	occurred	at	Berens	River	in	September	1875.	Adhesions	to	Treaty	
No. 5 were signed throughout Manitoba’s north. 

• Treaty No. 6 was signed in August 1876 at Fort Carlton, Saskatchewan. First Nations within Manitoba signed adhesions 
to Treaty No. 6. 

• Treaty No. 10 was signed in August 1906 at Ile a la Crosse. First Nations within Manitoba signed adhesions to Treaty 
No. 10. 

7 Treaty Essential Learnings; p. 39
8  Ibid.; p. 30 

20 • The Treaties and the Treaty Relations



A proclamation declaring May 12th Treaty Day at the Manitoba legislative assembly was signed in 2010 to encourage and 
promote	understanding	of	the	significance	of	Treaties	to	all	Manitobans.	The	event	was	held	in	partnership	between	the	
Province of Manitoba, The Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba, The Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs and Aboriginal 
Affairs and Northern Development Canada.9 

Although the Dakota people were not a part of the Numbered Treaties they are recognized as 
having use and occupation of territories within Manitoba and have secured alliances  
and arrangements with the Canada (Crown).

9	 Treaty	Essential	Learnings;	p.	40
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 1.2: Treaties in Manitoba 
GRADE 4

THEME:  The First Nations in Manitoba 

SUB-THEME 1:  Relationships

TOPIC 1.2:  Treaties in Manitoba 

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students explore the Treaty areas of Manitoba. Using a map of the Manitoba Treaty areas, they learn about  
the past and present of Treaties and understand the meaning of the phrase ‘We Are All Treaty People’. 

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lessons the students will: 

1. Understand the role of Treaties in Manitoba.

2. Know that Manitoba is Treaty territory.

3. Identify on a map the Treaty areas of Manitoba.

4. Illustrate their understanding of the Treaties by drawing the Treaty boundaries on a map of Manitoba.

5. Illustrate their understanding of the Treaties by locating and indicating in which Treaty area their community resides. 

6. Recognize that “We are All Treaty People”.

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

KI-007  Identify Aboriginal communities, cultures, and languages in Manitoba.

KI-007A  Identify connections between their community and other Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.

KI-011  Give examples of Aboriginal contributions to the history of Manitoba.

KI-011A  Recognize that their identities are connected to the history of their Aboriginal community.

KL-022  Describe the main demographic features of Manitoba. Include: population, population distribution,  
 cultural communities.

VI-003  Value ethnic and cultural diversity in Manitoba.

Materials Required:

• Atlases	with	map	of	Manitoba	–	one	per	student;	or	large	Manitoba	wall	map	that	all	can	see.	
• BLM 1.2.1 Student Strategy: Manitoba First Nations Treaty Communities – one per student 
• BLM 1.2.2 True or False Statements – Teacher’s Copy
• BLM 1.2.3 True and False Index Cards with TRUE written on one side and FALSE written on the other –  

one per student. 
• Crayons or coloured pencils for each student.
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• MFNERC Manitoba Treaties map: 
• http://www.trcm.ca/PDF/Manitoba-Treaty-Map_MFNERC.pdf – one copy per student 
• Access to Internet and projector (optional) 

ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

a) Teacher note: This lesson is best introduced as part of Living Experiences (L.E.) 4.3.3  
 Cultural Communities in Manitoba or L.E. 4.3.4 Identity and Culture 

b) Ask the class:

 • Who were the first people to live in Manitoba? [Answer: First Nations peoples]

 • Can you name some First Nations groups or communities in Manitoba [use local  
  area as examples]

c) Encourage class discussion. Guide and assist as necessary.

d) Using the information provided in the Background section, explain to the class what  
 the Treaties are. Be sure to explain in terms that Grade 4 students can relate to. Themes  
 such as sharing, Newcomers, a promise, and forever should be easily understood. 

e) Optional: Show the video clip from the TRCM site, ‘Share the Land’ (30 sec):  
 http://www.trcm.ca/learning.php

 • What are Treaties?

 • Who signed Treaties?

 • Who agreed to share the land?

 • What do you think ‘We are All Treaty People?’ means? 

f) Encourage class discussion. Guide and assist as necessary 

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Hand out the MFNERC Manitoba Treaties map – one per student. Instruct the students  
 to quietly study the map for several minutes. 

b) Pass out a TRUE or FALSE card to each student (BLM 1.2.3). Explain that you are going  
 to read a statement (BLM 1.2.2) aloud pertaining to the map. Each student is to silently  
 respond by holding up TRUE or FALSE.

c) Encourage class discussion after each statement.

Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Handout BLM 1.2.1 Student Activity: Manitoba First Nations Treaty Communities – one  
 to each student. 

b) Instruct students to complete.

c) Guide and assist as necessary. 

Further Learning:

• May 12th was proclaimed Treaty Day at the Manitoba Legislature in 2010. Have the students create a poster  
advertising this year’s Treaty Day. 

Assessment:

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca
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BLM 1.2.1: STUDENT STRATEGY: MANITOBA FIRST NATIONS 
TREATY COMMUNITIES
Complete the assignment as instructed. 

Treaty Number and Date Manitoba First Nations 

Treaty 1, 1871 Brokenhead, Long Plain, Peguis, Roseau River, Sagkeeng, Swan Lake and 
Sandy Bay. The Dakota people within Manitoba do not have Treaties with 
the Crown; however, their land is considered reserve land under Canada’s 
Indian Act. The Dakota communities within the Treaty No. 1 area include: 
Dakota Tipi and Dakota Plains.

Treaty 2, 1871 Dauphin River, Ebb & Flow, Keeseekoowenin, Lake St. Martin, Lake 
Manitoba, Little Saskatchewan, O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi, Pinaymootang, and 
Skownan.

Treaty 3, 1873 This Treaty area lies mostly within the borders of Ontario; however, Mani-
toba’s Buffalo Point First Nation is part of Treaty No. 3.

Treaty 4, 1874 Gamblers, Pine Creek, Rolling River, Tootinawaziibeeng, Waywayseecappo 
and Wuskwi Sipi

Treaty 5, 1875 Chemawawin, Berens River, Black River, Bloodvein, Cross Lake, Fisher 
River, Grand Rapids, Hollow Water, Kinonjeoshtegon, Little Black River, 
Mosakahiken, Norway House, Opaskwayak and Poplar River.

Treaty adhesions [ad-hee-zhuhn] were Treaty agreements added at a later date. Treaty adhesions were 
signed because some bands were not present at the original Treaty meetings.

Treaty 5 Adhesion,  
1908-1910

Fort Churchill, Fox Lake, Garden Hill, God’s Lake, God’s River, Island Lake, 
Nisichawayasihk, Oxford House, Red Sucker Lake, Shamattawa, St. The-
resa Point, Tataskweyak, Wasagamack and York Factory

Treaty 6, 1876 Most of Treaty 6 exists within Saskatchewan. The First Nation communi-
ties that entered into Treaty. 6, within Manitoba, are of Mathias Columb 
and Marcel Colomb.

Treaty 10, 1906 Most of Treaty 10 is in Saskatchewan. Negotiated and signed in August 
1906, this Treaty covers the First Nation communities within Manitoba 
known as Barren Lands and Northlands.
*No Manitoban communities are a part of this far northern region of Manitoba, however,  
Manitobans still benefit from the Treaty due to trees, water, and other resources in the area. 
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1. Using an atlas with a map of Manitoba and the Manitoba Treaties map, make note of what Treaty 
territory each of the following Manitoba communities is in: Two are done for you as examples.

 Selkirk: ________Treaty 1 ____________________________________________________________

 Mafeking:  _________________________________________________________________________

 The Pas: __________________________________________________________________________

 Roblin:  ___________________________________________________________________________

 Dauphin:  _________________________________________________________________________

 Minnedosa: _______________________________________________________________________

 Falcon Lake:  _______________________________________________________________________

 Winnipeg:  ________________________________________________________________________

 Lac du Bonnet: _____________________________________________________________________

 Birch River: ________________________________________________________________________

 Thompson:  _______________________________________________________________________

 Swan River: ________________________________________________________________________

 Churchill: ________Treaty 5 Adhesion __________________________________________________

 Flin Flon: __________________________________________________________________________

 Sherridan:  ________________________________________________________________________

 Brandon: __________________________________________________________________________

 Lundar:  ___________________________________________________________________________

2. Using the Manitoba Treaties map for help (also located in the Kit), complete the following on the 
Manitoba map below: 

 a) Give your map a title. 

 b) Draw the Treaty boundaries in Manitoba

 c) Write the Treaty numbers on the map in the correct area

 d) Colour each Treaty area a different colour

 e) Put a dot to indicate where your community is and write its name. 
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3. In what Treaty area is your community? 
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BLM 1.2.2: TRUE AND FALSE STATEMENTS – TEACHER’S COPY

• Treaty Number 2 was signed in 1871. [True]

• All of Manitoba is Treaty territory. [True]

• Winnipeg in found in Treaty #5 territory. [False]

• There are seven Treaty areas in Manitoba [True]

• Our community is found in Treaty # ___ area. 

• Buffalo Point First Nation is found in Treaty # 5 territory. [False]

• We are all Treaty people. [True].
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BLM 1.2.3: TRUE AND FALSE INDEX CARDS

Front:

Back:

TRUE

FALSE
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SUB-THEME #2: Traditional Teachings  
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 2.1: Stories and Oral History –  
Brother-to-Brother Relations 
THE CONCEPT

Treaties are historic documents and fundamental building blocks of Canada which were signed between the First Nations 
peoples and Crown (Canada). The written and oral history associated with the Treaty experience in Canada continues to 
reflect	both	a	shared	understanding	of	the	Treaty	partners	and	at	times,	a	divergent	perspective	on	certain	matters.	The	
Western and First Nations peoples differing worldviews and practices have contributed to the challenge of harmonizing 
the Treaty relationship. This dialogue to seek mutual understanding continues today and historical perspectives on Treaty 
making and Treaty signing continues to be written and the recounting of historical events continue to be retold in the oral 
tradition. 

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

Treaties 

Treaties between the First Nations peoples and the Crown (Canada) are the building blocks in the creation of the country  
of Canada and provide for peace and good order for all people in Canada.

The Treaties are agreements, voluntarily entered into by both parties, which provide for peaceful relations between the 
two	nations.	For	First	Nations	peoples,	the	Treaties	are	more	than	a	simple	written	document;	they	are	sacred	agreements	
between the First Nations peoples and the Crown (Canada) with the Creator as witness. They are “living,” permanent, 
foundational agreements based on the synthesis of two worldviews: the oral traditions (values & natural laws) of the First 
Nations peoples and the written traditions and common law of the Crown who represented the Newcomers.

The Treaties were based on the First Nations peoples’ natural laws which guided the spirit and intent of the Treaties. These 
natural laws rested on balance, harmony, and reciprocity. The First Nations peoples’ intended that the Treaties would result 
in	a	sharing	of	the	land;	and	they	understood	according	to	natural	laws,	the	Crown	would	provide	them	with	an	exchange	 
for sharing the land. The Crown’s exchange of rights came in the form of obligations that they promised to provide, such as 
the	right	for	First	Nations	peoples	to	retain	their	own	way	of	life,	and	other	benefits	that	would	preserve	their	existence.

Treaties were to provide both sides with the means of achieving survival and socio-economic stability, anchored on the  
principle	of	mutual	benefit.	Treaty-making	was	a	process	that	allowed	for	the	peaceful	development	of	Canada.10 

The	Treaties	were	also	sealed	with	official	signatures	and	handshakes	from	both	parties,	and	with	exchanges	of	gifts	such	 
as Treaty medals, symbolizing the sacred covenant. First Nations peoples believed that these ceremonies, protocols and 
practices were part of the sacred covenant between both parties.11 

10	Treaty	Essential	Learnings;	p.	13
11	Treaty	Essential	Learnings;	p.	33
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First Nations’ Traditional Values 

First Nations peoples’ traditional values are derived from the Creator’s natural laws and from their worldview. The systemic 
values developed over time within the communal lifestyle and continue to provide direction and guidance to their societies.

First Nations peoples’ traditional values were intact for thousands of years before Newcomer contact and provided cohe-
sion and structure to First Nation societies. After contact, the cultural synthesis of First Nations peoples and the dominant 
Newcomers took its toll on the continuation of First Nations peoples’ traditional values and lifestyle.12 

Brother-to-Brother Relations 

First Nations peoples saw the Treaty arrangement as a partnership in which the two parties live together as brothers, side by 
side. They emphasized that the Treaties were made in an atmosphere of mutual respect, and that the parties made solemn 
commitments to live in peace and to help one another. They also stressed that the Treaties began a relationship which 
requires	that	both	parties	benefit,	that	both	parties	are	involved	in	decision	making,	and	that	consultation	occurs	regularly	 
to ensure that the relationship remains strong.

In their description of their relationship forged by the Treaties, First Nations peoples emphasized that they expected the 
Treaty partners to come together regularly to discuss matters of mutual concern. While circumstances and issues might 
change, the basic commitment to respect each other and to help one another was expected to endure “as long as the sun 
shines,	the	grass	grows	and	the	rivers	flow”.13 

Many Elders who provided First Nations oral history about Treaties make note of the concepts of sharing, generosity, love, 
and kindness. By using the pipe in the Treaty ceremony, the Crown was seen to acknowledge these concepts, and to accept 
the responsibilities of coming into the land as a brother or cousin. 

“[the Queen had] offered to be our Mother and us to be her children and to love us in the way we want to live.”

Both parties had committed themselves to a mutual life-giving relationship. The nature of the Treaty relationship between 
the parties is familial as well. In an interview on December 21, 1997, Elder Simon Kytwayhat stated:

...when	our	cousins,	the	Whiteman,	first	came	to	peacefully	live	on	these	lands	“wetaskematchik” with the indigenous 
people, as far as I can remember, Elders have referred to them as kitchewamnouwahk	[our	first	cousins].	It	was	a	 
traditional adoption in itself. I have heard [from my elders] that the Queen came to offer a traditional adoption to us  
as our mother. “You will be my children,” she had said.14 

Treaty First Nations entered into Treaties with the Crown (Canada) for the purpose of securing a positive future for their 
children and their children’s children. At the time of the Treaty-making, First Nations peoples were aware that changes  
were coming. They entered into Treaties to ensure that future generations would continue to:

• govern	themselves	according	to	the	comprehensive	body	of	laws	given	to	them	by	the	Creator;
• make	a	living,	providing	for	both	the	material	and	spiritual	needs	of	themselves	and	their	families;	and
• live in brotherhood and peace with their neighbours.15 

12	Treaty	Essential	Learnings;	p.	55
13		Ibid.;	p.	33
14 Adapted from: http://www.otc.ca/pdfs/OTC_STI.pdf
15 http://www.otc.ca/pdfs/OTC_STI.pdf
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 2.1: Stories and Oral History: 
Brother-to-Brother Relations 
GRADE 4

THEME:  The First Nations in Manitoba 

SUB-THEME 2:  Traditional Teachings 

TOPIC 2.1:  Stories and Oral History: Brother-to-Brother Relations 

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students explore the Treaty relationship in Manitoba. They will learn about First Nations peoples’ traditional 
teachings and what is meant by brother-to-brother relations. Students will illustrate their understanding with a culminating 
art activity. 

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson the students will: 

1. Understand the role of Treaties in Manitoba.

2. Know that First Nations peoples in Manitoba entered into Treaty agreements with the Crown (Canada) to live in  
brotherhood and peace with their neighbours forever. 

3. Understand the symbolism of the handshake on the Treaty medal. 

4. Illustrate their understanding of the concept of ‘brother to brother’ relations. 

5. Value the Treaty relationship in Manitoba. 

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

KI-007A  Identify connections between their community and other Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.

VI-003  Value ethnic and cultural diversity in Manitoba.

KI-011A  Recognize that their identities are connected to the history of their Aboriginal community.

KH-033  Relate stories of people and events that shaped Manitoba.

KH-034  Give examples of the impact of European settlement on Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.

Materials Required:

• BLM 2.1.1 Student Activity: Brother to Brother Relations – one per student 
• BLM 2.1.2 Student Activity: We are All Different, But the Same – one per student
• Large Treaty medal replica from Treaty Education kit, or a printed copy of a Treaty medal. 
• Finger	paints;	construction	paper	–	enough	for	the	whole	class.
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

Teacher note: This lesson is best integrated into Cluster 4: 

History of Manitoba.

a) Organize the class into groups of three of four students. Have the students share what 
they know about early European/Newcomer settlement to Manitoba. 

b) Draw five columns on the chalkboard, each with the headings: who, what, where, 
when, why, and how. 

c) Invite one member from each group to come up to the chalkboard and record what  
they [think they] know about early European/Newcomer settlement in Manitoba. Have 
them write their answer in the pertinent column.

d) Guide and assist as necessary.

e) Using the columns when, why, and/or how as entry points, introduce the background 
of Treaties in Manitoba. 

f) Encourage class discussion. Guide and assist as necessary.

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Hold up the Treaty medal replica from the Treaty Education kit. Pass the medal around 
so the students can see the images on it clearly.

b) Explain to the students the symbolism of the handshake on the Treaty medal:

c) The handshake between the Treaty Commissioner and First Nations leaders took place 
following the signing of the Treaties. To the First Nations leaders, the significance of 
the handshake meant accepting the friendship extended from the Newcomers as well 
as accepting the negotiated terms of the Treaties. To the Newcomers, the handshake 
was extended to the First Nations leaders as a form of pledge and agreement to the 
important terms and new relationship that was formed as a result of the Treaties. In 
his response to the signing of Treaties with a handshake, the Treaty Commissioner 
stressed a heart-to-heart feeling between them.

d) Encourage class discussion. Guide and assist as necessary.

e) Introduce the concept of Brother-to-Brother relations as outlined in the Background to 
Concept section. 

f) Handout BLM 2.1.1 Student Activity: Brother-to-Brother Relations – one to each student. 

g) Divide the class into pairs or triads. Have the student refer to their word search puzzle. 

h) Brainstorm: how are each of the words in the puzzle related to Treaties? 

i) Reinforce the concept of brother to brother relations.

j) Ask the class: What do you think ‘We are all different, but the same’ means? 

k) Instruct them to complete. 

*This concludes the first-half of the lesson.

Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

*Second-half of the lesson:

a) Introduce the culminating activity of the lesson by handing out BLM 2.1.2 – Student 
Activity: We are All Different, But the Same.

b) Pass out finger paints and construction paper. 

c) Instruct students to complete.

d) Guide and assist as necessary. Encourage discussion. 
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Further Learning:

• Seek out a Manitoba First Nation band-controlled school (or if you are a band-controlled school, a provincial school) 
and begin a pen-pal club between the students. Encourage them to share stories of their lives and experiences in their 
respective communities. 

Assessment:

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca
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BLM 2.1.1: STUDENT ACTIVITY: BROTHER-TO-BROTHER RELATIONS

Instructions: Complete the word search working with your partners. Talk with a partner: How is each 
word related to the Treaties? 

AGREEMENT

BROTHER

COUSIN

GENEROSITY

HANDSHAKE

KINDNESS

LAND

LOVE

MEDAL

NEIGHBOURS

PARTNERSHIP

PEACE

RESPECT

SHARE

TREATY

S L N F C F H Z U G Y B C Y H

T R O I F O Z M S F T Y W A I

Q U U V S I G O D G I W T L C

C K F O E U J K Y S S R V A D

L I I Y B J O O A T O E E N F

R O Q N U H B C N A R S R D N

V F A U D R G E I U E P A E W

P X R L O N M I I T N E H B Q

T J P T E E E W E S E C S V O

J G H C E N X S J N G T I B C

O E A R H A N D S H A K E X F

R E G Y T A E R T M E D A L H

P A L E Y T I B B L I Z U Z S

X U S N Q I D I G T N J V F V

V R M V P I H S R E N T R A P
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BLM 2.1.2: STUDENT ACTIVITY: WE ARE ALL DIFFERENT,  
BUT THE SAME

This is an art activity. Here are the instructions:

• Your teacher is going to pass out finger paints. 

• When you teacher tells you, lightly cover one of your hands in paint.

• On a sheet of paper, press your hand down firmly to make an imprint.

• Next, underneath your handprint, press your thumb down to make an imprint.

• Wash or wipe the paint from your hands.

• Leave your paper of your desk so that it can dry. 

• Once it is dry, your teacher will post your handprint/thumbprint, as well as all your classmates. 

 

Answer these questions:

1. What is the same about all the handprints?

2. Study the thumbprints. What do you observe?

3. How are we all different, but the same? 

4. What does a handshake symbolize?
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SUB-THEME #2: Traditional Teachings  
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 2.2: Teachings, Stories About Values:  
Respect and Sharing – How Do We Know About 
the Past: Oral History 
THE CONCEPT

Oral and written history provides a window to the past. Students will learn the value of both oral history and written history 
when it comes to understanding the Treaties and the Treaty relationship. First Nations peoples’ history and knowledge is 
orally transmitted by ‘keepers’ who recollected the events which they saw, heard or took part in. It is part of the concept of 
`aadizookaan(ag)`(a story).16 

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

Treaties between the First Nations peoples and the Crown (Canada) are the building blocks in the creation of the country  
of Canada and provide for peace and good order for all people in Canada.

The Treaties are agreements, voluntarily entered into by both parties, which provide for peaceful relations between the 
two	nations.	For	First	Nations	peoples,	the	Treaties	are	more	than	a	simple	written	document;	they	are	sacred	agreements	
between the First Nations peoples and the Crown (Canada) with the Creator as witness. They are “living”, permanent, 
foundational agreements based on the synthesis of two worldviews: the oral traditions (values & natural laws) of the First 
Nations peoples and the written traditions and common law of the Crown (Canada) who represented the Newcomers.

The Treaties were based on the First Nations peoples’ natural laws which guided the spirit and intent of the Treaties. These 
natural laws rested on balance, harmony, and reciprocity. The First Nations peoples’ intended that the Treaties would result 
in	a	sharing	of	the	land;	and	they	understood	according	to	natural	laws,	the	Crown	(Canada)	would	provide	them	with	an	
exchange for sharing the land. The Crown’s (Canada’s) exchange of rights came in the form of obligations that they prom-
ised	to	provide,	such	as	the	right	for	First	Nations	to	retain	their	own	way	of	life,	and	other	benefits	that	would	preserve	 
their existence.

Treaties were to provide both sides with the means of achieving survival and socio-economic stability, anchored on the prin-
ciple	of	mutual	benefit.	Treaty-making	was	a	process	that	allowed	for	the	peaceful	creation	and	development	of	Canada.17 

Oral and Written Agreements

Although	the	Government	of	Canada	acknowledges	the	written	texts	of	the	Treaties	as	a	definitive	representation	of	the	
agreements of the parties involved, First Nations peoples have long maintained there is an oral factor to understanding  
the Treaty-making process and the relevance of the Treaty relationships. The Supreme Court of Canada has stated that  
the Crown (Canada) cannot ignore the oral terms while relying only on the written ones. These rulings have strengthened 
the oral tradition, resulting in consideration for “outside promises” made at the time of Treaty making but were not  
recorded in the original written Treaty documents. In Manitoba, First Nations signatories to Treaty 1 and Treaty 2  
continue to be involved in negotiations with Crown (Canada) as a means of trying to reconcile the Crown’s (Canada’s) 
“outside promises”.18 

16	Ibid.;	p.	52	13
17	Treaty	Essential	Learnings;	p.	13
18	Treaty	Essential	Learnings;	p.	31
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First Nations peoples are reliant upon oral tradition to pass on their traditions and knowledge from generation to generation 
and believe the Creator is a vital part of all life including interactions with other societies. Newcomers were reliant on  
the written word and also had their own belief system. Therefore, interpretations of the Treaties vary due to the differing 
worldviews of the participating nations.19 

Oral Tradition 

Throughout history, different groups utilized different methods to record their histories and major events according to their 
resources and their environment. First Nations people used oral traditions through stories to pass on their way of life.

First Nation peoples’ history and knowledge was orally transmitted based on the experiences of the person speaking, which  
usually were recollections of events which they saw, heard of, or took part in. ‘Keepers’ or storytellers were responsible for 
protecting their oral history. They passed their knowledge to other individuals and retold each account exactly as it  
was received from its original keeper.

Although First Nations peoples now use the written word to record events, oral traditions and oral histories remain strong 
and continue to be used in First Nations communities. 

Stories, you see, are not just entertainment. Stories are power. They reflect the deepest, the most intimate perceptions, 
relationships, and attitudes of a people. Stories, how a people, a culture, thinks.20 

Characteristics of Oral Tradition 

Oral tradition:

• transmits the First Nations peoples’ worldviews, including the values, beliefs and the “essence” of the nations, and
• requires the ability to listen and understand.

Oral traditions:

• are	repetitious	so	teachings	can	be	understood	and	will	not	be	lost;
• encompass	values,	customs,	beliefs,	traditions,	songs,	ceremonies,	history	and	information	about	events;
• are still practiced today by Elders who pass on important wisdom and knowledge that are invaluable to the culture, 
language	and	spirituality	of	their	people.	Elders	acknowledge	the	source	of	oral	history;

• were	shared	only	if	they	imparted	accurate	information;	and
• follow strict laws of respect.21 

Oral tradition is by far the oldest form of communicating, and is vital to the pursuit of knowledge. In a sense it is a living 
and ongoing account of history. Like life, history will grow and continue, so what better to way to reside historical  
information than within the oral tradition. This way, accounts will derive from those who have experienced the matter  
first	hand,	and	relate	their	stories	with	a	human	emotion	and	compassion	that	cannot	be	felt	reading	books.22 

19	Ibid.;	p.	49
20 Ibid. p. 68
21	Treaty	Essential	Learnings;	p.	68	
22 http://www.revolutionarycreations.com/lit_page/haudenosaunee/written_history_vs_oral_trad.PDF
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 2.2: Teachings, Stories About Values:  
Respect and Sharing – How Do We Know  
About the Past: Oral History 
GRADE 4

THEME:  The First Nations in Manitoba 

SUB-THEME 2:  Traditional Teachings 

TOPIC2.2:  Teachings, Stories About Values: Respect and Sharing – How Do We Know About the  
    Past: Oral History 

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students explore the manner in which historians piece together the past. They investigate the differences 
between primary and secondary sources, as well as artifacts. Students learn about and value the role of oral tradition as a 
historical source as well as an integral part of First Nations peoples’ culture and identity. 

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson the students will: 

1. Understand how historians uses sources to piece together the past. 

2. Identify and differentiate between primary sources, secondary sources, and artifacts. 

3. Value oral tradition as an important way to learn history.

4. Know that Elders and oral tradition are an integral part of First Nations peoples’ culture and identity. 

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

4-VH-008  Value oral tradition as an important way to learn history.

KI-009A  Understand the teachings of Elders about their culture and identity.

KH-033  Relate stories of people and events that shaped Manitoba.

VH-009		 Appreciate	the	significance	of	history	in	their	lives.

Materials Required:

• BLM 2.2.1 Student Activity: How Do We Know About the Past? – one per student 
• BLM 2.2.2 Student Activity: Oral Tradition Teachings – one per student
• Samples of historical evidence: a primary source sample, secondary source sample, and artifact sample.  

At least four samples. 
• Access to the Internet with audio loud enough for the entire class to hear.
• Access to website, Four Direction Teachings: http://www.fourdirectionsteachings.com/main.html
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

[Note: Grade 4 students are familiar with the concepts of primary and secondary sources in 
history. For links to these concepts in the Manitoba Social Studies curriculum refer to pages 
15, A14, and A35 in the curriculum document, Grade 4 Social Studies Manitoba, Canada, 
and the North: Places and Stories.]

a) Ask the class: how do we know about the past? Engage the class in a brainstorming 
session. 

b) Tell the class there are several ways to learn about the past and that you will be giving 
an example of each way as a clue.

c) Divide the class into four (or more) groups. Tell the groups that they will be given a 
clue. Give each group one of the following:

 • Old letter/map [primary source sample]

 • Photograph [primary source sample]

 • Old object [artifact]

 • History book [secondary source sample] 

d) Have them spend several minutes looking at their item and ask:

 • What do you see (what is the object?)

 • Who do you think made/created it?

 • What does it tell us about the past? How can it provide greater insight into  
 the past? 

e) Explain to the class the difference between primary evidence, secondary evidence, 
and artifacts

f) Share the items with all members of the class. 

g) Encourage class discussion. Guide and assist as necessary.

h) Handout BLM 2.2.1 Student Activity: How Do We Know About the Past? – one to each 
student. 

i) Tell them they have a set amount of time to finish the assignment and then you will 
be asking their answer to the question at the bottom of the sheet: We have not talked 
about one other great way to discover lots of insights into the past. What do you  
think it is?

j) Guide and assist as necessary.

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Draw their attention to the question at the bottom of the worksheet: We have not 
talked about one other great way to discover lots of insights into the past. What do you 
think it is?

b) Have students share their responses with the group. 

c) Encourage class discussion. Guide and assist as necessary.

d) Introduce the concept of oral tradition based on the information found in the Back-
ground to Concept section. 

e) Encourage questions and discussion. 
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Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Access the site: Four Directions Teachings http://www.fourdirectionsteachings.com/
main.html

 [Four Directions Teachings celebrates Indigenous oral traditions by honoring the 
process of listening with intent as each elder or traditional teacher shares a teaching 
from their perspective on the richness and value of cultural traditions from their nation. 
In honor of the timelessness of Indigenous oral traditions, audio narration is provided 
throughout the site, complimented by beautifully animated visuals] 

 • Click on either ‘Cree’ or ‘Ojibwe’ [First Nations whose traditional territory now falls  
 in Manitoba]

 • Play one of the teachings for the students to hear. 

 • Tell the students to listen carefully. You may want to replay the teaching as needed. 

b) Handout BLM 2.2.2 Student Activity: Oral Tradition Teachings – one to each student. 

c) Instruct them to complete. 

d) Guide and assist as necessary. Encourage discussion. 

Further Learning:

• Have the students investigate the protocol established by your school associated with inviting an Elder to speak. 
Research	the	significance	of	the	protocol.	Consult	the	resource	General Protocols for Teachers in the Kit.

• Have students research and demonstrate other forms of historical sources/passing on of traditions and communicating 
between the First Nation people. This can be done through artifacts, art, carving, beadwork, dance, music, song,  
games, sports, etc. 

Assessment:

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca 
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BLM 2.2.1: Student Activity: How Do We Know About the Past?

How do we know about the past? Historians are people who find out about life in the past. They try to 
understand what, why and when things happened. Historians can build up a picture of people and 
events from the evidence left behind. 

Primary sources provide firsthand evidence of historical events. They are actual records that have  
survived from the past, such as letters, photographs, journals, interviews, diaries, and so on. 

Secondary sources summarize, explain, or draw conclusions from primary sources. They are accounts 
of the past created by people writing about events sometime after the event. Examples of secondary 
sources are textbooks and encyclopaedias. 

Artifacts are considered primary sources. They are physical objects from the past. Clothes, shoes,  
toys, tools, household objects, cooking tools – the list is endless. 

          Examine the documents/items your teacher has assembled for you and decide whether they  
are primary sources, secondary sources, or artifacts. Complete the table below. 

Primary Sources Secondary Sources Artifacts

From these we can begin to understand a little about the lives of our ancestors, how they differed from 
us today and the ways in which their lives were not so different from us at all. We have not talked about 
one other great way to discover lots of insights into the past. What do you think it is?
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BLM 2.2.2: Student Activity: Oral Tradition Teachings

Carefully listen to the teaching your teacher plays for you. Fill in the table based on the teaching you 
heard about. Your teacher will help you. 

Name of the Storyteller:

From what First Nation peoples’ group does the teaching come from?

What is the teaching about? 

Retell the teaching in your own words: 

How is oral tradition an important way to learn history?
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SUB-THEME #3: History 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 3.1: First Nations Leadership in Manitoba 
THE CONCEPT

First Nations peoples have their own traditional governments. Some of these traditional government structures continue to 
be part of their communities. Today, the leadership of First Nations communities follow either an elected system with one 
Chief or a determined number of Councillors or they follow a hereditary system of government where the leadership is 
passed down through generations and remains in power for a lifetime until a new successor is named. First Nations peoples 
in Manitoba have regional tribal council, provincial and national governance structures. The contemporary governance 
structures are introduced in this lesson. 

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

History

First Nations peoples have been practicing their own forms of government for thousands of years prior to the arrival of 
Newcomers	into	Canada.	Traditional	governments	varied	according	to	their	particular	needs	as	defined	by	their	unique	eco-
nomic, social, political and environmental conditions. First Nations peoples’ traditional leadership also varied according to 
the special skills, knowledge, and gifts of different individuals who were called upon at different times to serve the people.23 

Through the Treaty making process, the First Nations peoples understood that they would respect the laws of the Crown 
(Canada) and, in return, the Crown (Canada) would respect the authority of First Nations peoples in matters of governance 
over their own lands and people, including respect for their own lifestyles and cultural practices.24 

“Historically the First Nations have a unique and special relationship with the Crown and the people of Canada, as 
manifested in Treaties and other historical documents. In essence, the special relationship is one of (negotiated agree-
ment with a view toward) peaceful coexistence based on equitable sharing of lands and resources, and ultimately on 
respect, recognition, and enforcement of our respective right to govern ourselves”.25

First Nations’ Government Today 

The fundamental legal unit of government for Canadian First Nations is the band. A band is typically, but not always com-
posed	of	a	single	community.	The	functioning	of	a	band	is	controlled	by	the	Indian	Act,	the	legislation	that	defines	the	posi-
tion of Status Indians. The band government is controlled by a Chief and Council. The number of councillors is determined 
by	the	number	of	band	members,	with	a	minimum	of	two	in	addition	to	the	Chief.	The	Indian	Act	specifies	procedures	for	
the election of the Chief and council. Some bands make use of a policy provision (called ‘custom election’) that allows them 
to exempt themselves from these requirements in order to follow traditional procedures for the choice of leaders. Sometimes 
this means that hereditary leaders become the Chief. Buffalo Point First Nation in Treaty No. 3 territory in southeastern 
Manitoba is one example of a community that follows the hereditary governance system.

23	Treaty	Essential	Learnings;	p.52
24	Ibid.;	p.	68	
25  Assembly of First Nations. (2013). Description of AFN. Retrieved at www.afn..ca
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Two	or	more	bands	may	unite	to	form	a	tribal	council.	Tribal	councils	have	no	independent	status;	they	draw	their	powers	
entirely from their member bands. What powers are delegated to the tribal council and which services are provided centrally 
by the tribal council varies according to the wishes of the member band. In addition to tribal councils, bands may create 
joint organizations for particular purposes, such as providing social services or health care.27 

In Manitoba, the First Nations peoples also have aligned themselves into regional political advocacy bodies: a northern 
body known as the Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak (MKO), and the Southern Chiefs Organization (SCO). 

Manitoba

In Manitoba the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC), which was formed in 1988 as an advocate on issues that commonly 
affected all of the First Nations of Manitoba, represents the 63 First Nations of the province. The AMC has departments 
covering a diversity of areas, such as: education, research, housing, Treaties, health and social welfare, residential schools, 
and the environment. Not only does the AMC speak for Manitoba’s 137,000 First Nations citizens, but it works closely with 
the Assembly of First Nations which collectively represents the political interests of the 61427 First Nations across  
the country.28 

Assembly of First Nations 

In addition to tribal councils and special-purpose service organizations, bands may form larger organizations. The largest is 
the Assembly of First Nations. 

The Assembly of First Nations (AFN) is the national representative organization of the First Nations in Canada. There are 
614 First Nation’s communities in Canada. The AFN Secretariat is designed to present the views of the various First Nations 
through their leaders in areas such as: Aboriginal and Treaty Rights, Economic Development, Education, Languages 
and Literacy, Health, Housing, Social Development, Justice, Taxation, Land Claims, Environment, and a whole array 
of issues that are of common concern which arise from time to time.

The Chiefs meet annually to set national policy and direction through resolution. The National Chief is elected every  
three years by the Chiefs-in-Assembly. The Chiefs meet between the annual assemblies every 3 to 4 months in a forum 
called the “Confederacy of Nations” to set ongoing direction. The membership of the Confederacy consists of Chiefs and 
other Regional Leaders chosen according to a formula based on the population of each region. The AFN receives most of its 
operating funds from the Department of Indian Affairs.

The overall structure of the AFN is based on the Charter of the Assembly of First Nations, which was adopted in July 1985. 
The	principal	organs	of	the	Assembly	of	First	Nations	are:	the	First	Nations-in-Assembly;	the	Confederacy	of	Nations;	the	
Executive	Committee;	the	Secretariat	(AFN/NIB);	and	the	Council	of	Elders.	The	Executive	Committee	is	made	up	of	the	
Regional Vice-Chiefs, the National Chief, and the Chairperson of the Council of Elders. Chiefs of their respective regions 
select the Vice-Chiefs. The Chiefs in Assembly elect the National Chief every three years.29 

26 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Nations_government_(Canada)
27 http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1303134042666/1303134337338
28 http://www.manitobachiefs.com/
29 http://www.afn.ca/index.php/en/about-afn/description-of-the-afn
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 3.1: First Nations Leadership in Manitoba 
GRADE 4

THEME:  The First Nations in Manitoba

SUB-THEME 3:  History

TOPIC 3.1:  First Nations Leadership in Manitoba

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students explore First Nations leadership in Manitoba. Using the Internet or other research tools such as books, 
newspapers, and/or magazines, they investigate the Chiefs of three First Nations groups in Manitoba and create a bulletin 
board display showing the logos of several such organizations. 

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson the students will: 

1. Understand the workings of traditional First Nations peoples’ governance.

2. Identify the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC), Manitoba Keewatinowi  
Okimakanak (MKO), and the Southern Chiefs Organization (SCO). 

3. Recognize that the role of Manitoba First Nations organizations and leaders in the governance of Manitoba

4. Identify First Nations leaders in Manitoba.

5. Value the role of Manitoba First Nations leaders in keeping the spirit and intent of the Treaties alive. 

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

KI-007A  Identify connections between their community and other Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.

4-KI-007  Identify Aboriginal communities, cultures, and languages in Manitoba.

4-KI-006A  Give examples of Aboriginal artistic and cultural achievements and organizations in Manitoba.

4-KP-041  Explain the purposes of government.

4-KP-042  Identify levels of government in Canada and give examples of their responsibilities. Include: municipal or  
   local, provincial or territorial, First Nation, and federal governments.

4-KP-043  Identify elected government leaders in their local communities, in Manitoba, and in Canada.

4-KP-044  Recognize that there are elected Aboriginal representatives in Manitoba and in Canada.

4-KP-044A  Identify elected representatives of their Aboriginal communities.
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Materials Required:

• BLM 3.1.1 Manitoba First Nation Fast Facts – one per student. 
• BLM 3.1.2 Student Activity: First Nations Leadership in Manitoba – one per student
• BLM 3.1.3 Assembly of First Nations Logo Explanation – one per student
• Computers with Internet access for class research.
• White paper and colouring supplies. 
• Map of Tribal Council Regions in Manitoba, retrieved from https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/

eng/1100100020567/1100100020572

ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

a) Ask the class if they can name several leaders in Canada and Manitoba. For example: 

 • Who is the leader of Canada?

 • What is the name of Manitoba’s Premier?

 • What is the name of our Member of the Legislative Assembly?

 • Who is the leader of our community? 

b) Make a list of the titles associated with these leaders. For example: Prime Minister, 
Premier, MLA, Mayor, Reeve, etc.

 • What is their job? 

c) Write the word Chief on the board. Ask: :

 • Can you name a community in Manitoba whose leader is a Chief? 

 • What is his/her name?

 • What is his/her job?

d) Hand out BLM 3.1.1 Manitoba First Nation Fast Facts – one per student. Give the stu-
dents several minutes to read over the sheet. 

e) Engage the class in a ‘Q & A’ session based on the information provided in the sheet. 
For example:

 • How many First Nations are there in Manitoba? [63]

 • Name a Tribal Council. Which one is closest to our community or are we a part of? 

 • List the five First Nation language groups in Manitoba. [Cree, Ojibway, Dakota  
 Oyate, Oji-Cree, Denesuline]

f) Encourage class discussion. 

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Introduce the concept of First Nations peoples’ government and First Nations leaders 
in Manitoba as outlined in the Background to Concept section. 

b) Escort students to computer lab with Internet access, or provide research materials 
such as books, newspapers, and magazines. 

c) Handout BLM 3.1.2 Student Activity: First Nations Leadership in Manitoba – one per 
student.

d) Instruct them to complete. 

e) Guide and assist and necessary. 
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Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Discuss their answers. 

 • Who are the First Nations leaders of Manitoba? 

 • What organizations represent First Nations citizens in this province? 

 • Did they match the logos to the correct First Nation organizations? 

b) Have the student refer to the logos of their worksheets. 

c) Brainstorm: what is the significance of the logos?

d) Hand out BLM 3.1.3 Assembly of First Nations Logo Explanation – one per student.

e) Discuss the symbolism in the AFM logo as outlined in the sheet.

f) Tell them that they will be drawing and colouring the logo of a First Nations’ organiza-
tion in Manitoba, They can find the logos online or the teacher may provide them. 

g) Hand out paper and colouring supplies.

h) Post the completed logos on a bulletin board in class. 

i) Guide and assist as necessary.

Further Learning:

• Have	the	students	conduct	research	profiling	a	First	Nations	leader	who	had	played	a	role	in	Manitoba	provincial	 
politics. For example: Elijah Harper, Oscar Lathlin, Eric Robinson, Kevin Chief. 

Assessment:

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca
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BLM 3.1.1: MANITOBA FIRST NATION FAST FACTS

About Manitoba’s First Nations

• 139,836 registered Manitoba First Nation members as of December 2011

• 61.1 per cent living on-reserve

• 58.6 per cent are under the age of 30

• 63 First Nations

• 6 of the 20 largest bands in Canada are located in Manitoba

• 23 Manitoba First Nations not accessible by all-weather roads

Seven Tribal Councils

• Dakota Ojibway Tribal Council

• Interlake Reserves Tribal Council

• Island Lake Tribal Council

• Keewatin Tribal Council

• Southeast Resource Development Council

• Swampy Cree Tribal Council

• West Region Tribal Council

Three Political/Territorial Organizations

• Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (represents 63 chiefs from across Manitoba)

• Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak (represents 30 northern First Nations)

• Southern Chiefs Organization (represents 36 southern First Nations)

Five First Nation Linguistic Groups

• Cree

• Ojibway

• Dakota

• Oji-Cree

• Dene

Education

57 schools operated by 50 First Nations at elementary and secondary level, including 16 facilities that 
teach mature students. Approximately 17,500 students educated on-reserve, additional 5,100 attending 
schools off-reserve.30 

30 Source: Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada
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BLM 3.1.2: STUDENT ACTIVITY: FIRST NATIONS LEADERSHIP  
IN MANITOBA 
Using the Internet as a resource, complete the following assignment. Your teacher will help you find  
the most helpful websites. If you aren’t able to access the Internet, your teacher will help you with 
research materials. 

Part 1: What First Nations Organization Am I?
Match the correct Manitoba First Nations organization to the description.

Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 

• A non-profit organization that represents 30 First Nation communities in Manitoba’s North. 

Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak 

• A group representing the Chiefs of the Southern First Nations of Manitoba with the aim to preserve,  
 promote, and enhance First Nations peoples’ rights, languages, customs, and traditions through  
 the Treaty-making process

Southern Chiefs Organization 

• An organization which speaks on behalf of the 63 First Nations in Manitoba. 

Part 2: Who is the Leader?
Find out who is the Grand Chief of each of the following organizations. 

Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs:  ____________________________________________________________

Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc.:  ___________________________________________________

Southern Chiefs Organization:  ____________________________________________________________

Part 3: Whose logo?
Find out what Manitoba First Nation organization’s logo is below. Write it next to the logo. 
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BLM 3.1.3: ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS LOGO EXPLANATION
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SUB-THEME #3: History 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 3.2: First Nations History in Manitoba 
THE CONCEPT

First Nations peoples believe the Creator placed them on Turtle Island (North America) where they have coexisted since 
time immemorial. They were well adapted to the geography and the environment and possessed all the survival skills to  
live on their land. They had their own spiritual, political, economic, traditional and social systems, teachings, and natural 
laws that promoted living in balance and harmony with the natural environment.31 

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

Manitoba 

The name Manitoba originated in the languages of the First Nations people who lived on the Prairies and travelled the 
waters of Lake Manitoba. These people introduced European explorers, traders and settlers to the region and its waterways. 
They also passed on to the newcomers the ancient names and poetic legends associated with the places they inhabited. More 
than two centuries of contact and trade between the Europeans and First Nations produced a blending of their languages. 
From	First	Nations’	languages,	places	names	and	legends,	to	official	title	of	the	province,	the	evolution	of	the	name	 
Manitoba mirrors the history of the region.32 

First Nations residing on the Manitoba plains relied heavily on the buffalo herds to provide their basic survival necessi-
ties	of	food,	shelter	and	clothing.	Bands	with	settlements	near	lakes	and	forested	areas	depended	on	fishing	of	pickerel	and	
whitefish	and	hunting	of	beaver,	moose,	deer	and	caribou.	Collecting	of	maple	tree	sap	and	harvesting	wild	nuts	and	berries	
was also part of their daily livelihood. 

The arrival of European settlers and the fur trade era of 1670-1905 would distinctly alter the First Nations peoples estab-
lished way of life. First Nations peoples were adept traders and were eager to trade for European goods. Because the thing 
Europeans wanted most was furs, First Nations peoples became partners in the fur trade and in the exploration of Manitoba 
and Canada. First Peoples also suffered for their involvement in the fur trade. The fur trade created competition that led to 
wars between First Nations peoples and as voyageurs and missionaries moved through the continent, they brought with 
them European diseases such as smallpox. 

Treaties 

Indigenous North America, like Europe, was populated by many nations of people with different languages, cultures, 
religions, ways of life and traditional territories. When First Nations peoples met with each other they negotiated alliances 
that	were	mutually	beneficial.	These	alliances	established	peaceful	relationships	among	them	which	included	trade,	passage,	
peace and friendship, and other obligations and responsibilities.

Starting in 1701, in what was to eventually become Canada, the Crown (Canada) entered into solemn Treaties to encourage 
peaceful relations between First Nations and non-Aboriginal people. Over the next several centuries, Treaties were negoti-
ated	and	signed	to	define,	among	other	things,	the	respective	rights	of	First	Nations	peoples	and	governments	to	use	and	
enjoy lands that First Nations peoples traditionally occupied.

31	Treaty	Essential	Learnings;	p.	34
32 http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/louis_riel/pdf/origin_mb_name.pdf
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Canada confederated in 1867 and the province of Manitoba entered Confederation in 1870. Shortly thereafter, between  
1871 and 1921, Crown (Canada) entered into Treaties with various First Nations peoples that enabled the newly formed 
Canadian government to actively pursue agriculture, settlement, transportation links and resource development of the 
Canadian West and the North. Because they were numbered 1 to 11, these Treaties were often referred to as the “Numbered 
Treaties” and covered northern Ontario, the Western provinces, including Manitoba, and parts of British Columbia and the 
Northwest Territories.

The First Nations peoples who signed the Numbered Treaties saw the process as the formalization of a long standing rela-
tionship with Crown (Canada), which had been formed through interaction and trade with Western European settlers and 
traders. They negotiated Treaties in order to protect their cultures, land base and languages. First Nations peoples did not 
view the Treaty process as a surrender of their land, but as an agreement to share the land and its resources with Canadians.

From the Canadian perspective, under these Treaties, the First Nations peoples who occupied these territories ceded tracts  
of	land	to	Crown	(Canada).	In	exchange,	the	Treaties	provided	for	such	things	as	reserve	lands	and	other	benefits	like	
agricultural	equipment	and	livestock,	annuities,	ammunitions,	gratuities,	clothing	and	certain	rights	to	hunt	and	fish.	Crown	
(Canada) also made promises regarding the maintenance of schools on reserves, or the provisions of teachers or educational 
assistance to the First Nation peoples’ parties to the Treaties.33 

Treaties in Manitoba

The written text of Treaties 1 through 5 cover the land mass of Manitoba, however, there are also bands from Treaties 6 and 
10 in Manitoba of which the described boundaries are outside the boundaries of the province. The Treaties were negotiated 
and signed by Treaty Commissioners on behalf of Crown (Canada) when lands were required for settlement or at the request 
of the area’s First Nations peoples. Through their own varied processes the First Nations peoples chose leaders and spokes-
people to represent them during the Treaty negotiations.

The Treaties in Manitoba are:

• Treaty No. 1 was negotiated and signed in August 1871 at Lower Fort Garry. 
• Treaty No. 2 was negotiated at Lower Fort Garry and signed in August 1871 at Manitoba House. 
• Treaty	No.	3	was	negotiated	and	signed	in	October	1873	at	a	traditional	First	Nation	fishing	station	near	Harrison	Creek	

at the Northwest Angle of Lake of the Woods, northeast of the Buffalo Point First Nation in Manitoba. Adhesions to 
Treaty No. 3 were signed in other locations within the Treaty area. 

• Treaty No. 4 was negotiated and signed in September 1874 at Fort Qu’appelle, Saskatchewan. First Nations within 
Manitoba signed adhesions to Treaty No. 4 at Fort Ellice. 

• Treaty No 5 was negotiated and signed by the largest number of First Nation communities within Manitoba at different 
locations	and	times.	The	first	signing	of	Treaty	No.5	occurred	at	Berens	River	in	September	1875.	Adhesions	to	Treaty	
No. 5 were signed throughout Manitoba’s north. 

• Treaty No. 6 was signed in August 1876 at Fort Carlton, Saskatchewan. First Nations within Manitoba signed adhesions 
to Treaty No. 6. 

• Treaty No. 10 was signed at Ile a la Crosse in August 1906. First Nations within Manitoba signed adhesions to Treaty 
No. 10. 

• Although the Dakota people were not a part of the Numbered Treaties they are recognized as having use and occupation 
of territories within Manitoba and have secured alliances and arrangements with Crown (Canada).34 

33 http://www.trcm.ca/about_treaties.php
34 Ibid. 
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Today 

There is a great variation in lifestyle, culture and language among the First Nations peoples of Manitoba, depending on 
geographic location. While there may be no abrupt demarcation lines, there is a gradual change from north to south and east 
to	west.	The	lifestyle	of	the	people	may	depend	more	on	primary	industries	such	as	fishing,	trapping,	farming	or	ranching.	
There is also variation in orientation be it urban, rural or northern. Even within languages there are dialectic differences that 
must be respected.35 

As of December 2011, there were 139,836 registered First Nation members in Manitoba. A total of 85,440 members (61.1 
per cent) lived on reserves. Manitoba is second only to Ontario in terms of total on-reserve population and in total First 
Nation population. According to the 2011 Registered Indian Population by Sex and Residence report, 80,744 (58.6 per cent) 
of First Nation members in Manitoba are under the age of 30.36

At this point in time, Manitoba has 63 First Nations, including six of the 20 largest bands in Canada. Twenty-three First 
Nations are not accessible by an all-weather road. This accounts for more than half of all Manitoba First Nations people 
who live on reserve.37 

There	are	five	First	Nations	languages:	Anishinaabe	(Ojibway),	Anishininiwak	(Oji-Cree),	Dakota,	Dene	and	Nehowak/
Ininiwak Nehetho (Cree). Each First Nations peoples maintain that their languages are the source of their own unique cus-
toms, values, cultural practices, teachings, and spiritual beliefs. In Manitoba, some of the First Nations peoples’ concepts are 
similar and are shared teachings across the nations.38 

First Nations in Manitoba 

This map may be accessed at:  
http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100020558

35 http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/abedu/abdocs/K-4_framework.pdf
36 http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2012/aadnc-aandc/R31-3-2011-eng.pdf
37 http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100020400
38	Treaty	Essential	Learnings;	p.	51	
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39 Adapted from: http://www.travelmanitoba.com/default.asp?page=135&redirected=YES

Timeline of Manitoba History39

1670 – King Charles II of England grants sovereignty over large part of continent to “the Gover-
nor &CO. of Adventurers of England Trading into Hudsons Bay” or the Hudsons Bay Company.

1690-1691 – Henry Kelsey explores Northern Manitoba from Hudson Bay to Saskatchewan 
River, near the Pas.

1731-1771 – Building of Fort Prince of Wales at the mouth of the Churchill River by British.  
Captured and badly damaged by French in 1782.

1783 – Construction of Fort Churchill by HBC. In continuous use until 1933.

1811 – Lord Selkirk establishes first agricultural settlement.

1816 – Governor Robert Semple and 19 colonists were killed in battle with Métis at Seven 
Oaks [which was part of the Hudson Bay Company and North West Company conflict].

1869 – HBC relinquishes Western Canadian territory to Canadian Government for $300,000. 
Lack of consideration to Métis concerns leads to Louis Riel’s establishment of provisional 
government in December 1869. 

1870 – Delegates of Riel’s government negotiates with federal government to join Confedera-
tion. Called the “Postage Stamp” province (1/18 current size.) 

1871 – Treaty No. 1 

1871 – Treaty No. 2 

1873 – Treaty No. 3 

1874 – Treaty No. 4; First Nations within Manitoba signed adhesions to Treaty No. 4 at Fort 
Ellice. 

1875 – Treaty No 5.

1876 – Treaty No. 6; First Nations within Manitoba signed adhesions to Treaty No. 6. 

1906 – Treaty No. 10 was signed in August 1906. First Nations within Manitoba signed  
adhesions to Treaty No. 10. 

1912 – Final boundary change (North 60º) completes current Manitoba size.
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 3.2: First Nations Peoples’ History  
in Manitoba 
GRADE 4

THEME:  The First Nations in Manitoba 

SUB-THEME 3:  History

TOPIC 3.2:  First Nations History in Manitoba 

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students explore the history of First Nations peoples in Manitoba. Using their school library as a research 
source, they collect a variety of books about First Nations peoples in Manitoba and compare and contrast life for the First 
Nations in the past to today. 

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson the students will: 

1. Understand the history of First Nations peoples in Manitoba. 

2.	 Know	that	indigenous	peoples	are	the	first	people	to	inhabit	Manitoba.

3. Identify several First Nation peoples’ communities in Manitoba. 

4.	 Identify	the	five	First	Nations	peoples’	language	communities	located	in	Manitoba.

5. Know that First Nations peoples in Manitoba were signatories to the Numbered Treaties. 

6. Describe ways in which life in Manitoba has changed for First Nations peoples over time. 

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

4-KI-005  Identify cultural communities in Manitoba.

4-KI-007  Identify Aboriginal communities, cultures, and languages in Manitoba.

4-KH-034  Give examples of the impact of European settlement on Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.

•4-KH-035  Describe ways in which life in Manitoba has changed over time. Examples: housing, food, hunting and  
   fishing, clothing, recreation, languages, education, agriculture, transportation...

Materials Required:

• BLM 3.2.1 Student Activity: Who are the First Nations peoples of Manitoba? – one per student. 
• BLM 3.2. 2 Student Activity: Manitoba First Nations peoples of Manitoba: Then and Now – one per student – 
• Access to school library and borrowing privileges.
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

Teacher note: This lesson best fits in Cluster 4: History of Manitoba 

a) Ask the class what they know about First Nations in Manitoba. Lead the brainstorming 
session with pointed questions such as: 

 • Can you name some First Nations peoples’ communities in Manitoba?

 • Can you identify First Nations peoples’ cultures and languages in Manitoba? 

 • Give examples of the impact of European settlement on First Nations peoples’  
 communities in Manitoba.

 • Describe ways in which life in Manitoba has changed over time for First Nations  
 peoples. 

b) Hand out BLM 3.2.1 Student Activity: Who are the First Nations peoples in Manitoba? – 
one per student. 

c) Explain the KWL activity to them [Know-Want-Learned].

 K-First, students identify what they already know. They should be given a short period 
of time – 1 to 2 minutes – to jot down anything they know about a subject. Students 
may share this information with a partner or the greater group. 

 W-Next, students should discuss what they want to learn. 

d) Instruct them to complete the ‘Know’ and ‘Want to Know’ sections. Guide and assist 
and necessary.

e) Introduce the concept of First Nations Peoples’ History in Manitoba as outlined in the 
Background to Concept section. 

f) Encourage class discussion. At the end, students should consider the question, “What 
have I learned?” This concluding activity gives students a chance to re-organize and 
cement the knowledge that they’ve gained in an activity.]

g) Instruct them to complete the ‘Learned’ section of the KWL

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Escort the students to the school library. Inform them that they will be collecting books 
about First Nations History in Manitoba to create a classroom display that will be used 
for research.

b) Collect the books and return to class. Give the students time to share and read over 
the book collection. 

c) and assist as necessary 

Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Handout BLM 3.2.2 Student Activity: First Nations peoples of Manitoba: Then and Now 
– one per student.

b) Instruct them to complete. Guide and assist as necessary. 

Further Learning:

• Leave	the	classroom	book	display	in	the	room	for	several	weeks.	Encourage	students	to	add	to	the	display;	including	
books, magazines, newspaper article photos, etc. that have to do with First Nations peoples’ history in Manitoba. 

Assessment:

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca
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BLM 3.2.1: STUDENT ACTIVITY – WHO ARE THE FIRST NATIONS 
PEOPLES IN OF MANITOBA?

Fill out the KWL Chart as instructed by your teacher. 

I know…

I want to know…

I have learned…
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BLM 3.2.2: STUDENT ACTIVITY – MANITOBA FIRST NATIONS  
PEOPLES IN MANITOBA: THEN AND NOW

Topics Then Now
Food

Economy

Clothing

Transportation

Recreation

Education

Technology

Customs/ 
Traditions

Shelter
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SUB-THEME #4: Treaties 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 4.1: We Are All Treaty People 
THE CONCEPT

A Treaty is a formal agreement between two parties. The Numbered Treaties, which cover all of Manitoba, are formal  
agreements that created a relationship between Crown (Canada) and First Nations. As a result, each party has certain  
expectations and obligations, both explicit and implicit. The Numbered Treaties provided First Nations with such things as 
annuities, education, reserves and protection of their traditional economies, while the Crown acquired the means to open  
up territories, including modern day Manitoba, for settlement and agricultural and resource development. 

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

Treaties in Canada

Canada understands Treaties between Crown (Canada) and First Nations peoples to be solemn agreements that set out 
promises,	obligations	and	benefits	for	both	parties.	The	First	Nations	peoples	understand	the	Treaties	to	be	a	series	of	 
negotiations through which they safeguarded their languages, traditions and cultures, while also agreeing to share the land 
with Newcomers.

Indigenous North America, like Europe, was populated by many nations of people with different languages, cultures, 
religions, ways of life and traditional territories. When First Nations peoples met with each other they negotiated alliances 
that	were	mutually	beneficial.	These	alliances	established	peaceful	relationships	among	them	which	included	trade,	passage,	
peace and friendship, and other obligations and responsibilities.

Starting in 1701, in what was to eventually become Canada, the Crown (Canada) entered into solemn treaties to encourage 
peaceful relations between First Nations pepoles and non-Aboriginal people. Over the next several centuries, Treaties were 
negotiated	and	signed	to	define,	among	other	things,	the	respective	rights	of	First	Nations	peoples	and	governments	to	use	
and enjoy lands that First Nations people traditionally occupied.40 

Treaties after Confederation

Between 1871 and 1921, Crown (Canada) entered into Treaties with various First Nations peoples that enabled the  
Canadian government to actively pursue agriculture, settlement, transportation links and resource development of the 
Canadian West and the North. Because they were numbered 1 to 11, these Treaties were often referred to as the “Numbered 
Treaties” and covered northern Ontario, the Western provinces, including Manitoba, and parts of British Columbia and the  
Northwest Territories.

The First Nations who signed the Numbered Treaties saw the process as the formalization of a long standing relationship 
with Crown (Canada), which had been formed through interaction and trade with Western European settlers and traders. 
They negotiated Treaties in order to protect their cultures, land base and languages. First Nations did not view the Treaty 
process as a surrender of their land, but as an agreement to share the land and its resources with Canadians.

From the Canadian perspective, under these Treaties, the First Nations peoples who occupied these territories ceded tracts  
of	land	to	Crown	(Canada).	In	exchange,	the	Treaties	provided	for	such	things	as	reserve	lands	and	other	benefits	like	agri-

40 http://www.trcm.ca/about_treaties.php
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cultural	equipment	and	livestock,	annuities,	ammunitions,	gratuities,	clothing	and	certain	rights	to	hunt	and	fish.	 
Crown (Canada) also made promises regarding the maintenance of schools on reserves, or the provisions of teachers or 
educational assistance to the First Nation parties to the Treaties.

[Teacher Note: In the Treaty Education Kit you will find a Treaties of Canada poster]

Treaties in Manitoba

The written text of Treaties 1 through 5 cover the land mass of Manitoba, however, there are also bands from Treaties 6  
and 10 in Manitoba of which the described boundaries are outside the boundaries of the province. The Treaties were negoti-
ated and signed by Treaty Commissioners on behalf of Crown (Canada) when lands were required for settlement or at the 
request of the area’s First Nations. Through their own varied processes the First Nations peoples chose leaders and spokes-
people to represent them during the Treaty negotiations.

The Treaties in Manitoba are:

• Treaty No. 1 was negotiated and signed in August 1871 at Lower Fort Garry. 
• Treaty No. 2 was negotiated at Lower Fort Garry and signed in August 1871 at Manitoba House. 
• Treaty	No.	3	was	negotiated	and	signed	in	October	1873	at	a	traditional	First	Nation	fishing	station	near	Harrison	Creek	

at the Northwest Angle of Lake of the Woods, northeast of the Buffalo Point First Nation in Manitoba. Adhesions to 
Treaty No. 3 were signed in other locations within the Treaty area. 

• Treaty No. 4 was negotiated and signed in September 1874 at Fort Qu’appelle, Saskatchewan. First Nations within 
Manitoba signed adhesions to Treaty No. 4 at Fort Ellice. 

• Treaty No 5 was negotiated and signed by the largest number of First Nation communities within Manitoba at different 
locations	and	times.	The	first	signing	of	Treaty	No.5	occurred	at	Berens	River	in	September	1875.	Adhesions	to	Treaty	
No. 5 were signed throughout Manitoba’s north. 

• Treaty No. 6 was signed in August 1876 at Fort Carlton, Saskatchewan. First Nations within Manitoba signed adhesions 
to Treaty No. 6. 

• Treaty No. 10 was signed at Ile a la Crosse in August 1906. First Nations within Manitoba signed adhesions to Treaty 
No. 10. 

Although the Dakota Oyate people were not a part of the Numbered Treaties they are recognized as having use and occupa-
tion of territories within Manitoba and have secured alliances and arrangements with the Crown.41 

The Benefits for Treaty-Making to Newcomers and First Nations

Both	parties	to	the	Treaty-making	process	benefited	from	The	Numbered	Treaties.	The	Crown	represented	the	Newcomers	
and the First Nations were represented by their respective leaders.

Treaty	Benefits	to	the	Newcomers	(Canada	as	represented	by	the	Crown):

As a Treaty settlement, Crown (Canada) believed they were to receive:

• peaceful	access	to	lands	for	settlement,	farming,	railways,	and	development;
• peaceful	settlement	in	the	west;
• minimal	costs	for	westward	expansion	and	prevention	of	costly	wars	with	the	First	Nations	peoples;	and
•  protection for western lands by creating a barrier to American expansion.

These	benefits	became	a	reality	as	Crown	(Canada)	settled	the	land	from	sea	to	sea,	eventually	building	the	nation	now	
known as Canada.

41 http://www.trcm.ca/about_treaties.php
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Treaty	Benefits	to	the	First	Nations	peoples:

As a Treaty settlement, First Nations peoples believed they were receiving:

• physical	survival	of	their	nations;
• peaceful	relations	with	the	Newcomers	through	ongoing	equitable	relations;
• respect for cultural and spiritual survival as distinct nations by the preservation of their distinctive traditions and  
institutions;	and

• education,	economics,	health	and	other	benefits.42 

We Are All Treaty People

Treaties	are	beneficial	to	all	people	in	Manitoba	and	Canada.	They	are	considered	mutually	beneficial	arrangements	that	
guarantee	a	co-existence	between	the	Treaty	parties.	Newcomers	and	their	descendants	benefit	from	the	wealth	generated	
from the land and the foundational rights provided in the Treaties. They built their society in this new land where some were 
looking	for	political	and	religious	freedom.	Today,	there	are	misconceptions	that	only	First	Nations	peoples	benefited	from	
the	Treaties,	but	in	reality,	both	parties	are	beneficiaries.	All	people	in	Manitoba	are	Treaty	people.43 

42 Treaty Essential Learnings, p. 20
43 Treaty Essential Learnings, p. 30 
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 4.1: We Are All Treaty People 
GRADE 4

THEME:  The First Nations Peoples in Manitoba 

SUB-THEME 4:  Treaties

TOPIC 4.1:  We Are All Treaty People

Lesson Overview:

In	this	lesson	students	explore	the	Treaties	relationship	in	Manitoba.	They	explore	the	mutual	benefits	for	both	First	Nations	
peoples and Newcomers at the time of making Treaty and realize that the westward expansion of Canada was made possible 
by	this.	The	students	also	identify	the	modern	benefits	all	Manitobans	enjoy	because	of	the	Treaties.	

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson the students will: 

1. Understand the role of Treaties in Manitoba.

2. Know that Manitoba First Nations peoples entered into Treaty agreements with the Crown to live in brotherhood and 
peace with their neighbours forever. 

3. Understand that the expansion of Canada into the west was made possible because of the Treaties. 

4.	 Know	that	all	Manitobans	benefit	from	the	Treaties.

5. Understand that ‘We Are All Treaty People’. 

6. Value the Treaty relationship in Manitoba. 

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

KH-033  Relate stories of people and events that shaped Manitoba.

KH-034  Give examples of the impact of European settlement on Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.

KI-011  Give examples of Aboriginal contributions to the history of Manitoba.

KH-033  Relate stories of people and events that shaped Manitoba.

KH-034  Give examples of the impact of European settlement on Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.

Materials Required:

• BLM	4.1.1	Student	Activity:	We	All	Benefit	from	Treaties–	one	per	student	
• A globe.
• MFNERC Manitoba Treaties map, found in the Treaty Education kit, or a printed copy from:  

http://www.trcm.ca/PDF/Manitoba-Treaty-Map_MFNERC.pdf 
• Projector and access to Internet (optional). 
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

a) On the whiteboard write two columns: water and land. 

b) Draw the class’ attention to a globe, also at the front of the class. 

c) Ask: what do you notice about water and land on the globe?

d) invite (6) students, one at a time, to come up to the front of the class:

 • Instruct the student to close their eyes, 

 • Spin the globe, and 

 • Stop the globe from spinning by pressing their thumb in one spot. 

e) Where did their thumb stop: on water or land? 

f) Make note with a check [√] on the board under the correct column. 

g) After several students have participated, make note of the two columns on the board. 
Where are most of the checks: under water or land? 

h) Ask the class again: what is the world: mostly water or land? [Answer: water. About  
70% of Earth is water]. 

i) Tell the class that they are going to repeat the same activity, only with a map of  
Manitoba. 

j) Ask: what do you think we are going to put our thumbs on?

k) Post the MFNERC Manitoba Treaties map.

l) Repeat the process. 

m) Invite (6) students, one at a time, to come up to the front of the class:

 • Instruct the student to close their eyes, 

 • come in front of the Manitoba Treaties map

 • place their thumb anywhere on the map.

n) Record on the chalkboard where they have placed their thumb (town, First Nations 
community, water body).

o) Ask the class to pay close attention to the map:

 • What is it showing?

 • Where did they place their thumbs?

 • Is all of Manitoba Treaty territory? 

p) Introduce the Treaties based on the information found in the Background to Concept 
section of this lesson.

q) Encourage class discussion. 
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Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

[Optional] Show the video clip from the TRCM site, ‘Share the Land’ (30 sec):  
http://www.trcm.ca/learning.php

a) Draw the students’ attention to the Manitoba Treaty map again.

b) Ask them: Based on the video clip and the map/thumb activity, what is meant by  
‘We are All Treaty People’? 

c) Encourage class discussion. 

d) Introduce the concept of We Are All Treaty People as outlined in the Background to 
Concept section.

e) Encourage class discussion. 

Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Introduce the concept of benefits of Treaties as outlined in the Background to Concept 
section

b) Handout BLM 4.1.1 Student Activity: Brother to Brother Relations – one to each stu-
dent. 

c) Instruct them to complete. 

Guide and assist as necessary.

Further Learning:

• Have the students do an Internet research on a Manitoba First Nations community. Find out: where it is located, the 
population, economic base, leaders, and so on. 

Assessment:

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca
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BLM 4.1.1: STUDENT ACTIVITY: WE ALL BENEFIT FROM TREATIES

Below is a list of benefits that came about because of the Treaties. Place each in the correct circle.  
Ask your teacher for help with hard words or concepts. 

Agricultural equipment and livestock

Railways

Respect for cultural and spiritual survival 

Peaceful relations with the Newcomers 

Access to lands for settlement

Building Canada 

Gratuities

Clothing 

Certain rights to hunt and fish

Schools on reserves

Political and religious freedom

Farming

Annuities 

Peaceful settlement 

Physical survival of their nations

Ammunitions

Wealth from the lands of Manitoba 
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Crown (Canada)

First Nations Peoples 

All Manitobans Today 
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SUB-THEME #4: Treaties 
TEACHER INFORMATION SHEET

TOPIC 4.2: Treaties and the Treaty Relations  
Commission of Manitoba 
THE CONCEPT

The concept of Treaties as formal agreements between two parties is examined from historical and contemporary perspec-
tives of the parties – First Nations peoples and Crown (Canada). The role of the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba 
in the public education awareness of Treaties and the Treaty relationship is introduced as a vehicle to strengthen the Treaty 
relationship as it is understood today.

BACKGROUND TO CONCEPT

What is a Treaty?

A Treaty is a formal agreement between two parties. The Numbered Treaties, which cover all of Manitoba, are formal  
agreements that created a relationship between the Crown and First Nations peoples. As a result, each party has certain 
expectations and obligations, both explicit and implicit. The Numbered Treaties provided First Nations peoples with such 
benefits	as	annuities,	education,	reserves	and	protection	of	their	traditional	economies,	while	Crown	(Canada)	acquired	the	
means to open up territories, including modern day Manitoba, for settlement and agricultural and resource development.

First Nations peoples and the Federal Government differ, however, in how they view Treaties – First Nations peoples see the 
Treaties as covenants, while the Federal Government sees them primarily as contracts. First Nations believe that the Treaties 
are land sharing agreements, witnessed by the Creator, between two sovereign parties that established a permanent rela-
tionship. The Federal Government acknowledges their solemnity, but they view the Treaties as land surrender agreements 
whereby First Nations ceded their territories to the Crown. As well, First Nations believe that the spirit of the agreement is 
what is most important, including oral commitments, whereas the Federal Government believes the written text is what is 
most important.44 

44 http://www.trcm.ca/
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Numbered Treaties in Canada45 

Canada and Treaties 

Treaties between the First Nations peoples and Crown (Canada) are the building blocks in the creation of the country of 
Canada and provide for peace and good order for all people in Canada. 

The Treaties are agreements, voluntarily entered into by both parties, which provide for peaceful relations between the 
two	nations.	For	First	Nations	peoples,	the	Treaties	are	more	than	a	simple	written	document;	they	are	sacred	agreements	
between the First Nations peoples and Crown (Canada) with the Creator as witness. They are “living,” permanent, founda-
tional agreements based on the synthesis of two worldviews: the oral traditions (values & natural laws) of the First Nations 
peoples and the written traditions and common law of the Crown who represented the Newcomers.

The Treaties were based on the First Nations peoples’ natural laws which guided the spirit and intent of the Treaties. These 
natural laws rested on balance, harmony, and reciprocity. The First Nations peoples intended that the Treaties would result in 
a	sharing	of	the	land;	and	they	understood	according	to	natural	laws,	the	Crown	would	provide	them	with	an	exchange	for	
sharing the land. Crown’s (Canada’s) exchange of rights came in the form of obligations that they promised to provide, such 
as	the	right	for	First	Nations	peoples	to	retain	their	own	way	of	life,	and	other	benefits	that	would	preserve	their	existence.

Treaties were to provide both sides with the means of achieving survival and socio-economic stability, anchored on the  
principle	of	mutual	benefit.	Treaty-making	was	a	process	that	allowed	for	the	peaceful	creation	of	Canada.46 

[Teacher note: refer to The Treaties in Manitoba poster/handout from the Treaty Education Kit.].

Treaties in Manitoba

The written text of Treaties 1 through 5 cover the land mass of Manitoba, however, there are also bands from Treaties 6 and 
10 in Manitoba of which the described boundaries are outside the boundaries of the province. The Treaties were negotiated 
and signed by Treaty Commissioners on behalf of Crown (Canada) when lands were required for settlement or at the request 
of the area’s First Nations. Through their own varied processes the First Nations peoples chose leaders and spokespeople to 
represent them during the Treaty negotiations.

The Treaties in Manitoba are:

• Treaty No. 1 was negotiated and signed in August 1871 at Lower Fort Garry. 
• Treaty No. 2 was negotiated at Lower Fort Garry and signed in August 1871 at Manitoba House. 
• Treaty	No.	3	was	negotiated	and	signed	in	October	1873	at	a	traditional	First	Nation	fishing	station	near	Harrison	Creek	

at the Northwest Angle of Lake of the Woods, northeast of the Buffalo Point First Nation in Manitoba. Adhesions to 
Treaty No. 3 were signed in other locations within the Treaty area. 

• Treaty No. 4 was negotiated and signed in September 1874 at Fort Qu’appelle, Saskatchewan. First Nations within 
Manitoba signed adhesions to Treaty No. 4 at Fort Ellice. 

• Treaty No 5 was negotiated and signed by the largest number of First Nation communities within Manitoba at different 
locations	and	times.	The	first	signing	of	Treaty	No.5	occurred	at	Berens	River	in	September	1875.	Adhesions	to	Treaty	
No. 5 were signed throughout Manitoba’s north. 

• Treaty No. 6 was signed in August 1876 at Fort Carlton, Saskatchewan. First Nations within Manitoba signed adhesions 
to Treaty No. 6. 

• Treaty No. 10 was signed at Ile a la Crosse in August 1906. First Nations within Manitoba signed adhesions to Treaty 
No. 10. 

45 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Numbered-Treaties-Map.svg
46 Treaty Essential Learning, p. 13
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Although the Dakota people were not a part of the Numbered Treaties they are recognized as having use and occupation  
of territories within Manitoba and have secured alliances and arrangements with the Crown.47 

What do Treaties mean today?

Treaties are basic building blocks of the relationship between First Nations and the rest of Canada. It is clear that in the past, 
First Nations peoples and the Crown (Canada) had differing interpretations on what the Treaties meant. By building on the 
relationship created by the Treaties, the parties involved hope to address the well-being of both parties, including the enter-
ing into of arrangements whereby Treaty First Nations exercise jurisdiction and governance over their lands and people. 
Treaties are the building blocks for the future of the relationship between First Nations peoples and the rest of Canada.48 

Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba 

In June 2003, the federal Cabinet approved the establishment of a Treaty Commission in Manitoba. A Memorandum of 
Agreement was subsequently signed between the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs and the Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development on November 19, 2003.

The Manitoba Treaty Commissioner was created in 2005 with the establishment of the Treaty Relations Commission.  
The Commissioner is appointed by Order-in-Council.49 

The Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba (TRCM) is a neutral body with a mandate to strengthen, rebuild and 
enhance the Treaty relationship with mutual respect between First Nations peoples and Manitobans.

The TRCM strives to enhance and maintain positive intergovernmental relations and cooperation, conduct independent 
research that advances discussion on Treaty related issues, and facilitate public understanding of the importance and role  
of Treaty making in building a stronger and healthier nation.

The TRCM’s mandate is to: 

1. Engage in public education to improve the understanding of Treaties and the Treaty Relationship. 

2. Provide facilitation service for discussing Treaty issues. 

3. Conduct independent research. 

As of March 2013, there have been two Treaty Commissioners in Manitoba since its inception: Dennis White Bird and 
James Wilson.

47 http://www.trcm.ca/
48 http://www.trcm.ca/
49  http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100011090
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LESSON PLAN:

Topic 4.2: Treaties and the Treaty Relations  
Commission of Manitoba 
GRADE 4

THEME:  The First Nations Peoples in Manitoba 

SUB-THEME 4:  Treaties

TOPIC 4.2:  Treaties and the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba 

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson students explore the history of Treaties in Manitoba. They investigate the contemporary nature of Treaties by 
learning about the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba. They create an acrostic poem highlighting their knowledge  
of the Treaties. 

Treaty Essential Learnings:

By the end of the lesson the students will: 

1. Know what a Treaty is. 

2. Understand how and why Treaty agreements came to be. 

3. Understand the role of Treaties in Manitoba.

4. Know that Manitoba is Treaty territory.

5. Comprehend that Treaties are relevant today. 

6. Recognize the role of the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba. 

7. Express their understanding of the Treaty relationship. 

Links to Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum: 

KH-034  Give examples of the impact of European settlement on Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.

KI-007A  Identify connections between their community and other Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.

KH-033  Relate stories of people and events that shaped Manitoba.

VH-009		 Appreciate	the	significance	of	history	in	their	lives.

Materials Required:

• BLM 4.2.1 Student Activity: Treaties – one per student
• Access to Internet with projector with audio. 
• Access to the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba website at: http://www.trcm.ca.

[Teacher note: if Internet access is a problem, find a print method of teaching the students about the TRCM, using the 
resources available in the Treaty Education Kit. i.e. TRCM Learning Center Brochure, flash drive with TRCM We Are All 
Treaty People Posters, etc.] 
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activate

How will students prepare for 
learning?

Teacher note: This lesson best fits in Cluster 4: History of Manitoba 

a) Have students individually construct a word splash of the word “promise”. Hang up 
and display on a bulletin board.

b) Ask the class to define the word promise. Come to an agreed class definition and post 
it on the board. [Example: a statement that makes someone feel sure that something 
will happen or be done].

c) Ask: 

 • How long does a promise last for? [Forever]

 • Can you think of any examples of promises in your life?

 • How are promises a good thing for both parties involved? [They build trust, honour,  
 and respect] 

d) Introduce the concept of Treaties as outlined in the Background to Concept section. 

e) Ask the class:

 • How are Treaties an example of a promise?

 • Who made promises and what are they?

f) Reinforce that Treaties are a promise that still exist today. 

g) Encourage class discussion. 

Acquire

What strategies facilitate learning 
for groups and individuals? 

a) Access the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba website at  
http://www.trcm.ca/learning.php. Open and play the vignette ‘Treaties in the Modern 
Context’ (30 seconds).

b) Ask: based on the vignette, how are Treaties still important today?

c) Introduce the history and mandate of the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba as 
outlined in the Background to Concept section. 

d) Check for understanding:

 • When was the TRCM created?

 • By whom?

 • What is the TRCM’s goal?

 • Who is the present Treaty Commissioner?

e) If you are able, take a ‘tour’ of the TRCM site at http://www.trcm.ca.

f) Encourage discussion. 
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Apply

How will students demonstrate 
their understanding?

a) Have the students brainstorm a list of words that have to do with Treaties in Manitoba 
and the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba. 

b) Write the words on the chalkboard or where the students will be able to refer to them 
later.

c) Ask them if they have ever heard of an acrostic poem. 

d) Explain that an acrostic poem is a poem in which special letters spell another word.

e) Provide an example using the word swimming:

Swimming

Swimming is fun in the summer.

Water is nice and cold.

It is fun with my dad.

My mom lets my friends come over.

My dad said it is a fun day.

I think it is fun too.

Night time it is so much colder.

Gee, I wish I could swim every day.

f) Handout BLM 4.2.1 Student Activity: Treaties – one per student

g) Instruct them to complete. Guide and assist as necessary. 

Further Learning:

• There have been two Treaty Commissioners since the creation of the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba in 
2003: Dennis White Bird and James Wilson. Have the students conduct a research into Treaty Commissioner Alexander 
Morris;	have	them	create	a	compare	and	contrast	frame	which	looks	at	the	existing	Treaty	Commissioner’s	role	and	 
that of Morris’s. 

Assessment:

Reference Available:

• Manitoba Education and Advanced Learning retrieved at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/docs/policy_k12/
full_doc.pdf

• Treaty Education Initiative (TEI) retrieved at http://www.trcm.ca 
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BLM 4.2.1: STUDENT ACTIVITY – TREATIES 

Complete the acrostic poem about Treaties. Be creative! 

T

R

E

A

T

I

E

S
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EVALUATION
Evaluation of The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher Guide for Grade 4 is critical to the Treaty Relations 
Commission of Manitoba’s continuous improvement cycle and to the future development of Treaty education resources at 
the other grade levels. As a means to continue informing this process, an evaluation form has been provided (Appendix 1).

Teachers are encouraged to take time to complete the evaluation form and return it to the Treaty Relations Commission of 
Manitoba	offices.

ATTENTiON: 
The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher Guide for Grade 4

The Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba 
400 – 175 Hargrave Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 3R8 
Fax: (204) 777-1874 
Email: asimard@trcm.ca 
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APPENDIX 1: Evaluation Form
1.	 Overall,	on	a	scale	of	1	(poor)	to	five	(excellent),	how	would	you	rate	the	Treaties and the Treaty Relationship:  

Teacher Guide for Grade 4?

____________________________________________________________________________________________

 1 2 3 4 5

 Poor     Excellent

2. Please comment on the strengths of the Teacher Guide (includes teacher information sheets, lesson plans and Black 
Line Masters).

3. Please comment on the areas requiring improvement:

4. Please provide additional comments or recommendations:

Thank you for completing the evaluation form. Please return via fax, post, or email to:

ATTENTiON:  
The Treaties and the Treaty Relationship: Teacher Guide for Grade 4

The Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba 
400 – 175 Hargrave Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 3R8 
Fax: (204) 777-1874 
Email: asimard@trcm.ca 
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