
TREATY EDUCATION THEME: THE TREATY RELATIONSHIP
Grade 6 at a Glance Sub-Themes, Topics, and Treaty Essential Learning Objectives

Treaty Essential Learning Goals 
Students will …

 
Sub-Theme 1: 
First Nations and Other Peoples 
 

Sub-Theme 2:
Making Treaty

 
Sub-Theme 3:
Implementing Treaties

 
Sub-Theme 4:
We Are All Treaty People
 

Identity, Culture and Community
Explore the differences in concepts of identity, 
culture, and community between First Nations 
in Manitoba and other peoples in relation to the 
Treaty making process and historical Treaty 
relationship.

The Land: Places and People
Explore the dynamic relationship of First Nations 
in Manitoba to their traditional lands, sacred 
sites, and impacts of being relocated to the 
reserve allocations as a result of the Treaty 
making process.

Concepts of Identity & Citizenship
•	 Gain	awareness	that	First	Nations	have	a	

different view of their identity and citizenship 
than other peoples that stems from their 
traditional Creation stories, relationship with 
their traditional territories, languages and 
nations

•	 Gain	awareness	as	to	how	government	
policies with respect to terminology can 
impact the identity of First Nations peoples, 
communities, and nations

•	 Provide	examples	of	how	language	related	to	
First Nations identity has evolved over time 
and afforded citizenship rights

Pre-Confederation Treaties in Manitoba
•	 Gain	awareness	that	Treaty	making	was	

practiced prior to Canadian Confederation

•	 Identify	the	Selkirk	Treaty	as	one	example	of	
Treaty making in Manitoba prior to Canadian 
Confederation

Historical Treaty Benefits
•	 Gain	awareness	of	the	original	text	of	the	

Treaties	and	the	historical	Treaty	benefits	of	
both parties

•	 Understand	the	origins	of	First	Nations	
annuities	and	their	significance	to	renewal	of	
the Treaty relationship with Canada (Crown)

Modern Day Treaty Relationship  
(A Case Study)
•	 Give	reasons	for	the	establishment	of	Treaties

•		 Understand	that	modern-day	Treaty	
negotiations exist and go through stages

•		 Indentify	the	right	for	First	Nations	to	enter	
into	modern-day	Treaties

•		 Identify	the	role	of	government	and	industry	in	
modern-day	Treaty	negotiations

•		 Provide	similarities	and	differences	between	
historical and contemporary Treaty making

Historical Connections
Explore how First Nations and other people’s 
historical interactions have contributed to 
shaping the present day Treaty relationship and 
influencing	the	future.

Concepts of Resource Sharing
•	 Gain	awareness	that	resource	sharing	was	

part of the historical relationship between First 
Nations peoples and the Newcomers which 
eventually became part of the contemporary 
Treaty relationship between First Nations and 
Canadians

Treaty Negotiations in Manitoba
•	 Understand	that	the	parties	to	Treaty	

negotiations for The Numbered Treaties found 
in Manitoba represented Canada (Crown) and 
the First Nations peoples

•		 Gain	awareness	of	the	motivations	for	the	
Treaty making process

Government Policies and  
Interpretations of Treaties
•	 Gain	awareness	as	to	how	government	

policies and interpretations of Treaties can 
challenge the Treaty relationship

•		 Be	aware	of	federal	government	policies	such	
as	the	Indian	Act,	Natural	Resources	Transfer	
Act	and	Bill	C-31that	have	complicated	the	
Treaty relationship

Strengthening the Treaty Relationship 
between Canadians and First  
Nations’ Peoples
•	 Gain	awareness	of	the	contributions	that	the	

Treaty parties made to building Canada

•		 Gain	understanding	of	why	“we	are	all	treaty	
people”

•		 Gain	understanding	and	appreciation	for	
Treaty Day at the Manitoba Legislature,  
May 12th

Global Interdependence
Explore the global connections and 
interdependent relationships between First 
Nations peoples of Canada and other global 
Indigenous	peoples.

Worldviews
•	 Gain	awareness	of	the	differences	between	

First Nations peoples worldview and the 
Newcomers worldview

•	 Gain	awareness	how	differing	worldviews	can	
challenge communications and relationships

The Numbered Treaties
•	 Understand	that	there	are	eleven	Numbered	

Treaties	1-11	in	Canada

•		 Identity	The	Numbered	Treaties	1,	2,	3,	4,	5,	6	
and	10	were	negotiated	between	First	Nations	
peoples in Manitoba and Canada (Crown)

•		 Gain	awareness	that	the	Dakota	peoples	
were not a signatory to Treaties

Modern Day Treaty Benefits
•	 Gain	awareness	of	the	rights	and	benefits	

associated	with	Treaty	Rights

•		 Understand	that	that	contemporary	Treaty	
Rights	are	an	extension	of	The	Numbered	
Treaties

•		 Give	an	example	of	Treaty	rights	and	benefits

•		 Define	the	word	stereotype	and	identify	the	
causes and factors that cause its perpetuation

•		 Appreciate	that	stereotyping	may	be	
overcome by cooperation and education

Power and Autonomy
Explore the First Nations and the Crown’s 
(Canada) concept of original spirit and intent 
of the Treaty relationship and the subsequent 
impacts of differing cultures and worldviews.

Economics and Power
Explore First Nations and the Crown’s (Canada) 
perspectives	on	how	the	distribution	of	“shared”	
resources and wealth has impacted First Nations 
in Manitoba, and contributed to the legacy of the 
Treaty relationship between First Nations and 
other peoples.

Lifestyles
•	 Gain	awareness	of	First	Nations	traditional	

lifestyles

•	 Gain	awareness	of	how	First	Nations	lifestyles	
have changed and evolved

Treaty Language of the First Nations  
and the Crown (Canada)
•	 Identity	the	difference	in	perspectives	

between the Crown (Canada) and the First 
Nations peoples as represented by terms 
like	“cede	and	surrender”	and	“share	in	the	
abundance of the land and resources”

•		 Be	aware	of	challenges	that	different	
languages and worldviews posed to Treaty 
making and negotiations


