
TREATY EDUCATION THEME: CELEBRATING THE TREATY RELATIONSHIP
Grade One at a Glance Sub-Themes, Topics, and Treaty Essential Learning Objectives

Treaty Essential Learning Goals 
Students will …

Sub-Theme 1: 
Relationships
 

 
Sub-Theme 2: 
Stories and Oral History

Sub-Theme 3:
History

Sub-Theme 4: 
Treaties

Identity, Culture and Community
Explore the differences in concepts of identity, 
culture, and community between First Nations 
in Manitoba and other peoples in relation to the 
Treaty making process and historical Treaty 
relationship.

The Land: Places and People
Explore the dynamic relationship of First Nations 
in Manitoba to their traditional lands, sacred 
sites, and impacts of being relocated to the 
reserve allocations as a result of the Treaty 
making process.

Treaty Day Celebrations
Through listening to stories, identify examples 
of behaviour that show evidence of the Peaceful 
Coexistence between First Nations peoples and 
the Newcomers:

• Identify examples of behaviour that 
demonstrates

• Recognize that the Treaty Relationship  
First Nations peoples share with Canada 
continues to be honoured and celebrated  
and we all have an inherent responsibility  
to honour Treaties

Teachings/Stories about Values:  
Respect & Sharing – The Seven Teachings
• Demonstrate an awareness and appreciation 

for the values and traditional worldview of 
First Nations peoples by exploring their 
own connections through sharing stories, 
traditions, and celebrations

First Nations Peoples in Manitoba
• Become aware that the current geographical 

locations of the First Nations peoples’ 
communities and Treaty areas were 
established through the Treaties 

Symbols of the Treaties –  
My Medal of Honour
• Recognize the Treaty Medal as a symbol  

of the Treaty relationship

•	 Locate	five	of	the	symbols	depicted	on	the	
Treaty Medal in representing the values 
important to First Nations peoples during  
the Treaty making process 

• Gain awareness that both partners in the 
Treaty making process brought sacred 
objects to exchange to symbolize the Nation 
to Nation status of the Treaty partners  

Historical Connections
Explore how First Nations and other people’s 
historical interactions have contributed to 
shaping the present day Treaty relationship  
and	influencing	the	future.

I am a Treaty Person
• Through art, explore personal connections 

to the Treaty Story by making links between 
their heritage and the First Nations peoples 

• Explore traditions and celebrations that  
reflect	ancestry	and	make	connections	 
to the importance of Treaty celebrations

Teachings/Stories about Values: Respect 
& Sharing – My Mother the Earth
• Make connections to the traditional teachings 

of the First Nations peoples by listening to 
stories that relate the inter-connectedness  
of all living things

• Gain an appreciation for the First Nations 
peoples’ reciprocal and respectful relationship 
with Mother Earth

• Demonstrate an understanding of the 
reciprocal relationship First Nations peoples 
had with Mother Earth by listing one example 
of their dependence and one example of their 
care for the environment

Treaty Celebrations
• Become aware of the partners in the Treaty 

relationship: First Nations peoples and 
Canada (The Crown)

• Recognize the importance of the celebrations 
held each year by First Nations to honour 
the Treaties by making connections to the 
important celebrations in their own lives

• Gain an understanding that Treaty 
celebrations are held to uphold knowledge 
and create awareness of the importance of 
recognizing these historic agreements

Celebrating the Treaty Relationship : 
Celebrate Treaties
• Appreciate the relevance of the Treaties by 

making connections to the current Treaty 
celebrations

• Recognize the importance of celebrating the 
Treaties to create awareness that “We are All 
Treaty People”

 

Key Terms

Further Understanding
(See Teacher Guide)

• Develop a song about Treaties

• Portray their personal character by painting

• Read the Friendship Story • Connect concepts to other subject areas

• Write a poem or story about being a  
Treaty person 

• Use coin-sized copies of Treaty Medal  
for counting in Math

• Have students design their own medals

Quick Reference • Reciprocal

• The Seven Teachings

• Treaty Relationship • Sanctity

• Sacred 

• Covenant

• First Nation

• Friendship

• Handshake

• Newcomer

• Treaty

• Vest

• Bear

• Beaver

• Buffalo

• Eagle

• Friendship

• Respect

• Sabe

• Turtle

• Values 

• Wolf

• Body of Water

• Celebration

• First Nation

• Globe

• Kinship

• Land Mass

• Map

• Treaty Person

• Bannock

• Celebration

• Circle

• Handshake

• Heritage

• Honour

• Medal

• Newcomer

• Pow-wow



TREATY EDUCATION THEME: THE TREATY RELATIONSHIP
Grade Two at a Glance Sub-Themes, Topics, and Treaty Essential Learning Objectives

Treaty Essential Learning Goals 
Students will …

Sub-Theme 1: 
Relationships
 

 
Sub-Theme 2: 
Traditional Teachings

Sub-Theme 3:
History

Sub-Theme 4: 
Treaties

Identity, Culture and Community
Explore the differences in concepts of identity, 
culture, and community between First Nations 
in Manitoba and other peoples in relation to the 
Treaty making process and historical Treaty 
relationship.

The Land: Places and People
Explore the dynamic relationship of First Nations 
in Manitoba to their traditional lands, sacred 
sites, and impacts of being relocated to the 
reserve allocations as a result of the Treaty 
making process.

The Treaty Relationship –  
Trade and Bartering
• Through stories, recognize that the historic 

relationship between First Nations peoples 
and the Newcomers was built on a foundation 
of friendship, partnership, and reciprocity

• Through stories and role-play, learn that the 
Treaty-making process evolved from a long 
standing trade relationship and explore the 
benefits to both partners 

Stories and Oral History –  
The Tradition of Story-Telling
• Appreciate the First Nations peoples’ story-

telling traditions by listening to stories

• Recognize through the writing of personal 
stories that story-telling is a valid way to learn 
about the past

• Appreciate that story-telling is used by First 
Nations’ Elders to relay history and culture

The Ancient World View is in the 
Language – Seeing the Language
• Recognize the diversity of First Nations 

peoples by learning that there are five distinct 
language groups in Manitoba

• Through role-play, relate to the interpretation 
challenges that existed during the Treaty-
making process due to the complexity of 
interpreting First Nations languages

The Treaty Partners –  
We are Treaty Partners!
• Appreciate that as successors to the Treaties, 

each Canadian is a Treaty Person 

• Connect to the Treaties and as Canadian 
citizens, demonstrate ownership by validating 
that we are all Treaty partners 

 

Historical Connections
Explore how First Nations and other people’s 
historical interactions have contributed to 
shaping the present day Treaty relationship  
and influencing the future.

The Treaty Community-Building  
our Treaty Community
• Through hands-on activities, realize that all 

Canadians belong to a Treaty community 
and as Treaty citizens have roles and 
responsibilities to work together to keep 
Canada strong

Teaching Stories about Values:  
Respect and Sharing – The Pipe
• Through stories in the Oral Tradition, 

recognize the First Nations peoples’ traditional 
pipe as a sacred tool and appreciate that it 
was used during the pipe ceremony at the 
time of Treaty to sanction the agreement 

The “Western” Worldview –  
Newcomers & First Nations Peoples’ 
Worldviews and Lifestyles
• Recognize that the Treaties allowed the 

Newcomers to settle in the Western segment 
of Canada. As a result, a new way of life was 
introduced to First Nations peoples

• Recognize that First Nations peoples and 
the Newcomers shared their knowledge and 
each learned from the other but had distinct 
cultures and lifestyles

The Numbered Treaties in Manitoba
• Identify the geographical territory of The 

Numbered Treaties including the seven 
different Treaty Areas in the Province  
of Manitoba

• Gain an appreciation for the huge tract  
of land that was traded for the promises  
made in Treaty agreements

 

Key Terms

Further Understanding
(See Teacher Guide)

• Re-enact the Treaty negotiations • Make connections to other subject areas 
using key concepts

• Have students conduct interviews to make 
connections to their family’s oral history

• Write a poem/story about the pipe

• Read the book, The Seven Teachings 
(Courchene, 2006)

 

• Make connections to other subject areas

Quick Reference • Sanction

• Reciprocity

• Numbered Treaties

• Agreement

• Barter

• Benefit

• Ceremony

• Exchange

• Give

• Need 

• Negotiate

• Newcomer 

• Take

• Trade

• Want

• Ancestor

• Canada

• Ceremony

• Cooperate

• Culture

• Elder

• Group

•  Pipe

• Responsibility

• Story-teller

• Town

• Treaty-making

• Contemporary

• Crown

• Nation

• Natural Resources

• Reserve

• Settle

• Town 

• Western

• Promises

• Successors

• Treaty Partner

• Oral History

• Sanction

• Sacred

• Oral tradition

• Oral history 

• Covenant



TREATY EDUCATION THEME: THE TREATY EXPERIENCE IN MANITOBA
Grade Three at a Glance Sub-Themes, Topics, and Treaty Essential Learning Objectives

Treaty Essential Learning Goals 
Students will …

Sub-Theme 1: 
Relationships
 

 
Sub-Theme 2: 
Traditional Teachings

Sub-Theme 3:
History

Sub-Theme 4: 
Treaties

Identity, Culture and Community
Explore the differences in concepts of identity, 
culture, and community between First Nations 
in Manitoba and other peoples in relation to the 
Treaty making process and historical Treaty 
relationship.

The Land: Places and People
Explore the dynamic relationship of First Nations 
peoples in Manitoba to their traditional lands, 
sacred sites, and impacts of being relocated to 
the reserve allocations as a result of the Treaty 
making process.

Getting to Know the First Nations  
in Manitoba 
• Continue to develop their understanding 

of the diversity of First Nations peoples by 
reviewing the five linguistic groups of First 
Nations peoples in Manitoba

• Gain awareness of specific First Nations 
communities across Manitoba and make 
additional personal connections by 
identifying the proximity of students’ home 
community(ies)

Stories in the Oral Tradition
• Gain understanding of how stories in the  

oral tradition carry important teachings

• Gain an appreciation of the oral tradition 
make connections to the significance of  
oral history in understanding the complexity  
of the Treaty Relationship

First Nations Pre-contact Lifestyles  
and Culture
• Gain awareness that First Nations peoples 

were fully functioning nations with their own 
governments, laws, languages, traditions, 
spirituality and culture prior to contact with 
Newcomers

Definitions of a Treaty
• Be able to articulate one definition of a  

Treaty and apply the understanding to the 
Treaties between First Nations and Canada 
(Crown) in order to appreciate the magnitude 
of the Treaties

• Review the symbolism of the Treaty medal in  
relation to the significance of the promises made

 

 

Historical Connections
Explore how First Nations peoples and other 
people’s historical interactions have contributed 
to shaping the present day Treaty relationship  
and influencing the future.

The Treaty Relationship
• Gain understanding that the historic treaties 

created a lasting relationship between the 
two Treaty partners: Canada (Crown) and the 
First Nations peoples

• Gain awareness that the Treaty relationship 
extends benefits to all Canadians

Teachings, Stories about Values: 
Respect and Sharing
• Gain understanding of the values taught  

by stories told in the oral tradition 

• Gain awareness of the First Nations peoples’ 
Seven Sacred Teachings

• Gain awareness that the traditional values 
of respect and sharing influenced First 
Nation peoples’ perspective of the Treaty 
Relationship

 

First Nations Pre-contact Treaties
• Gain awareness that First Nations peoples 

were experienced Treaty makers who 
had long-standing inter-tribal agreements, 
alliances, and confederacies with each other 
prior to contact with the Newcomers

Treaty-making and Indigenous  
Peoples in the World 
• Gain awareness that Treaties were signed 

between the British Crown and other 
Indigenous Peoples of the world

• Gain awareness of the similarities and 
differences in the colonizing experiences 
between Canada’s First Nations peoples  
and other Indigenous peoples of the world

• Gain awareness that the Dakota Nations 
experience of not signing a Treaty is also shared 
with other Indigenous Peoples in the world

Key Terms

Further Understanding
(See Teacher Guide)

• Use KWL strategy to determine further 
learning opportunities Make further 
connections to local communities

• Invite Elder or Speaker from TRCM  
Speaker’s Bureau

• Invite an Elder or Storyteller to your 
classroom

• Imagine stories the Treaty medal replica  
is telling

• Watch the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation DVD to 
contextualize the Dakota Nation experience

 

• Further explore the statement “We Are All 
Treaty People”

Quick Reference • MFNERC • Circle of Life Teachings

• Oral Tradition

• Oral History

• Common Misconceptions

• Encroachment

• Implication

• Jurisdiction

• Migration

• Romanticized Ideologies

• Terra Nullis

• Treaty “to Treaty”

• Aboriginal

• Benefits

• Colonization

• Cree

• Crown

• Dakota

• Dene

• First Nations 

• Linguistic Group

• Ojibway

• Oji-Cree

• Treaty Partners

• Oral tradition • Values • Co-existence

• Culture

• Discovered

• Implement

• Lifestyle

• Nomadic

• Pre-contact

• Survival

• “to Treaty”

• Colonizing

• Indigenous

• Magnitude

• Protocol

• Treaty



TREATY EDUCATION THEME: TREATIES AND THE FIRST NATIONS IN MANITOBA
Grade Four at a Glance Sub-Themes, Topics, and Treaty Essential Learning Objectives

Treaty Essential Learning Goals 
Students will …

Sub-Theme 1: 
Relationships
 

 
Sub-Theme 2: 
Traditional Teachings

Sub-Theme 3:
History

Sub-Theme 4: 
Treaties

Identity, Culture and Community
Explore the differences in concepts of identity, 
culture, and community between First Nations 
in Manitoba and other peoples in relation to the 
Treaty making process and historical Treaty 
relationship.

The Land: Places and People
Explore the dynamic relationship of First Nations 
in Manitoba to their traditional lands, sacred 
sites, and impacts of being relocated to the 
reserve allocations as a result of the Treaty 
making process.

The Treaty Relationship
• Appreciate the continuing role of The 

Numbered Treaties in preserving peace  
and fostering goodwill between nations

• Recognize the everlasting nature of the 
Treaty relationship by exploring the symbols 
depicted on the Treaty medal and its role  
in the Treaty-making process

Brother-to-Brother Relations
• Know that First Nations viewed Newcomers 

as relatives to be welcomed 

• Understand that First Nations entered into 
the Treaties with Canada (Crown) to create 
lasting agreements based on their traditional 
worldview of the Treaty relationship and 
process

 • Make connections between the handshake 
on the Treaty Medal to the brother-to-brother 
concept inherent in the First Nations peoples’ 
worldview of the Treaty Relationship

First Nations Leadership in Manitoba
• Identify First Nations Organizations and 

Leaders at the local, provincial, and national 
levels

• Understand the basic framework of traditional 
First Nations Governance 

• Recognize the role of First Nations governing 
bodies in keeping the spirit and intent of the 
Treaties alive

We Are All Treaty People
• Understand that the expansion of Canada into 

the West was made possible by the Treaties

•	 Know	that	all	Manitobans	benefit	from	
Treaties designed to foster peace and 
brotherhood forever

• Value the Treaty relationship in Manitoba as a 
result of developing their awareness that “We 
Are All Treaty People”

Historical Connections
Explore how First Nations and other people’s 
historical interactions have contributed to 
shaping the present day Treaty relationship  
and	influencing	the	future.

Treaties in Manitoba
• Continue to develop their understanding of 

the role of Treaties in Manitoba by recognizing 
why “We are All Treaty People” by:

 ▪ Using maps to review the numbered  
  Treaty areas and the Provincial Treaty  
  boundaries in order to make connections  
  between these areas and the location  
  of students’ home communities

How Do We Know About The Past:  
Oral Hisory
• Understand that historians use different 

sources to pieces together the past

• Value oral tradition as an important way to 
learn history in addition to information from 
other primary sources, secondary sources, 
and artifacts

• Appreciate how the First Nations peoples 
worldview was transmitted by the Elders 
through oral tradition to shape the spirit and 
intent of the Treaties 

First Nations History in Manitoba
• Explain why the arrival of Newcomers during 

the Fur Trade and Settlement precipitated the 
need for Treaties

• Know that:

 ▪	 Indigenous	peoples	inhabited	Manitoba	first

 ▪ Manitoba First Nations peoples were  
  signatories to The Numbered Treaties

 ▪	 Manitoba	has	five	First	Nations’	languages		
  communities

 ▪ There are several First Nations  
  communities in Manitoba

Treaties and the Treaty Relations 
Commission of Manitoba
• Understand what is a Treaty and the role 

Treaties played in the shaping of Canada  
and the province of Manitoba

• Recognize the role of the Treaty Relations 
Commission of Manitoba in promoting 
public education of Treaties and the Treaty 
relationship

Key Terms

Further Understanding
(See Teacher Guide)

• Create bulletin board of vocabulary  
and images

• Investigate other historical sources used by 
First Nations peoples

• Foster connections to First Nations peoples 
by inviting Elders to speak or initiating a pen 
pal program

• Research protocols for inviting Elders into 
your classroom

•	 Profile	a	First	Nations	Leader	and	their	role	 
in Manitoba and Canadian politics

 

• Research a Manitoba First Nations 
community

•	 Research	the	first	Treaty	Commissioner,	
Alexander Morris

Quick Reference • Treaty Medal Symbols • Treaty Relationship

• Brother-to-Brother relations

• Spirit and Intent

• Traditional Territories

• Treaty “to Treaty”

• Time Immemorial

• TRCM

• Agreement

• Cultural  
Community

• Forever

• Newcomer

• Partnership

• Physical  
Community

• Population 
distribution

• Populations

• Signatory

• Spiritual  
Community

• Treaty medal

• Brother-to-brother 
relationship

• Familial

• Heart-to-heart

• Kitchewamnouwahk 
(first	cousins)

• Mutual respect

• Partnership

• Pledge

• Worldview

• Chief

• First Nation

• Government

• Linguistic Group

• Logo

• Political/Territorial 
Organization

• Tribal Council

• Access

• Annuity

•	 Benefit

• Gratuity

• Promise

• Settlement

• We Are All  
Treaty People



TREATY EDUCATION THEME: MAAMAWI “ALL TOGETHER”
Kindergarten at a Glance Sub-Themes, Topics, and Treaty Essential Learning Objectives

Treaty Essential Learning Goals 
Students will …

Sub-Theme 1:  
Relationships 
 

Sub-Theme 2:  
Traditional Teachings

Sub-Theme 3:
History

Sub-Theme 4: 
Treaties

Identity, Culture and Community
Explore the differences in concepts of identity, 
culture, and community between First Nations 
in Manitoba and other peoples in relation to the 
Treaty making process and historical Treaty 
relationship.

The Land: Places and People
Explore the dynamic relationship of First Nations 
in Manitoba to their traditional lands, sacred 
sites, and impacts of being relocated to the 
reserve allocations as a result of the Treaty 
making process.

Peaceful Co-existence –  
Friendship & Reciprocity
• Gain awareness of the Treaty partners:  

the First Nations Peoples and Canada

• Gain awareness that the handshake between 
the Treaty partners symbolized the core 
values of honour and friendship brought to  
the Treaty process

• Through role-play, demonstrate the concept 
of balanced friendship by exploring values 
related to this concept

Stories and Oral History – The Tradition: 
Communication
• Through role-play experiment with one form 

of non-verbal communication used by First 
Nations peoples prior to the arrival of the 
Newcomers

• As a result of role-playing activities, begin  
to develop an appreciation of the challenges 
and barriers to communicating different 
perspectives during the Treaty-making 
process 

Life of Indigenous People in Canada 
Prior to Contact
• Identify two values First Nations peoples 

demonstrated through work, play, and  
lifestyle choices

• Recognize that the traditional lifestyles of 
First Nations peoples demonstrated a close 
relationship with the environment

Treaty Symbols
• Gain awareness of the key concepts of  

Treaty making through the reading of the 
Treaty ABCs

Historical Connections
Explore how First Nations and other people’s 
historical interactions have contributed to 
shaping the present day Treaty relationship  
and influencing the future.

The Treaty Relationship: Why We Are 
“All Treaty People” in Canada – The 
Treaty Partners
• Appreciate that the Treaty partners comprised 

of the First Nations peoples and Canada 
(Crown), had established a long term mutually 
beneficial relationship but brought different 
perspectives and interests to the Treaty 
making process 

• Recognize that First Nations peoples 
entered the Treaty making process with the 
understanding that the Treaty partners were 
in a brother-to-brother relationship 

• Through role-play, begin to appreciate the 
challenges to long term friendships when 
there are different priorities and perspectives

Teaching Stories about Values:  
Respect and Sharing – First Nations 
Peoples’ Values
• Begin to gain awareness of how the traditional 

values inherent in the First Nations peoples 
’worldview such as cooperation and peaceful 
co-existence, were communicated during 
Treaty-making through stories told in the  
oral tradition

Early Lifestyle of First Nations Peoples 
and Newcomers
• Identify and then classify the traditional 

lifestyles of the Newcomers and First  
Nations peoples

• Infer and then articulate two ways the 
traditional lifestyle of First Nations peoples 
changed as a result of the Newcomers  
arrival and subsequent Treaties

Treaties are Forever
• Begin to gain awareness of time concepts 

related to the Treaties by exploring the idea  
of forever

• Begin to be aware that agreements made 
through Treaties are negotiated with future 
generations in mind and so are meant to be 
honoured forever

• Make connections to the idea that the Treaty 
relationship needs tending and nurturing over 
time by planting a seed and then nurturing  
a plant 

Key Terms

Further Understanding
(See Teacher Guide)

• Plan a Treaty Day Celebration • Create a mini-book for home reading

• Interview parents on the Seven Teachings

• Read the Friendship Story

• Make connections to other subject areas • Read A Promise is a Promise. (Munch, 1988)

• Explore the Treaty concepts on the Treaty Medal

Quick Reference • Balanced Friendship • Reciprocity

• Band Office

• Circle

• Elder

• Fish

• Friendship

• Reciprocity

• Handshake

• Honour

• Hunt

• Kookoo

• Mishoms

• Partner

• Pick

• Reserve

• Share

• Trap

• Treaty

• Treaty Partner

• Communicate

• Kinship

• Sign Language

• Spoken Words

• Buffalo

• Clothing

• Community

• First Nation

• Home

• Longhouse

• Map

• Moose

• Nomadic

• Tipi

• Transportation

• Treaty Community

• Wigwam

• Wooden Houses

• Ancestry

• Canadian

• First Nations 
peoples

• Inuit

• Manitoban

• Métis

• Promise

• Treaty Medal

• Treaty Person
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