
TREATY EDUCATION 
Grade Twelve at a Glance 

Treaty Essential Learning Goals 
Students will . . .

Sub-Theme 1:  
Relationships  

Sub-Theme 2:  
Traditional Teachings

Sub-Theme 3:
History

Sub-Theme 4: 
Treaties

Identity, Culture and 
Community
Explore the differences in concepts 
of identity, culture, and community 
between First Nations in Manitoba 
and other peoples in relation to 
the Treaty making process and 
historical Treaty relationship.

The Treaty Relationship & 
Sustainability 
•  Compare and contrast the First 

Nations peoples’ and Crown’s 
(Canada’s) perspective on 
sustainability and Treaties. 

Oral History: A Source 
of Evidence &  Carrier of 
Traditions
• Comprehend that First Nations 

oral tradition is the manner 
in which their values, history, 
customs, practices,  traditions 
and languages are passed on to 
future generations.

•  Recognize First Nations 
peoples’ oral history as an 
authentic source of evidence.

Linking the Past to the Present: 
Treaties Implementation & 
Social Justice
•  Investigate First Nation peoples’ 

lifestyles and cultures prior to 
contact with the Newcomers in 
Canada and Manitoba. 

Treaties in Canada and 
Manitoba
•  Explore the scope of the Treaty-

making experience in Canada.

•  Appreciate that understanding 
differing historical perspectives 
is important to understanding of 
the complexities of Treaties.

The Land: Places and People
Explore the dynamic relationship 
of First Nations in Manitoba to their 
traditional lands, sacred sites, and 
impacts of being relocated to the 
reserve allocations as a result of  
the Treaty making process.

•  Appreciate the need for 
the Treaty partners to be 
responsible stewards and 
uphold the obligations of  
the Treaties.

Historical Connections
Explore how First Nations and 
other people’s historical interactions 
have contributed to shaping the 
present day Treaty relationship and 
influencing the future.

•  Explore how Treaties were used 
as an instrument of change which 
has led to an enduring Treaty 
relationship between First Nations 
peoples and Canada.

•  Appreciate that the sustainability of 
Treaties and the Treaty relationship 
is a shared responsibility among all 
Canadians who continue to benefit 
from these negotiations.

•  Recognize that the Treaties created 
the Treaty relationship between 
the First Nations peoples’ and the 
Crown (Canada). 

•  Assess the role that oral history 
had at the time of historical 
Treaty-making. 

•  Understand why contemporary 
First Nation social justice 
issues are grounded in the past 
peoples.

•  Comprehend that there are 
efforts being made by Crown 
(Canada) to correct and address 
these wrongs.

•  Appreciate the need for redress. 

•  Be aware that social justice 
is a social responsibility of all 
citizens to take action.

•  Examine Treaties as an 
instrument of Treaty and as 
the foundation for the unique 
relationship that exists between 
First Nations peoples and 
Canada.

•  Comprehend that First 
Nations peoples recognized 
the relevance of Selkirk 
Treaty of 1817 to the Treaty 1 
negotiations. 

Global Interdependence
Explore the global connections 
and interdependent relationships 
between First Nations peoples 
of Canada and other global 
Indigenous peoples.

Power and Autonomy
Explore the First Nations and 
the Crown’s (Canada) concept 
of original spirit and intent of 
the Treaty relationship and the 
subsequent impacts of differing 
cultures and worldviews.

•  Comprehend that spirit and intent 
of the Treaty promises were to 
benefit all Canadians and continue 
into perpetuity as long as the sun 
shines, the grass grows, and the 
waters flow.

•  Describe the concept of reciprocity 
and its significance to the spirit 
and intent of Treaties and the 
Treaty relationship.

•  Comprehend that reciprocity 
remains part of the protocols 
that are demonstrated when 
honouring the Treaties and 
Treaty relationship.

• Define “duty to consult”

•  Assess the Crown’s 
(Canada’s) duty to consult and 
accommodate First Nations 
peoples.

•  Define the principle of “the 
honour of the Crown”.

•  Appreciate the complexities 
of the Treaty implementation 
process.

•  Appreciate the commitment that 
governments make to ensure 
that all peoples equally benefit 
from the economic and social 
prosperity enjoyed in Canada.

Economics and Power
Explore First Nations and the 
Crown’s (Canada) perspectives 
on how the distribution of “shared” 
resources and wealth has impacted 
First Nations in Manitoba, and 
contributed to the legacy of the 
Treaty relationship between First 
Nations and other peoples.

• Know that terms of the Treaties 
and its obligations to support 
new economies are linked to 
the sustainability of natural 
resources. 

• Recognize that reciprocity is a 
central theme to the natural law 
teachings that guide living in 
harmony and balance with all 
Creation.

• Establish the meaning of the 
slogan We Are All Treaty People.

•  Recognize that the economic 
and social prosperity of all 
Manitobans and Canadians 
are derived from the historic 
Treaties. 

Key Terms • Numbered Treaties

•  Sustainable development

•  Sustainability 

•  Stewardship

• Historical evidence

•  Oral history

•  Oral tradition

•  Reciprocity 

•  Spirit and Intent

• ‘Duty to consult’

•  ‘The honour of the Crown’

•  Royal Proclamation, 1763 

•  Treaty implementation 

•  Social justice  

•  Indian Act 

• Selkirk Treaty (1817)

•  Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 
Development Canada (AANDC)

• “We are All Treaty People” 

Quick Reference 
[See Teacher’s Resource Guide]

• Significance of: As long as the 
sun shines, the grass grows, 
and the waters flow

•  Video: The National Cree 
Gathering 2011, Fisher River 
Cree Nation 

•  Treaty relationship in perpetuity 

• Delgamuuku Case (1997)

•  Significance of oral history  
as evidence

•  Video/audio resources,  
www.trcm.ca

• TELs Part Six: Contemporary 
Treaty Issues

•  UNDRIP

•  Canadian Charter of Rights  
and Freedoms

• Poster presentations/ 
gallery walk

•  Public service slogan   

THEME: APPLYING TREATY UNDERSTANDINGS TO ONE’S LIFE
Sub-Themes, Topics, and Treaty Essential Learning Objectives


