
TREATY EDUCATION THEME: THE FIRST NATIONS PEOPLE IN THE WORLD
Grade Seven at a Glance Sub-Themes, Topics, and Treaty Essential Learning Objectives

Treaty Essential Learning Goals 
Students will . . .

Sub-Theme 1:  
Relationships  

Sub-Theme 2:  
Traditional Teachings

Sub-Theme 3:
History

Sub-Theme 4: 
Treaties

Identity, Culture and 
Community
Explore the differences in concepts 
of identity, culture, and community 
between First Nations in Manitoba 
and other peoples in relation to 
the Treaty-making process and 
historical Treaty relationship.

The Global Treaty Experience

•  Investigate the Treaty 
experience of indigenous 
peoples around the world.

•  Understand the value of 
indigenous cultures and  
ways of life.

•  Appreciate the importance of 
indigenous cultural diversity  
in the world.

Indigenous Knowledge 
Across the World
• Know what is meant by the term 

Indigenous Knowledge.

•  Value and acknowledge the role 
of the Indigenous Knowledge in 
modern life.

Exploring the Past with an 
Indigenous Lens
• Understand the role and value 

of oral traditions in indigenous 
cultures.

•  Appreciate that oral history is 
the bridge between oral tradition 
and written history.

Other Treaties

The Land: Places and People
Explore the dynamic relationship 
of First Nations in Manitoba to their 
traditional lands, sacred sites, and 
impacts of being relocated to the 
reserve allocations as a result of  
the Treaty making process.

•  Understand the term ‘traditional 
territory’.

• Understand the indigenous 
experience in Asia, Africa,  
and Australasia.  

Historical Connections
Explore how First Nations and 
other people’s historical interactions 
have contributed to shaping the 
present day Treaty relationship and 
influencing the future.

• Recognize that indigenous 
people are the original 
inhabitants of their lands since 
time immemorial. 

• Value how indigenous peoples 
in Canada and in the world have 
contributed to shaping the past 
and influencing the future.

• Know that there are alternative 
points of view in history.

Global Interdependence
Explore the global connections 
and interdependent relationships 
between First Nations peoples 
of Canada and other global 
Indigenous peoples.

• Gain an awareness of 
indigenous peoples all over  
the world.

•  Know that the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples exists and 
its role in protecting indigenous 
peoples’ cultures.

•  Appreciate the importance of 
indigenous cultural diversity in 
the world.

•  Recognize that indigenous 
cultures are at risk and in need 
on international recognition and 
protection.

• Explore the global connections 
and interdependent relationships 
between First Nations peoples 
of Canada and other global 
indigenous peoples.

• Apply their understanding of 
Treaties and Treaty-making on  
a global scale.

Power and Autonomy
Explore the First Nations and 
the Crown’s (Canada) concept 
of original spirit and intent of 
the Treaty relationship and the 
subsequent impacts of differing 
cultures and worldviews.

• Recognize the commonalties in 
worldview between First Nations 
in Canada and indigenous 
peoples in the world.

• Apply an understanding of 
Treaties and the Treaty-making 
process between indigenous 
peoples and governments in 
Canada, the United States, and 
New Zealand. 

• Understand that the First 
Nations used different methods 
of recording Treaties other than 
the written word.

•  Understand that the Crown 
(Canada) used different 
methods of recording the 
Treaties, among which included 
using the written word.

• Explore the Treaty of Waitangi 
(New Zealand) and the Jay 
Treaty (Britain; United States).

Economics and Power
Explore First Nations and the 
Crown’s (Canada) perspectives 
on how the distribution of “shared” 
resources and wealth has impacted 
First Nations in Manitoba, and 
contributed to the legacy of the 
Treaty relationship between First 
Nations and other peoples.

• Understand how the Doctrine 
of Discovery and the Inter 
Caetera offered a justification in 
the minds of Europeans for the 
colonization of the Americas.

• Recognize that Treaty 
agreements were made between 
European governments (i.e. – the 
British) and First Peoples before 
the modern nations of Canada 
and the United States existed. 

•  Value that Treaties are living 
documents.

Key Terms • Traditional Territory

•  United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples

•  Indigenous peoples 

• Indigenous Knowledge • Doctrine of Discovery

• Inter Caetera

•  Colonization

•  Oral history 

•  World view 

•  Terra nullis 

• Treaty of Waitangi 

•  Maori (people) 

•  Jay Treaty  

•  Supranational 

Quick Reference 
[See Teacher’s Resource Guide]

• National Geographic video,  
“The Sami”

• UNDRIP Wordle 

• Indigenous Knowledge in Nepal

•  Law of Mother Earth

•  Creation-Equality Rights  
in Brazil 

• The Aborigine and oral tradition/
Dreamtime 

•  ‘Mill Drill’ vocabulary activity 

• Compare and contrast Treaties 
in Canada and the Treaty of 
Waitangi

•  Treaty Commissioner of 
Manitoba, James Wilson 


