
TREATY EDUCATION THEME: THE FIRST NATIONS SOCIETIES
Grade Eight at a Glance Sub-Themes, Topics, and Treaty Essential Learning Objectives

Treaty Essential Learning Goals 
Students will . . .

Sub-Theme 1:  
Relationships  

Sub-Theme 2:  
Traditional Teachings

Sub-Theme 3:
History

Sub-Theme 4: 
Treaties

Identity, Culture and 
Community
Explore the differences in concepts 
of identity, culture, and community 
between First Nations in Manitoba 
and other peoples in relation to 
the Treaty making process and 
historical Treaty relationship.

Sacred Teachings and Family 
Relationships
•  Explore the role of the family 

in First Nations society by 
investigating topics such as 
kinship and the extended family. 

Spiritual Connections: The 
Law and The Land
• Explore First Nations’ Seven 

Sacred Teachings.

Oral Traditions: Narratives 
and Elders
• Discover the role of oral history 

and traditions in First Nations 
society. 

Spirit & Intent and Sacred 
Treaty-making Sites
• Value the role of oral tradition  

in history.  

The Land: Places and People
Explore the dynamic relationship 
of First Nations in Manitoba to their 
traditional lands, sacred sites, and 
impacts of being relocated to the 
reserve allocations as a result of  
the Treaty making process.

•  Understand the spiritual nature 
of water in First Nations culture 
and contrast that to traditional 
Western views.

•  Explore the components of 
traditional First Nations world 
views and the connectedness 
between the Creator and 
Creation.

• Explore the origins of and 
concepts relating to First 
Nations Custom Law, Aboriginal 
Title and Land Rights, and 
Treaty Rights. 

•  Examine the hunting, 
trapping, and fishing rights 
and responsibilities of First 
Nations people in Manitoba, 
while recognizing that these 
rights are affirmed as part of the 
Constitution of Canada. 

•  Understand the significance 
of place names of First Nation 
communities in Manitoba.

Historical Connections
Explore how First Nations and 
other people’s historical interactions 
have contributed to shaping the 
present day Treaty relationship and 
influencing the future.

• Identify the role of Elders in First 
Nations society in the past and 
today.

•  Explore the role of Elders in 
First Nations society making 
note of the similarities and 
differences between Elders and 
senior citizens.

• Explore the historical 
background of the Treaties 
which were signed between  
the Crown (Canada) and the 
First Nations of Canada.

•  Explore the role of primary 
evidence – including written 
sources, images, artefacts  
and oral testimony.

•  Differentiate between oral 
tradition and written sources.

Global Interdependence
Explore the global connections 
and interdependent relationships 
between First Nations peoples 
of Canada and other global 
Indigenous peoples.

Power and Autonomy
Explore the First Nations and 
the Crown’s (Canada) concept 
of original spirit and intent of 
the Treaty relationship and the 
subsequent impacts of differing 
cultures and worldviews.

• Examine how symbols of 
Creation were used in Treaty 
medals to reinforce the 
sacredness of natural laws.

• Value that with rights come 
responsibilities.

• Understand that Treaties are 
agreements, voluntarily entered 
into by both parties, which 
provide for peaceful relations 
between the two nations.

• Investigate the history of the 
Numbered Treaties in Canada 
while focusing on ‘spirit and 
intent.’ 

Economics and Power
Explore First Nations and the 
Crown’s (Canada) perspectives 
on how the distribution of “shared” 
resources and wealth has impacted 
First Nations in Manitoba, and 
contributed to the legacy of the 
Treaty relationship between First 
Nations and other peoples.

• Recognize the role of oral 
tradition in the Treaty making 
process.

Key Terms • ‘All my Relations’ 

•  Kakenuw newakomakunuk

•  Netesemenesewen

•  Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin

•  Mitakuya Oyasin

•  Kinship

•  Seven Sacred Teachings

• First Nations Custom Law

•  Aboriginal Title and Land Rights

•  Treaty Rights

•  Mother Earth 

• Elder 

•  Oral history/tradition

• Primary evidence

•  ‘Spirit and Intent’ 

Quick Reference 
[See Teacher’s Resource Guide]

• Compare Seven Sacred 
Teachings and Roman Virtues 

•  Explore the definition of the 
word ‘family’ 

• Spiritual connections and water

•  Manitoba Conservation: First 
Nations’ hunting, fishing and 
trapping rights 

• Traditional First Nation 
Communities in Manitoba

• Interview an Elder 

• Historical Treaty-making sites: 
Fort Garry 

•  Primary and secondary source 
in history 


