
TREATY EDUCATION THEME: THE FIRST NATIONS & CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY
Grade Nine at a Glance Sub-Themes, Topics, and Treaty Essential Learning Objectives

Treaty Essential Learning Goals 
Students will . . .

Sub-Theme 1:  
Relationships  

Sub-Theme 2:  
Traditional Teachings

Sub-Theme 3:
History

Sub-Theme 4: 
Treaties

Identity, Culture and 
Community
Explore the differences in concepts 
of identity, culture, and community 
between First Nations in Manitoba 
and other peoples in relation to 
the Treaty making process and 
historical Treaty relationship.

The Evolving Treaty 
Experience
•  Understand that Treaties are 

agreements, voluntarily entered 
into by both parties, which 
provide for peaceful relations. 

Traditional Governance & Law 
• Recognize the link between 

traditional First Nations 
governance and Treaties. 

•  Appreciate that First Nations 
preserve and transfer their 
traditional laws and procedures 
through oral history and oral 
traditions.

Linking the Past to the Present: 
Contemporary Treaty Issues
• Identify and evaluate the 

assimilative policies set forth by 
the Sixties Scoop.

Other Treaties: Treaties in 
B.C. & the Dakota Experience

The Land: Places and People
Explore the dynamic relationship 
of First Nations in Manitoba to their 
traditional lands, sacred sites, and 
impacts of being relocated to the 
reserve allocations as a result of  
the Treaty making process.

• Understand that the federal 
government of Canada 
recognizes that Aboriginal 
peoples have an inherent, 
constitutionally-protected right  
to self-government.   

Historical Connections
Explore how First Nations and 
other people’s historical interactions 
have contributed to shaping the 
present day Treaty relationship and 
influencing the future.

• Appreciate that the relationship 
established between First 
Nations and the Crown at the 
time of Treaty signing continues 
today. 

•  Understand the historical and 
contemporary role of the Treaty 
Commissioner. 

• Recognize the relationship 
between the Treaties and the 
Meech Lake Accord. 

• Explore the role of the Dakota 
people in the War of 1812. 

Global Interdependence
Explore the global connections 
and interdependent relationships 
between First Nations peoples 
of Canada and other global 
Indigenous peoples.

• Analyze the Treaty experience in 
British Columbia and appreciate 
the relevance of Treaties in 
contemporary society. 

•  Understand that there are 
modern-day Treaties presently 
being negotiated today. 

•  Identify the unique relationship 
with Dakota people have with 
the Crown (Canada).

Power and Autonomy
Explore the First Nations and 
the Crown’s (Canada) concept 
of original spirit and intent of 
the Treaty relationship and the 
subsequent impacts of differing 
cultures and worldviews.

• Recognize the evolution and 
role of the Assembly of First 
Nations.

•  Know that the AFN exists to 
promote the restoration and 
enhancement of the Treaty 
relationship. 

• Explore traditional First Nations 
governance.

•  Recognize that traditional 
governance varies from region 
to region in Canada based on 
geography.

•  Know that the Creator is the 
source of customs and law in 
First Nations governance. 

•  Explore First Nations terms that 
explain the Treaty relationship 
and worldview. 

• Examine the role of First 
Nations people in the Canadian 
constitutional process. Include: 
Elijah Harper, Meech Lake 
Accord. 

• Appreciate the significance of 
Treaty Medals and Indian Peace 
Medals.

Economics and Power
Explore First Nations and the 
Crown’s (Canada) perspectives 
on how the distribution of “shared” 
resources and wealth has impacted 
First Nations in Manitoba, and 
contributed to the legacy of the 
Treaty relationship between First 
Nations and other peoples.

Key Terms • Assembly of First Nations 

•  Treaty Commissioner 

• Self-government

•  Worldview

•  Traditional governance

•  Aboriginal [Canadian 
government definition] 

•  Oral tradition

• Assimilation

•  Elijah Harper

•  Constitution

•  Meech Lake Accord

•  Sixties Scoop 

• Treaty medals

•  Dakota [people]

•  War of 1812

•  Indian Peace Medals

•  Modern Treaties 

Quick Reference 
[See Teacher’s Resource Guide]

• Treaty Commissioner  
Alexander Morris

•  Treaty Commissioner:  
Then and Now  

•  Modern-day Treaties 

•  Timeline of the Assembly of  
First Nations

• Review of levels of government 
in Canada: federal, provincial, 
local 

• Terms associate with First 
Nations self-governance 

•  Traditional law and justice 

•  Treaty-related terms

•  Blue Rodeo song “Fools Like 
You”

•  CBC Radio, ‘The Current’ audio 
clip” ‘The Sixties Scoop: Sharon 
Russell’  

• Compare and contrast the 
Numbered Treaties and the 
Treaty experience in British 
Columbia 

•  Treaty medal symbolism


