
We have been learning about wetlands and the 

importance of water to all living things 

Our Trip to Oak Hammock Marsh 

Have you ever been to Oak Hammock Marsh?  Recently 
our classroom went on a field trip to Oak Hammock 
Marsh.  For some of us it was our first experience.  This field 
trip was generously sponsored by the Talbot Foundation. 

 

We are gathered on the boardwalk and looking at home made by a muskrat. 
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Wetlands filter water, 
control flooding, provide 

homes for wildlife and 
minimize drought. 
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After a long bus ride we arrived at Oak Hammock Marsh and we 
were greeted by our Nature Facilitator for the day. One of the first 
things we did was to go outside and play Ecology games.   The first 
game we played was Migration Mayhem where we learned that 
birds migrate but can be injured or killed due by other animals or 
their habitats are being replaced and ruined because of human 
construction or sometimes from oil spills or other disasters.    After 
that we went inside the Interpretive Centre to observe the Marsh 
Diorama where we spotted different animal species that live in the 
marsh.  One of the animals we noticed was the Red Fox which the 
grade ones are studying for their Inquiry Project.   

We had a chance to explore the exhibits in the building.   Zia 
enjoyed one particular activity where she had to stick her hand 
inside a box and guess the object inside based on how it felt.  Many 
of us liked climbing into the boat to pull up a fishing cage as well as 
sitting on the Quad.  Evelyn liked exploring the science lab where 
she and Larkyn got to filter water which simulated a wetland.  
Nathaniel said that in the lab you were able to use a microscope to 
observe different organisms that lived in the marsh water.  

After a quick visit to the Observation Deck on the roof we took a 
break to have a pizza lunch which was also included by our 
sponsor.  Pizza was delicious but we had to hold on to everything 
including our hats because the strong winds blew everything away.  
Everyone pitched in so that we did not leave any litter behind. 

Following our lunch, we gathered in the Blue Teal room to learn 
about Plant Ecology. We learned about which plants grow in the 
marsh and of their importance for animals living in wetlands.    We 
found out that there are many ways plants spread their seeds.  One 
of the ways seeds are carried is from the wind.  Other ways are 
through our pollinating bees and butterflies and other plants spread 
their seeds when they explode through heat from fire.  Some plants 
rely on animals to help carry their seeds to other areas.   After that 
we took a short walk on the boardwalk to learn some of the 
different plants such as Phragmites which are the tallest reeds found 
in North America.  

Next we learned how animals live in the marsh and about the 
evidence they might leave showing that they were there.  Some 
examples are scat, nests, bite marks, animal tracks, fur and feathers, 
burrows, and sounds.  It was interesting to listen to how similar 

In Canada, up to 80 acres 
of wetlands disappear 

every single day. That’s 
like losing 45 soccer fields 

every 24 hours.  

Ducks Unlimited Canada 
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sounds can be such as the American Bittern and the frog.  Did you 
know that many people mistake ground squirrels with gophers?   We 
were delighted to see many ground squirrels racing from hole to 
hole.   Walking along the boardwalk this time with magnifying 
glasses we found many clues that animals live at the Marsh.   After 
our walk it was time to gather our backpacks and belongings as it 
was time to board the bus back to the city.   Our friendly bus driver, 
Mark was waiting patiently for us. 

For the most part it was a quiet ride back.   Kalem took a nap while 
behind him Alex and Kolby counted the number of semi-trucks on 
the highway.  Saboor joined in and before they knew it they had 
counted 124 trucks!  Everett was keeping track of the motorcycles. 
The girls at the front of the bus queried the bus driver about his bus 
driving experiences.    Meanwhile Eva was teaching Zia how to 
speak Russian.   It goes to show our learning is perpetual. 

What Else Have We Been Doing? 

We have been learning about the Water Cycle and how 
lakes, rivers, ponds and streams are formed.  Evaporation, 
condensation and precipitation are all important parts of 
this cycle.  The water we drink today is billions of years old.  
Shay reminded us that we learned a quick way to 
remember the names of the Great Lakes- think H.O.M.E.S. 

Inquiry has been a big hit this year.   Each student has 
chosen their own project which they are avidly reading 
about in books, researching, recording and jotting down 
information.   Unlike the previous years when we did our 
inquiry research, students chose their OWN passion 
project.  We have some students researching the history 
of video games and computers while two others are 
studying shipwrecks and disasters.  The grade ones are 
learning about the Red Fox and all about how this animal 
is adapted to live all across Canada.  

We have been playing a game called Hopscotch Math 
that our teacher made up.  Ms. Tattersall calls out different 
number operations for each grade.  Grade threes have to 
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answer division questions, grade twos are running to a 
hopscotch square to answer a multiplication question and 
the grade ones are solving subtraction questions.  This is a 
game of elimination and speed but most importantly the 
game is to have fun while building automaticity with basic 
math facts.  It’s also a nice opportunity to enjoy the fresh 
air. 

We are looking forward to flying our kites which we made 
out of Bird Seed Bags.   A few weeks ago we took them 
outside to paint on the front lawn.  We have attached old 
blind pieces and measured out 5 meters of string.  Next 
we plan to test our kites.    

June will bring more exciting events and activities for us to 
participate in.   Next week we have our Earl Grey Fiesta 
and Field Day.  On June 16th a representative from MPI will 
come to talk to students about bike safety.   Our last field 
trip will be a visit to Fort Whyte.  More information about 
this field trip including cost will come out soon.  

We look forward to sharing our learning and fun in our 
next shared writing Newsletter at the end of June.  
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